
1 ment wili continue to 
seek ways and means 
$0 overcome .the many 
‘shortfalls in the hous- 
‘ing industry .and ease. 
the housing shortage 
;problem in the country. 

The Deputy Prime Min- 
:ister said, however, there 

;-.~ 

was no guarantee that the 
problems besieging the 
housing industry would be 
removed entirely. : ‘._’ 

-“I am-’ most dissatisfied 
with the situation and I 
think the problems will not 
be solved even until the year’ 
2000,” he told reporters at 
the Universiti*Teknologi 
Malaysia (UTM) ,here. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
who is also the’ Trade and 
Industry Minister, was 
earlier shown a,model do-it- 

yourself house costing $2,000’ 
designed by the, University’s 
Architecture Faculty. 

The one-roomed house is 
constructed out .of .hollow 
bricks. 

He said the housing prob- 
lem in the.country hinged on 
the question of sup 
demand and the 8 

ly and. 
overn- 

ment could not guarantee 
that, in the implementation 
of its housing policy, there’ 
would not be any shortfalls. 

He also, stressed on the 

ineed. for Malaysians to 
change their attitudes 
towards housing innova- 
Itions and be ready to accept : 
‘changes. This reorientation t 
of attitudes could nartlv I 
solve the housing problem, 
‘he added. 

For instance, he said, the 
,cheap do&-yourself house 
designed by UTJvI was suit- 
able for the rural areas. but’ 
the question was whether 
the rural people were will- 
,ing p;;ept them as dwell- 

. 
“Rural folks prefer +, 

houses on stilts.” he said, : 
’ and added that it would i 

not be right if such 
houses were constructed 
in the urban areas where 
the cost of the land was 
very much higher. 

“It will be out of pro- ’ 
ortion for a $2,000 house 

8.e built on a piece of land 
costing. say $40.000,” he 

The De 
R 

uty Prime / 
Minister, w o was visibly ; 
im ressed b the UTM 

Y r do- t-yoursel house, said 
he was keeping an open 
mind about it. 

laid. 

He said the Govern- 1 
meat was ready to accept I 
kyc,z~ t of the cheap’ / 

& M could prove 1 
that such houses would ( 
he1 to solve housing , 
pro % lems in the country. 

“UTM has to carry out 
dee er 

P 
studies, partlcu- 

lar y  with regard to the 

P 
ossibility of reducing 
urther its costs and 

simplifying its construc- 
tion method ” he said 

On timbir houses,* he 
said such houses were no 
longer suitable from the 
view oint of costs and 
availa % 
rial. 

illty of the mate- 1 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir later attended 
a close-door briefing by 
UTM’s Vice-Chancellor 
Tan Sri Ainuddin Wahid.. 
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