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DATUK SER I DR. MAHATH If?, WHO 1s ALSO THE MI Nl STER -0F‘TRkDE 
AND. f NDUSTRY, POI NTED .Om THAT S I b:‘CE 1’37’3, THE rjOMEST IC PETROL 

:ES ROSE ONLY BY IOr3 PER -CEP:T COPPARED WfTH THE CURDE PRICE 
mcmw ?3F 1,200 Pm CE~‘T (FEO~ .1:5$2 To us$24’P~R’ BARREL) 

. : “I 

OVER Tt’E CAI?#E PER Ic)?I, 
.( $$gy:. 

‘a %-e &, &&;y# . . _x ,I, 
TH IS F’!?OVED fti~?-fH~ G@iiEEP!P~E~,~ HAD’ MANAGED. -TO KEEP DOWN’ 

, ,, ‘..y<“.,‘. 

THE PRICE-LEVEL GF THE PETF:OLEUi/r’.PR’OZiUCt‘S. SOLD I FJ THE COUNTRY. 
HE SA’ID ALTHOUGH THE‘COWTRY ‘S: 0 ti REVENUE HAD INCREASED 

SHARPLY WITH THE RISE lb! THE b!ORLD CRUDE PRICES, THE 
GOVE iRNMEF17 WOULD NOT RUSH TO SUP,slDISE DoMESTIC RETAIL WtCES. 
-BERNAMA MORE 1434/AH .. ._ 
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THE GOVERNMENT PREFERRED TO PROVIDE SUBSIDIES i’: OTHER ” 
FIELDS, HE SAID. 

DATtiK SERI DR. MAHATHIR POINTED OUTTHAT. IT 1:‘AS NC?- 
POSSIBLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW THE SALES ON PETROL AT 
KUC.H LOWER THAN THE PR ICE LEVEL 0.F A NE IGHBOUR 1 NC; COUNTRY. 

THI E WOULD ENCOURAGE THE 0 tL TO FLOW OUT AND MALAYS i A, WO!JLiI 
BE PROVIDING OIL SUBSIDY TO PIlOTHER COIJORY, HE, SAID. 

THE DEPIITY PR IME, MINISTER :E~xPLAI NED ?HAT ALTHOUGH 
MALAYSIA HAD .ABUNDANT GAS SUPPLY, ,tTs PETROL,ElJl’bRESER.VES WERE 
LIMITED. . 

THE ‘PUBLIC SHOULD APPRECAITE THAT THERE HAD BEEN A ’ 
REDUCT I ON OF WORLD SUPPLY OF 011 A%D WOULD HAVE TO MAKE DO WITH 
THE AVA l LABLE SUPPLY. 

THOSE WHO HAD BEBEF,lTED FROM THE ,I NCREASES IN RUBBER, PALM 
OIL ANG 7114 PRICES HAD T? PAY %CRE FOR. OTHER -PRODUCTS SUCH 
AS Oli, HE SAID. 

DATUK SE’? I Df? . ?AHATH tR :.A 19 P;1ALAYS I AN CRUDE FETCHED HIGHER 
Pr ICZ:. TC!b$L.’ THE LEVEL SET T;Y OPEC. !fOST SALES WERE ON COMR’ACT 
EASIS P?:7 T\\iI FE?? (3:: THF ?PlX ~“~,‘?t!ET.-BERi’dAMA MORE 1440/AH .- 
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ON DlESEL SUPPLY, THE DEPUTY PRI>!E MlNISTER SAID THAT IN V 
THE REDUCTION OF CRUD E PRODUCTIO!~: \/HERE WAS t:O PQSSlBlLlTY 
THE GOVERNMENT ASS IS-i’ I NG ‘I 1,! ,I !!CREAS I P:G THE SUPPL;;FF ,C,lE~ 
HE -HOWEVER STR’ESSED THAT THE PRESENT, SUPPLY WAS 
TWE PEOPLE DID NOT RESORT TO PANIC BUY tb!G. 

l 

IF G 000 SCHOOL BUSES RUSHED TO FILL UP THEIR -TANKS IN ONE 
Y. T&E WOULD OBV IOUSLY BE, NO’ DIESEL LEFT AT 7 HE PETROL K I 

IEW 

OSKS, 

HE SAID. 
+UNLESS THE PEOPLE COOPERATE, THERE 1 S. NOTH I KG THE .GOVERN%NT . 

_ COULD DO -I- HE STRESSED.‘,- . 
-BERN/& . 1458/AH . . 1.‘. . . .: : ;:,,,: _; . . 
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DENPASAR, BALI, JAN 12 &BER&AMA)~HE. GOVERNMENT Is 
CONSIDERING THE APPLICATION BY 01: COMPANIES TO tHCREAS:rTp;;Ts 
PETROL RETAIL PRICES IN VIEW OF THE HIGH COST OF CRUDE 
DEPUTY PRIME MlNiSTER @ATUK SERI ,DR. MAHATHIR MOHA SA iD TODhY* 

t NCREASES 1 N PETROL PR iCES WERE SOM,trFn’fQG -%-AT 
PEOPLE HAD 

TO LIVE WiTH AS THE WORLD PRICES OF ‘THIS ,EXPENSIVE NON-RENEWABLE 
COMMODlTY WERE GOING UP FAST, HE TOLD MALAYSIAN JOURNALISTS 
COVERING HIS VISIT HEF& 
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