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ggﬁ{fgﬁiﬂééﬁEIHigwMQHAMAﬂmbAID TODAY THE GOVERKMEMNT WOULS‘COg$TNUE

STRICTIN5 THE ENTRY OF FOREIGH RICE INTO THE COUNTRY'TO ALLOW
LOCAL PAD] FARMERS TO SELL THEIR PRODUCE IN A GLOSED MARKET,

Tt SAID THE RESTRICTION ONM THE ENTRY OF RICT FRCM THA{LAND
CHINA, iNDONESIA AND BANGLADESH WOULD BE CONTINUZD ALTHOUGH TQE
GOVERNMENT WAS LOSING M TERMS OF {MPORT DUTY. h

GIVING SERIOUS ATTENT iON TO LOOK!NG

AFTEQETSSVERNMENT WOULD CONTINUE
: 't INTERESTS OF PADI FARMERS UNTIL SUCH TIM THEY VE
REALLY EARNING H!GHER INCOMES THAM IN THE PAST,Ti © THAT THEY WERE

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS AT THE ' "
MACHINERY AND FERTILISER FOR FARME HE HANDING-QVER “F
KOEAW, AZOUT 16 TILES FROM Meme, oo A1 1He GERAKTANI COMPLEX I

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS INTENSIFY '

, Mh~ i 4 . N NUIFY'NG EFFOR < 70 "y =
$ﬁg% ?igiggé‘gﬁuﬁxﬂ,ﬁEPZﬁETSAW? TIME REDUCE PROﬁBCtth[EgQEQSEO
g RIS IR «HPvL«TFtlﬁ'fNCOP:S. —f'BERNAm, MORE 178N /7
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HE HAD D.R.CTED THE MUDA AGRICULTURAL DEVELUPMENT AUTHORITY
(MADA) TO (HTRODUCE DIRECT SOMING OF PAD! INSTEAD OF
TRANSPLANT ING SEEDLINGS FRUM DURSERIES TOQ THE FLOT, |

BY USING THIS METHOD, FARIMERS WOULD CUT DOWM L.BOUR COSTS,

DATUK SCRY DR. MAHATHER SAID THAT SINCE GROUP CILTIVATION WAS
INTRODUCED |8 KAMPUNG ASSAM JAWA LAST YEAR, THE YIELT OF PADI THERE
HAD IHCREASED BY 10 PER CIIT, S

IN JAWP ERDOI 1N PERLES WHERE THIS SYSTEM OF CULTIVATION WAS
ALSO PRACT iSZD, THE OUTPUT HAD INCREASED |
BY 37 PP GENT. . |

0E SAld T WAS TRUE THAT PADI FARMERS WOULD OBTAIN BETTER PROFITS
IF THE GOVERMMENT WERE TO 1UCRCASE PADI PRICES. o

HOWEVER, |F THE GOVERIMENT WERE TO DO THIS, THE PRICE OF RICE
WOULD ALSO’ INCREASE AND THIS OULD BADLY AFFECT THE 13.5 |
MILLION PEOPLE 1N THE COUNTRY, ESPECIALLY THOSE 1N THE LOWER INCOME -
GROUP, WHEREAS THE BENEFITS WOULD GNLY ACCRUE TO ONLY ABOUT 530,000
PAFt FARMERS, — BERNAMA MCRE 1753/SZ2 - '
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KEDAH MENTR1 BESAR DATUK SER| SYED NAHAR SHAHABUDDIN SAID THAT
SINCE DOUBLE-CROPPING WAS §MNTRODUCED IN THE MADA AREA, PADI .
PRODUCT 101 HAD INCREASED FROM 314,000 TONS-TO 800,000 TONS A YEAR,

AT THT SAME TIME, FARMERS? INCOME HAD ALSO | NCREASED. : ,

ACCORDI'G TO A STUDY I'Y MADA, THE AVERAGE |NCOME OF PAD!
FARMERS HAD INCREASED FROM 44,026 N 1566 TO $2,162 1N 1972/73,
54,961 1N 1975 AND 55,202 -1N 197€/79.

THE VALUE OF PAD! LANT HAD ALSO {NCREASED FROM $80C A RELONG
SR 108 TO THE COMPLETION OF THE IUDA IRRIGATION. SCHEME TO 85,000
AT PRESENT, ~— DERNAMA 175%5/SZ , o , »
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