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ALOR STAR, DE& Lt. CbNT 0 NUE 
To GIVE siz~ious AT AND TO THE ’ 
FARMERS IN PARTICULAR; ' - 

THIS &SSURANCE CAME, FROM ACTING'PRIME M‘INISTER ,UK SERI DR. 
MAHATHIR MOtiAMAD>WHEN HE,LAUNCHkD FARMERS DAY ‘HER DY 

HE SAID FARMERS. WERE: PROViDiNG INVALUABLE SER9ICE.S s;O*THE 
COUNTRY BYtENSURiNG THAT FOOD WAS AVAILABLE, 

-WiTHOljT AGRICULTURE THE COUNTRY WOULD'SURELY -LACK FOOD AND. 
WO;LD H'AVE TO BE FORCED)70 IMPORT THEM.FROM ABROAD HE .ADDED.. ' 

DATUK 'SERI DR .MAHATHIR ,SAlD!THAf IN KEDAH . MiLhONS OF DOLLARS 
HAD BEEN SPENT Ni)Ta ONi,i( TO I,NCREASE PRODUCTi’Ok BUT AbSO TO HELP 
niE FARMERS, 

. .( ._ .- 

THE PAD1 PR i CE WHICH WAS ONLY $16 PEF?’ PICUL 12 YEdRS AGO HAD 
iiW”lNCREASED TO $40 PER PlCU+, UP 500 PER CENT. ‘- BERNAMA MORE .' . 
125O/ZCM -* 
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W" 

HE SAib EVEN THOUGH THE’ h&NfiNG AiD OTHER co& HAD GoME up# 
THEY WEhE STiLL.SMALL.WHEN GOMPAdED TO THE:dNCOME QHicH HA?,'Nr 
CREASED VERY SUBSTANTIALLY. ' ', : '_ 

+lT ,s -,-RUE THAT THE GOVEdNMENi HAS THE R&dNSlBiLiTY T&hx :' 
' WE FARMERS BUT.THEY WOULD TRULY BFNEFIT ONLY'THROUGH THEIR VER~*'~& 

OWN EFFORiS,+DATUK SER I DR, MAHATHlR SAID. '-.\. ., 
HE SAID IT WAS USELE:SS. IF THE PADI PRICE WAS.$BO PER, PiCiL .' 

IF THE FARMERS DID NOT.PLANT'THE PAD, AND DID ..NOT UTILISE TH,E MlJD’A 
IRRiGATiON FAClLCTiES FOR DOUBLE-GROPING:. 

+lT WILL BE.JJSELESS TOO lF.THE FEF?T,iLISER APD GIVEN 1s USED 
TO OBTAiN CASH FOR OTHER EXPENDITURE;+ HE .ADDED.- -.BERNAMA MORE 131 
ZCM \* ., 
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MAHATti If? '3 +LOR, sTkR ' ; ;. . ,.- '\ ', .:,+., '- 

DATUK SERt DR.;AHATHiR’S,$iII MUCH 'VILLAGE ~&s.f+jD~. WAD FdOT EEEN 
EFFECTIVELY EXPLOITED. 

HE- SUGGESTED THAT MORE CROPS BE CULTIVATED ‘AND I&STOCK 

., 

ik REARED ON SUCH LAND, 'iNCOMEs COULD ALSO INCREASi-.FOR FARMERS 
IF THEY WORKED COLLECTIVELY Oh THE LAND FIN A SYSTEMATIC MANNER. 

THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THERE WAS NO RELIGIOUS 
RESmlcTiON OR CULTURAL BASIS AGAINST -A-CHANGE*, IN ATTITUDE TO - 
EARN PROFIT FROM HARD WORK. 

HE POINTED 0~7 THAT THERE WOULD BE SOME &OPLE WHO W&JLD . 
SAY-THAT IT WAS NOT +lECESSARY,70 CHASE AFTER MATERIALISTIC THINGS; 

HOWEVER, THESE WERE THE SAME PEOPLE WHO DEMONSTRATED OVER 
ISSUES RELATED TO THE PADI PRICE, HE SAID. 

THEY WERE THEREFORE PLAYING~ POLITICS FOR THEIR OWN SELF- 
INTERESTS AND NOTHING ‘ELSE, HE ADtiED,-BERNAMA, MORE 1345/c 
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THE GOVEkNMENT, HE SAli, ‘&AS PREPARED TO i&L; THE PEOPLE’, 

ESPECt ALLY Tiii FARMERS; Pii@/lQEli THEY. CHAN$ED THEIR ATTIT,UDiS 
AND WORKED-HARD. 

HE ADDED THAT-FARI’&’ DAY WOULD HELP Ttl REMII’JD THE PEOPLE OF 
;;i+;;ORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY FARMERS ‘1.N THE DEVELOPMENt OF THE 

ALSO’PRESENT WERE THE MENTR1 BESAR DATUK SEkl SYED NAHAR I 
SHAHABUDDIN, PERLI S MENTR I ‘BESAR DATUK JAAF’AR H&SAN, LAND AF\ID 
REG IONAL DEVELOPMENT MI N I STER DATUK - SHAR I FF AHMAD, .AGR I CULTURE 
.MI 1y.l STER DATUK ABDUL MANAN OTH‘MAN AND ’ I NDONQ I.Alj +R I CULTURE 
MIjISfER PROF. SOEDARSONO HAD!.SAPOETRO, ‘, 

MORE THAN 3,000 FARMERS FROM .THROUGHOUT. THE CbUtifRY-iTTEND& - 
THE GATHER I NG WHICH WAS PRECEDED BY A- PARADS_ OF AGRJ:C&TURAL, M&HI-- I. 
WI-Y .'AND...FARM~~~..~~~~~,~~.~~~~ ~347/@i . , : 
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