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KUALA LUMPUR, MARCH 22 (RERNAMA) =— THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TH

LABOUR LAWS ENSHRINES THE RIGHT CF AN INDIVIDUAL TO WORK WITHOUT

 REMOVING HIS RIGHT TO RESORT TO INDUSTRIAL ACTION IF HE 1S WRONGED,
DEQUTY PRIME MINISTER, DATUK SERH{ DR./MAHATHlR MOHAMAQ/ SAID TODAY.

HE SA{D THAT THE AMENDNE\.’TC WERE ALCSOATMED AT NUT ONLY PROMQOT ING
THE WELFAPS CF THE WORKERS BUT ALSO THAT OF THE NATION.

HE STRESSED THAT THE GOVERMNMENT WAS NCT AGAINST LABOUR BUT TO ‘
THE CONTRARY 1T WANTED TO PROTECT LARCUR WHICH FORMED A HUGE SEGMENT
OF THE POPULATION,

+AS A GOVERNMENT WE APE RESPONSIPLE NOT ONLY TO THE WAGE EARNERS
BUT ALSO TQ THE SELF EﬁPLOYED THE UNEMPLOYED AND THE UNDER EMPLOYED
AND WE HAVE TO FA!R TO ALL, +. 'HE ADDED.

DATUK SZR1- MAHATH!R WAS PRIEFING NEWSMEN ON THE PROPOQED
AMENDMENTS TO THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT AND THE TRADE UNIONS
géNENDDEhT) ACT, 1980 nHlCH WULD BE PEbATED IN PARL!AMEDT ON

RIL 3,
Hz SAID THAT MALAYSIA QAD +THE MOST LIBERAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS
UNJONS COMPARED WITH NEIGHEOURING COUNTRIES,

+EVEN WITH THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS CUR LAROUR LAWS WILL STILL
BE VIRY LIBERAP M THE REGION,+ HI ADNDED. ~~PERNAMA MORE 1515/1B
N (=) : ‘
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1S DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THE PROPOSED AVENDVENTS WOULD
CURTA L POLITICIANS FROM MAKING USE OF UNIONS FOR THEIR OWN ENDS.,
AT WOULD ALSO PREVENT INTERNATIONAL TRADE -UNIONS FROM EXPLOITING
LOCAL dﬂhhﬁpq FOR THEIR OWN BRENzFIT.
HE POINTED OUT THAT THE LOCAL UNIONS +TRY. AND RALLY SUPPORT FROM

OouTe e UN?ON& TO DESTROY OUR.OWN ECONOMY.+

THE QCCENT DISPUTE BETWEEN MAS AND THE DEFUNCT AIRLINE EMPLOYEES
UNITOM WAS GDOD EXAMPLE OF THIS KIND OF FOREIGN UNFONIST INTERFERENCE
THE )'4 “ *«:}I\ 5 Or iht.. C OUNTRY

DATUK SERY DAQ.MAﬁATHER SAID LOCAL UNIONISTS DO NOT PROTEST

WHEN THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN THE WESTERN NATIONS PREVENTED OUR GOODS
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ROM SZING IMPORTED iNTO THEIR COUNTRIES. |
R e AeT 1T 18 THIS KIND OF PROTECTIONISM THAT OUR LOCAL UNIONISTS
LD FIGHT,+ HE SAID. | _ |

O 0PeD [OCAL UNIONISTS DO NOT FALL INTO THE TRAP OF UNION
LEADéRS IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES FCR THEIR ONLY;MOT!VE‘WAS TO.gNN—.

THE DEVELNP NG COUNTRIES FROM THE PROCESS OF INDUSTRiIALISATION,
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DR MAHATHIR - WHO 1S ALSO TRADE AND 1NDUSTRY MINISTER,
N AT OF YHE COUNTRY WAS TO REDUCE UNEMPLOYMENT TO THE
JRE OF FOUR PER CENT. ' ’ |
S HAPPENES {NDUSTRIES WHETHER THEY LIKE T OR NOT WiLL
HAVE TO RAISE THE PAY OF THEZIE WORKERS,+
i SATD THAT WITHIN THE NEXT 1C YEARS MALAYSIA WOULD BECOME A
POWERF UL COUNTRY PROVIDED THE PECPLE WERE WILLING TO WORK HARD AND
HELP THE GOYERNMENT ACHIEVE ITS TARGETS. o :
- AWE HAVE ALL THE RESOURCES NECESSARY FOR INDUSTRIALISATION LIKE
- OtL, POWER, SKILLED MANPOWER AND RAW MATERIALS.+ ‘
HE SISCLOSED THAT THERE WERE SOME +VERY BIG PROJECTS+ IN THE
PIPELING LIKE AN INTEGRATED STEEL MILL AND PETRO CHEMICAL PLANTS.
+IN FACT MOST OF THOSE. INTERESTED IN INVESTING /AN THE PROJECTS
VIERE LINING UP WAITING FOR US TC FICK THEM.,+ == RERNAMA MORE 1%30/%
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LABOUR AND MANPOWER MINISTER, DATUK RICHARD HO\WHO”WA

N \ be] \ \ R H S ALSO
PRESENT AT THE BRIEFING, DENIED UNION CLAIMS THAT THE PROPOSED
éﬁg?ggcxrs FORBADE UNIONS FROM TAKING INDUSTRIAL ACTION SUCH AS

*THIS 1S A MISCONCEPTION AS WE HAVE NOT TAKEN THIS RIGHT AWAY:

WHAT WE HAVE DONE 1S TO ENSU STRIK
A MORE OnpEcy DONE ENSURE THAT STRIKE ACTION IS TAKEN IN

+THE OTHER REASON 1S THAT WE WANT UNION MEM
THEY ARE GOING ON STRIKE. , - %ERS TO KNOW WHY.

+MOST OFTEN WORKERS WERE {GHORANT WHY THEY WENT ON STRIKE
AND JUST FOLLOWED THEIR LEADERS BLINDLY,+ HE SAID.

DATUK HO SAID THAT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD ALSO ENSURE
THAT POLATICIANS DID NOT EXPLOIT UNION WORKERS.



- OF THE POL|TICIANS BECAU

i THE TGOVERNMENT FEECS TH
iBED FELLOWS, .~ -
“THIT IS IN'THE INTERES

"‘\AND "IN THE END'THE WORKERS WILL:LOSE,+
DATUK Ho ALSO REFUTED' CLAINS. Y T‘-HF
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L e FuﬂY LABOUR AND MANPOWER MlNJQTER U

{»EXPLA'&‘NG THE I NDUSTR J'AL RELAT:| ONS "ACT.,~:SA L] T’

gf’ACT WHICH ‘WAS AIMED.TO FINDING/A: 'SPEEDY AND X

a D!vPUTt WAS ‘NOT AFFECTED. BY THE PROPOSED AMEN QENTS. '
B HE - $A3D THE SYSTEM OF COLLECTIVE BARGAI NING

. CONCILIATORY ROLE IN DISPUTES- AND: TH DECLSY

o INDUS STR 1AL COURT WOULD ‘ b
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