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KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 26 CBERNAMA) ——- ASEAN MUST DEVELGP IN'THE
ASEAN WAY = WITH ASEAN VALUES INTACT, DEPUTY PRIME MSNI”TER(DATU
SER| DR MA R _MOHAMAD SAID HERE TODAY.

NTNG OUT THAT THE CHALLENCES FACING THE ASSOCIATION IN THE
1980°S WERE IMMENSE, INCLUDING ITS INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, HE SAID
CONSULTAT ION, RESPECT FOR THE VIEWS OF OTHERS AND TOLERANCE ‘HAD
ALWAYS BEEN THE BASIS OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS I8 ASEAN SOCIETIES.

+LET THESE TRADIT IONAL VALUES HAVE THEIR PROPER PLACE IN OUR

LABOUR-MANAGEMENT RELAT@O&S - LET NOT ABSOLUTE MATERIAL!SM REIGN
SUPREME , +

HE ADDED

THE DEPUTY PR!ME MIN'STEP WHO WAS tLN§hG THE TWO-DAY THIRD
ASEAN LABOUR MINISTERS?® CON;ERENCE HERE, SAID WHILE CONFRONTATON
MUST GIVE WAY TO COOPERAT}ON, THE REAL STRENGTH OF ASEAN LABOUR
RELATIONS LAY IN THE RICH RESERVOIR OF VALUES AND WORK ETHICS

THAT WERE FOUND N THE Aé&AN ITRDIGENCUS CULTURES, = BERNAMA MORE
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ASEAN, HE SAID, MUST LcAR” FROM. THE MISTAKES OF THE. DEVELOPED
NAT 1ONS AND MAKE USE OF THE SLACK 1t Th;@” CCO\OW!C RECOVERY TC
ITS ADVANTAGE.

+TRADE UNIONS AND 4ANACC”CFWS UST NOT FALL E“TO THE WELL 10”;
GROOVES OF THEIR WESTERN COU\TEPPAPT% IN THEIR APPROACH TOWARD
THE RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES, :

+THE ECONOMIC COST OF # SUSTAINED INDUSTRIAL ST .i? 70
DEVELOP {NG MNATION iS TOO GREAT ,+ HE ADDED. .

STRESSING THAT THE iNDUETRIAL RELATIONS CLIMATE {H THE 1988%8
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WAS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE FOR THE ECOMOMif TRANSFORMAT ICN QF THE
ASEAN REGION, DATUK SERT DR MAHATHIR SAID MODERN INDbS!PY DEMANDED
A RESPONSIVE LABOUR FORCE :AND AN EDL!GH\FNED MANAGEMENT WHICH
RECOGNISED THAT A CONTENTED WORKFORCC WOULD BE MORE PRODUCTIVE Tihax
A DISSATISFIED ONE, :

+ I NDUSTR I AL RELATIONS CAN NO LONGER BE BASED ON THE CAPACITY YO
DO THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF DAMAGE.
- +|N A WORLD SAID TO BE_ BOVERNED BY QEA°ON AKD LOGIC SUCH A
BASIS FOR THE SETTLEMENT GF D|°PUTEQ 18 TOO PRYMIT:VE,% Hf SAID
— BERNAMA MORE 1429/LK * ,
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HE SAID THlS WAS WHY THE ASEAN. GOVERNMENTS HAD CfO%EN 70 PLAY
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN INDUYSTRIAL RELATIONS: AS THE CUSTODIAN
OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, THE GOVERNMENTS COQULD NOT AFFORD TO BE
SPECTATORS WHEN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES COULD BE JEOPARD!SED BY
WASTEFUL AND PROTRACTED LABOUR DISPUTES
HE SAID ONE WQULD NOTICE THE SHIFT I N THE DEVELOPM&NT %TRATEGIFS
OF ASEAN OVER THE YEARS FROM: PURELY ECONOMIC GROWTH TO A RAIRER -
AND MORE EQUITAZLE DISTRiIBUTION OF GOODS AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
WITH THIS SHIFT FROM PURELY ECONOMIC POLICY TO INCREASING X
ATTENTION TO SOCIAL RESTRUCTURIING, DATUV SER1 DR MAHATHIR 'SAID THE

~ _ROLE OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND MANPOWER HAD CHANGED RAPIDLY,

+WHAT USED TO"BE Ay GOVERNMENT TOOL MAINLY FOR THE PROTECTION OF
WORKERS THROUGH THE PPFPAPATiOﬂ AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LABOUR
STANDARDS AND SETTLEMENT. OF LABOUR DISPUTES, HAS NOW EVOLVED 1NTO
SOMETHING MUCH BROADER, EXTENDING INTO PROLLL?S CF EMPLOYMENT '
POLICY, TRAINING AWD T&E SPCC%AL NEEDS OF THE UNORGANISED SECTOP

SOC!AL CECURlTY AND OTHER MATTER | — BLQN&%A MORE 1 JJ/LK
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#IT 1S THIS DISTR IBUTIVE DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE
QUALITY OF WORKTAND THE PERFORMANCE OF LABOUR IN THE NATJONAL
DEVELOPMENT - GOALS THAT WOULD PGSE A CHALLENGE TO THE MiNISTERIES
OF LABOUR IN THE NEXT DEGADE,+ HE ADPED, :

EARLIER, THE?DEPUTY PRIME. MINTSTER 1BENTIFIED THE MANY PROBLEMS

,E?SEPONT"L THE; ECONOMIES AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES OF THE ASEAN

AMONG THEM WERE THE WORLDWIDE RECESSION, THE #1GH UNEMPLOYMENT
RATES iN EUROPE! AND THE UNITED STATES, THE TRADITIONAL TIE-UP OF
THE ASEAN ECONOMIES TO THEIR FORVER, COLONTAL RULERS , -
AND PRO:ECT%OV!SW . L »

HE, HOWEVER, STRESSED THaT THE PPOCHEPT FOR ASEAN IN THE 49807S
WERE FUNDAMENTALLY BRICH iT: F THE RICHT OPTIONS WEREZ SELECTED AWD
!MFLEMEVTED

EVER THOUSH THE COLONIAL MASTERS WERE GONE, HE SAlD THE DISTORTIO
Ck THE *Au OF COMPARATJVE ADCANTAGE HAD BEEN PERPETUATED

HAMA MORE 14)5/LK
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THE PROTECT IONISM FMPOSED BY THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN THE
4960%S AS A TEMPORARY MEASURE HAD -NOW BECOMZ A PERMANENT FEATURL
OF WORLD TRADE, AND THE *LOM d CE+ OF uEV:;OPi\G COUNTRIZS WA°
PERCEIVED AS A +THREAT+

THERE HAD BEEN CLAIMS ‘THAT TRADE WAS “UﬂFA?R* TO THE MORE

INDUSTR { AL1SED NATLON, AND +TO ANY OF US THIS UEEWS RATHER LIKZ
A MAN COMPLAINING ABOUT BEING RAFED BY A WOMAN,+ HE HDDFD ‘
DATUK SER! DR MAHATHIR SA§D ’EEAP MUST NOT BE CAUGHT 1N THE
VIC§OUS TRAP OF COMPET?NG WITH EACH OTHER THOUGH, HEY HAD u!MiLﬁ”
- RAW MATER|ALQ. '

+ASEAN HAS AN OBL!GAT!ON TO DEMONSTRATE TW; i NAPPL ECAE{L!TY OF
THE ECONOMIC NATION THAT SINCE THE fCONOWRC STRUCTURES OF THE
 DEVELCPIMG COUNTRIES -ARE ALL SIMILAR - THE Y ?U31 THEREFCRE BE
PITTED AGAINST EACH OTHER,+ HE ADDET,

THE TWO-DAY CONFERENCE WHICH 1S CHAIRED BY LABOUR AND MANPGWLR
MINISTER DATUK RICHARD HO, 1S ATTENDED BY THME MINISTER OF MANPOWER
AND TRANSMIGRATION OF lWDbNEb%A PROFESSOR HARUN A. ZAIN, THE
LABCUR MINISTER. OF THE. PHiL!PDi?tS ENCIK BLAS F,- OPch THE LABOUR
MINISTER OF S1NGAPORE, ENCIK ONG PANG BOON, AND THE DEPU’Y

MINJSTER OF INTER}OR :0F THAiLAND, ENC LK KASEW SIR I SUMPUIH,
BERNAMA 1439/4K .+ . T _
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