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India. He is also attend- |
ing the opening todaé' of .
on-

ference of the United Na- :
tions Industrial Develop- :
ment Organisation (UN-
IDO) ;

Dr.
Mahathir said: “We can .

no longer delay taking .

more difficult day by
day. If we don't start now,
we  will never -in-
dustrialise.”

newsmen accompanying
him on his official visit to
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! Although at various
oints during the in-
erview he gave the im-
ression of merely think-
gxg aloud, it is believed he
has already decided on

(] the main industrial
strategy to be pursued
. for the coming decade. |
. As Minister of Trade
and Industry, he advised
N

a cautious approach.
“But we must decide
quickly our priorities. We
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Malaysia Plan due to be launched at the want to industrialise, and
end of the year would call for a massive then take the necessary
undertaking by both public and private
sectors to boost the manufacturing in-
dustry, |[Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamadsaid today.
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- Describing his present
trip as “worthwhile” Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said he saw that India
had much to offer

Industrially, the Plan’s main thrust will be to Malaysia by way of ex- {maximise the economies row: durin
reduce Malaysia's dependence on imports notiperience in small-scale

only of consumer products but also tools, ma- industries.

chinery and semi-processed items such as steel *These industries seek |-
-to utilise the country’s

and petro-chemicals. |
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dustrialisation. It will get
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India produces every- ‘tures.” 3 |
‘thing from cars to razor i - |

‘blades and steel bars —' patuk Seri Dr 1
‘all competing with for- Mahathir said the pro- |
eign products. lcess towards self-re-

*Obviously we cannot\llance in technology
imitate the Indians; ourlcould be painful in the
domestic market is too early stages as Malaysia
small,” said Datuk Serilacked even the most
Dr Mahathir. . -~ -basic production know-

‘At the same time/hOW:
Malaysian consumers! *“If we talk about .
{had become too sophisti-|small-scale resource-
cated, having been ex- based industries now, we

sed to a wide choice of 'ure not even sure if we
mports and being able to have adequate support-
pay for quality. - - ing industries.

“But if we don't start! “At the moment we
. somewhere we may hev- cannot even make a rub-
l.er be able to start at all. ber doll without import-
i As existing industries ing most of the materials
' (dependent almost en- and tools needed.” .
| tir y on imported tech-. The Deputy Prime
nology, components and Minister is scheduled-to
' machinery) get bigger to make a statement tomor-
the oplenary
of scale, it will be more session of UNIDQO, where
|difficult to enter the field. he is expected to develop
on the same points in the :
“Technology icontext of international
- : trade and co-operation.
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