
KUALALUMPUR, Wed. - Without knowing -anyI- --’ “the gains are ---f~&~ 
Datuk Beri Dr Mahathir : thing about the situation .sionary which may disap- 
Mohamad made a stinging 
attack today on “high and 

prevailing in a country, 

mighty” British institutions 
they hinted darkly that they 

Pear like a mirage when 
these overtajred students,., 

and professionals who sat in’ 
would not recognise qualifi- / gradually vanish from the i 

judgment on otha while I 
cations unless the politics of I British scene,” he said. ‘:: 

turning a blind eye “on 
He added that the blow,“! 

their own racialism in their 
own country”. 

And he lashed out at. 
them for considering them- 
selves not only an authority 
on academic standards 

tical behaviour.” 

said, in an apparent hefe- 
rence to reports in thelbul- The recent restriction on i- _ 
letin of the Institution of foreign students in Britain 
Engineers, Malaysia. 

Datuk Set-i Dr Maha- 
is typical of an inherent ra- 

thir’s remarks came when 
cialist bias,a,gainsl non-Eu-- 

he opened a regional rhee- 
ropeans. 

ting .of Commonwerdtk en- 
Knowing that Malay- 

sians and other,Asians, due 
gineers. to an accident of history, 

He said : are forced to go to Britain 

. 

. 



6 Malaysia before iode- 
pondencc was sublcct 

to much restriction in the 
field of professional edu- 
cation. 

Very few locals were 
irained as engineers be- 
cnu~ the British colonial 
administration wanted luc- 
rative posts and the status 
of Government engineers 

,reserved for their own 
kind. 

As with the medical pro- 
fession. on the J basis of 
being Asiatic, fully quali, 
fied Malaysian engineers 
were appointed to inferior 
posts as compared with 
British engineers of doubt- 
ful qua&&ion. 

No matter how well Ma- 
laysian engineers perfor- 
med, they would not be ap 
pointed to posts reserved 
for British officers. 

The monopoly of the Bri- 
tish was maintained by ma- 
king only British 
qualifications reeognised 
for the purpose of practi- 
sing. 

This created the impres- 
,sion thatBritish st&d&ds 
iwere -superior and that 
those of. other. countries 
were unacceptable. 

for education, a deliberate 
policy of keeping them out 
is applied. 

On the other hand, Euro- , 
pans are exempted. 

We do not question the ! 
right of any Government to 
decide on any policy, but 

the British ~&ofessionals 
should recognise the racia- 
list in themselves before 
they so righteously con-’ 
demn racialism in others. 

And above all, do not 
make disparaging remarks 
about standards and indivi- 
<duals merely because you 
don’t like the nolitics. 

Profession& should be 
above such’bias. 

If  you want to be a politi; 
cian, then the honest thing 
to do is to quit the profes: 1. 
sion you trained for and 
join m&as a poBti&n. 

The Government does 
not wish to influence the lo- 1 
cal engineers as to the corn- 1 
pany they should keep. 1 

But I would like tn state : 
that Malaysia is nob an in- { . 
dependent country. 1 

logical effect of this colo- 
nial strategy that the 
British institutions them- 
selves to this day believed 
in their superiority ;;;;d that 
no one could really consider 
-himself professionally qua- 
,lifi$ until the British insti~ 
tuuons decided to recognize 
the qualifications. 

tutions and- professionals 

Of late, there is a ten- 
dency among British insti- 

not only to look at academic 
standards but also to consi- 
der themselves the arbiter 
of political behaviour. 

The Deputy Premier’s 
lremtiks on ’ ~&i,& 
education policy was 
echoed by Mr Wong Kin 
Hong, president of the Ins& j 
tution of Engineers. 

Mr Wang urged Britain- 
to reconsider her decision 
to impose higher fe&.on 
foreign students. He said 
Britain should not sacrifice . _,_ .-. -, 
her long-term interests for \ 
&m-t-term gains by cbar- 
.ging overseas students the 
fuB cost of fees. 
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