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DENPASAF! I JAf$, 11 &PER b!A!qA) - ASEAN, WHICH HAS ACHIEVED A.LEVEL 

GROUP COOPERAT~CN, CAP< CO~TTR~EUTE ~~FFEcTIvELY TOWARDS 
THE 6RO’dTH AND ADVANGEMEhrf OF THE PACIFIC REGiON; MALAYSIAN ‘. 
DEPUTY PRIME WNISTER 

Tt:E MEMBER STATES 
ATUK SER D .DR, MAHATHfR ‘MOHAMAD>SAtD TODAY. 
u EttT?-3tlLL I u COI3%RATE ON A NUMBER 

OF REGiONAL PROJECTS AFlD ?O ENHANtE TRADE WHERE TRADE BETWEEN 
S0ME OF THE PARTNERS FAS ALMOST NON-EX t.STENT BEFORE, HE SAID, 

+THE COMMON STAND ON MANY iSSUES OF !NTERNATtONAL CONCERN 
, 

IS .ALSO EV IDENCE OF THEIR COHESIVENESS,+ HE TOLD M.ORE THAN 150 
PARTlClPAhTS AND OBSERVERS AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE 
+ASIA PACIFIC tN 1980S+ ORGANlS,ED BY THE INDONESIAN CENTRE 
FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (CSiS). 

THE ‘TEEM& OF THE THREE-DAY MEEl’I NG IS +TOWA,RDS GREATER SYMMETRY 
iN ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE,+ 

fN HIS KEYNOTE ADDRESS, DATUK SERO DR. MAHATHlR SAID ASEAN 
ECONOMtC COOPERATION WAS A BY-PRODUCT OF THE BASIC DESIRE FOR A 
FORUDI TO SOLVE PROBLEMS‘ AND CONFLICTS T,HAT WERE COMMON AMONG 
ME I Et-f3OuR s, 

ASEAN HAD NOW EMERGE; NOT ONLY AS A VI ABLE GROUP 1 NG BUI- ONE 
w ICki WAS ECONOMBCALLY DYNAMlC AND POL IT ICRLLY’ STABLE. ’ 

i-iNfERDEPENDENCE IS SOMETHtNG THAT ASEAM BELIEVES IN,+ HE SAID, l 
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CONSEQUENTLY JOINT PROJECTS AND TAX POLICIES IN FAVOUR OF ’ 
MEMBERS HAD BECOME A. FEATURE OF .ASEAN COOPERATION, 

+AS THEY IdOVE AWAY FROM THE ROLE OF PRODUCERS OF PRIMARY 
COMMODlT IES I NT0 I NDUSTR I AL kSAT {‘ON, THEIR 1 NTERDEPENDENCE ASSUMES 

.GREATER SIGNIFtCANCE,+ HE. ADDED. 
DATUK SER I DR, MAHATH IR STRESSED ASEAN HAD AN IMPRESSliVE 

PQTENTfAL AS WAS EVIDENT FROM THE ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE OF I.TS 
MEMBER s * 

..’ 



fld l%V, ASEAN ECONOMIES ON THE WHOLE WERE EXPECTED TO EXPAND 
BETWL:EN SIX AND ‘E1G)-rT PER CEm I!( REAL TERMS., 

TH!: PACIFIC AREA WAS C4EARLY A RICH AREA WITH 
TREMENDOUS PO-TENT1AL FOR DEVELOf%ENT AND FOR DMFLUENCDMG THE REST 
OF THE WORLD AND YET OT HAD NOT BEEN AS COHESlWE AND 
COORDINATED t N ITS DEVELOPMENT AS THE ATLAP!!-!C REG? ON. 

HE REMINDED THAT BEFORE ANY STEP WAS TAKEN, COUNTRIES tN THE 
REGION SHOULD APPRECIATE THE DELICACY AND COMPLEXITY OF BR I WING 
SO MANY IDEOLOGlCALLY, CULTURALLY :AND ECONQMICALLY DtFFEWENT - 
NAT 1 ONS TOGETHER. - BERNAMA MORE 1605/SZ - 
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. 
He SAID THAT ASSOCIATIONS OF‘KATIONS WERE OFTEN BRITTLE _’ 

AND FRAGMEMATE EASILY UNDER THE SLiGHTTEST STRAIN, 
HOWEVER, THE ASEAN EXPERlENCE COULD PERHAPS PROVIDE A GUIDE Ak4B 

ENSP IRAT’i’ON FOR PACIFIC -COOPERAT 1 ON, 
t.N THE RELATIVELY SHORT SPAN OF 10 YEARS,.THE ASEAN ARRANGEMENT 

HAD BECOME AN EFFfCT IVE GROUP I NG NOT BOUND SO MUCH BY THE Df CTATES 
OF CONTRACTUAL OtiiIGATlONS AS BY A STRONG SENSE OF COMvUNlTY 
wIC1-l DEVELOPED ITS OWN MOMENTUM. 

HE SAI-D ASEAN WAS NOT PREMISEC ON ANY GRAND DESIGN. 
+THERE IS NO ECONOMIC BLUE~PRINT BUT THE SPtRIT OF PARTNERSHIP 

CONTINUERS TO BE NURTURED ON THE EASIS OF THE SDMPLE OBJECTlVE OF 
ESTAi3L ISH I NG A +F iRM FOUNDAT I ON FOR ‘COMMON AC’T.l ON TO PROMOTE 
REGIONAL COOPERATlON+ SET OUT t N A DEC.LARATtC)N, IN ESSENCE, ASEAN 
lS AN EMBODlMENT OF .AN ALMOST TELEPATHIC BELlEF IN PARTNERSHfP FQR 
f%QGRESS INTERDEPEDENCE AND MUTUALITY OF INTERESI-S,* HE SAID. 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID INTERDEPENDENCE W&i tirt’L. %ft’f MUCH’ 
AN ECONOMIC CONCEPT THAT HAD NO REAL,lTY FOR ‘A LO-i. OF F’tX&? NATIQNS....: 

+TRUE INTERDEPENDENCE MUST MEAN NOT JUST BE I NG MUTUALLY 
,‘. 

‘. DEPENDENT ON. EACH OTHER BUT SOME DEGREE OF QUALITY t% STRENGTH 
TO SUPPORT EACH OTHER,+ HE SAID. 

+TH IS CAN ONLY COME ABOUT WHEN POOR COUNTR IES HAVE DEVtiCPED ' 
TO THE STATE. WHEN THEIR PART 1C IPAT ION IN WORLD ECONOMY tS 
PALPABLE AND COMMENSURATE WITH THEIR CONTR IBUT ION TQ THE WELL- ’ 
BEING OF THE WORLD.+ 

THE HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF CSIS, LT.-GEN, SOEDJONO HOEiiRDANI,. 
SAID THE BAL t CONFERENCE WOULD EXAMI NE THE NATURE Of RELAT’BONS 
AMONG NATIONS tN THE ASIA/PACIFIC REGION FOR THE NEXT. DRCA?E, 
r -B_ERNAMA 1613/SZ. ‘i 
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