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SINGAPORE, APRIL QBé(BERNAMA) —|DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR
MORAMADNTODAY DISMISSED ANY LIKELI{HOOD OF A CUT ON TARIFFS FOR - -
[FPORT™ FROY OUTSIDE THE ASEAN REGION AND SAID THAT MALAYSIAN
o TARIFF LEVELS WERE ALREADY LOW ANOUGH, ' - B ‘

‘ THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE AVAILABILITY [N MALAYSIA
OF GOODS FROM ALi. OVER THE WORLD WAS AMPLE EVIDENCE THAT TARIFF
LEVELS WERE ALREADY LOW, . v -

SWHAT 12 NEEDED i€ FOR OTHER COUNTRIES TO REDUCE TARIFFS LEVIED
ON MALAYSIAN PRODUCGS,+ HE TOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE HELD JOINTLY
WITH SINGAPORE®S MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY -ENCIK'GOH CHOK
TONG AT THE CLOSE OF THE MNINTH ACEAN ECONOMIC. MINISTERS?® MEETING,
DATUK SER! TR, MAHATHIR, WHO 1S ALSO MALAYSIA?2S MINISTER OF
TRADE AND INDUSTRY, WAS RESPONDING TO QUEST JONS ON WHETHER MALAYSIA
WOULD REVIEW ITS TARIFFS IN THE LIKE OF THE STATEMENT BY SINGAPORE
PRIME MINISTER ENCIK LEE KUAN YEW THAT IN-PROMOT ING INTRA-ASEAN
TRADE, ASEAN SHOULD NOT ERREGT BARRIERS TO TRADE BETWEEN THE - -
“EG10NAL GROUP AND INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES, = BERNAMA MORE 1928/HS
NOBE  (F) ‘ HRER
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ENC!K LEE MADE THIS AND OTHER SUGGESTIONS 11 w1< ro
- : . SUGGESTIONS 1! HIS Opeyth,
EEEESSESNM%EQ%?R \BQFEKRE’E*}' DR, MAHATHIR Po;'r-‘rr?%k’o?frﬁ-p;'&fr‘ T er
ESATD oonee s, TIVELY LOWER THAN THOSE |4 Tz pryi or ;..
“NCIK GOH SAID THAT SINGAPORE, THE P . : R
WERE CURRENTLY WORK] one St THE PRILIPPINES vy puusie gy
LEVELS, TLY WORKING TOWARDS A GZNERAL REDUCTION (1 Tir1ep

REFERRING TO ENCIK LEE’S CALL FOR QREATC
CONSENSUS WHICH HAD BEEN THE‘RULEF?E ZEEATCR SATITUDE i eF 1ing



' ASEAN AGREEMENTS SO FAR, DATUK' SERI'DR. FAHATHIR €215 7ot
* SUGGEST 1ON MIGHT BE-PRAGTICABLE UNDER GERTAIN GIPCUMETLIGEg

AND SAID THAT WHEN FOUR COUNTRIES HAD AGREED ON A SUGGESTION AND

/HONE DID NOT OBJECT, THEN THE FOUR SHOULD PROCEED WITH THE PROJECT. -

DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS FELT. ,
THAT THEY SHOULD, WHEREVER POSSIBLE, STILL AIM AT comsswsuo., _
BERNAMA MORE 1933/HS O o
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| wBUT THERE IS A DISTINGT POSSITILITY THAT FOR A PARTICULAR

PEOJ§CT CHZ R THO COUNTRIESMAY KOT EE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE,+
_HE SAID ‘

..~ IN SUCH CASES T MlGHT BL SS%PLE 70 PROCFED WITH THE PROJFCT
AS AN ASEAN ONE AS LONG AS THE O%E OrR TUO COUNTRIES DlD NOT HAVE"

+BUT THROUGHOUT TH1S MEETIYC THIS NECCESSITY DID NOT ARISE
BECAUSE ALL PROBLEMS VWERE. RESD

ENCIK GOH SAID THAT THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS: AND PRIME MINISTER
LEE HINSELF FELT THAT ASEAN SHOULD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE AIN AT

‘«. ANY STRONG. CBJECT |ONS,.

- CONSENSUS 1IN REACHING DECISIONS,

ME ADDED THAT THE FIVE-VI?U°~O”L PROPOSAL WOULD BE -
A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION UNDER THE ASEAN INDUSTRIAL COMPLEMCNTAT!ON

PROGRAMME WHEN ONE OR TWO COUNTRIES LACKED THE COVPARATIVE ADVAN=- -

TAGE IN THE MANUFACTURE OF SOME COMPONENTS. ,

+UNDER ' SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES THE'”|VE—MINUS-0NE~PROPOSAL WOULD BE .'

WORKAPLE,+ HE ADDED. - BERNAMA NORE 1941/HS
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ENCIK GOH SAID THAT A STUDY ONTHE EFFECT IVENESS OF . ‘

- THE ASEAN PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENT WAS NOW UNDER WAY BUT
THAT T WOULD TAKE SOME TIME TO COMPLETE IN VIEW OF THE ADD!TIONAL
[TEMS GRANTED TARIFF. CUTS. = RERHAMA 10943/HS.

LVED THROUGH CONS hNSUS?+ HE ADDED. .

ENCIK LEE HAD CALLED H1S-SUGGESTION A +FIVE MIKUS Gli+ rCHQ9(~ o |
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