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TODAY is Budget Day. It ts also the 
‘100th day of Datuk Serf Dr Mahr&tir 
Mohamad as e 

A d I h% been an eventful 100 days 
for lfie ‘Mahathir Administration, unliie 
any other in the country’s histo 

r?’ 
a_, / 

cept perhaps for the heady days o Mer- 1 
deka in 1957. 

The new spirit inbued by the Prime 
Minister and his deputy, Datuk I 
Muss Hitam, has left in its wake contra 
versy, an image of a fast-moving and 

j 

action-oriented administration and a 
public scrambling to catch up with ,the 
pace set by the two leaders. 

And while the general consensus 
scents to be that the administration is 
doing a good job, there has also been 
worry that the two top leaders might, be 
burning themselves out. 

Datuk Seri Dr.Mahathir, asked that ’ 
his administration be given a year be 
fore any judgment is passed, and appa- 
rently the public is willing to give him 
the time he has asked for. 

The public rapping of civil servants 
and the exhortations to them to buck up 
or face the music have gone.down well 
with the public. 

the profit-oriented philosophy in govern 
ment agencies which have business 1 
dealings together with the shutting down 1 
bf lass-making ventures ,have got the, \ 
public rooting for the admuustratton. 

sidiaries of the Johore. art openly and backed the 
embattled Mentb. Besar 
and his positjon stilt W- 
mains uncertam ,(Hajr Ab 
.dul Rahii returned earlier 
this week and is now in 
Kuantan. He has said that 
he wbuldrgume duties as 
Maki bsar nexf wek. 

On Sept. 19;the Prime 
Minister opened the*MCA 
general J assembly with a 
warning to Barisan .Nasio- 
nap component parties not 
to disturb the status ‘quo, 
an apparent reference to 
.the MCA Youth resolution 

,,agatn the Prime Minister,’ zk&&N&ionaf ; ‘@had:! 
broke with tradition as a, SucceSsful 
previously the fimt Stop d I, "&wn raid" in tile London [ 

i ~daySian Pfime Minis, Stock Ex&@gf!. and gain: 
, ters yin thek. ,famifia&e- j ded majortw control .of:, 

tion tour d- Asean was nor- 
: ,mally Bangkok. 

Guthrie Corporation in’just.;- 
- . ! &ex hours - a move that 

A few .days later came sent shockwaves through .i 
the announcement by Da- the British financial e&b 
tuk Musa that the Prime 1 li&me&. ( / ‘, : ; 
Minister had directed all PNB paid out $317 mil- 

the previous day calling 
for a second Deputy Prime 
Minister, from MCA ranks, 
be appomted. 

On Sept. 29, ‘Dunlop 
,Holdiis sold Dunlop J&m- 
tes to Multi-Purpose Hold- 
ings Berhad in’ a s X” 
move for. $211.14 m On, 
and -again the- Britfsh fi- 
nancial community $eact. 
ed with horror. 

. 

. 



The first hint of the 
cracking pace to be set by 
the new Prime Minister 
came when he announced 
that he would name his 
Cabinet on July 18 - just 
two days after being 
sworn-in as the head of go- 
vernment. 

And in the reshuffle, two 
Denutv / Ministers were 
promoted to full Ministers 
(Datuk Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi and Encik Sanusi 
Junid), four senior Minis- 
ters were moved to new 
portfolios and Tengku Ra- 
zaleigb Hamzah was reap- 
nointed Finance Minister. 

Five days later, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir chaired 
his first Cabinet meeting 
as ‘Prime Minister and an 
nounced the revival of the 
National Action Council 
and National Economic 
Council: 

On July 30, the new De- 
puty Premier and Home 
Minister, Datuk Musa. an- 
nounced the release of 21 
Internal Security Act ,de- 
tainees. 

Among those freed were 
former Deputy Minister in 
the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment Datuk Abdullah 
Ahmad, Partai Sosialis 
Rakyat Malaysia chalr- 
man Kassim Ahmad and 
ttio DAP MP’s; Chan Kok 
Kit and Chian Heng Kai. 

Datuk Muss also an- 
nounced that the, ban im- 
posed on the sale of Datuk 
Seri:Dr Mahathir’s contro- 
versial book, “The Malay 
Dilemma,” bad been lifted 
- and the book was soon 
on its way to being,a best- 
seller. 

Two days later, former 

bad been asked to do so by 

tion) 
After Hari Baya Puasa, 

on Aug. 3, the Prime, 
Minister cracked the.whip 
and civil servants were’ 
told to shape up or face, the, 
music. 

The clock-in system was’ , 
introduced on a trial basis 
and civil’ ‘servants were 

Bangkok Ib meet Thai Pre- -’ would not attend the Corn-’ 
mier Gen .Tan Sri Prem monwealth ” 

qf his political career. 
meeting. in 1 On’ Oct. 2, the Prime 

Tinsulanonda. ‘. r Melbourne as he had more Minister announced ’ that 
The next day, Datuk , important tasks to attend:. afl tenders and ayards to 

Muss, who was on an offi-,. 8 toat home. 
cial visit to Perlis, ordered 

,/ British firms by’govern- 
The announcement was, ment agencies must fit 

that two loss-making sub:’ 
sidiaries of the.Perlis State ‘. 

met with tut-tutting’bby the. & ,cleared’by his depart- 

Economic 
foreign diplomatic commu- 

Development ‘> 
ment - an ai;pamnt reta- 

nity and an Australian hation to the rihsh atbtu- 
told to increase nroductl-: Corporation be shut dotin 
vity and be more efficient; ” (up- to date,:: a total of @ 

Six days later. Datuk ;.’ SEDC subsrdiaries ‘have 
.4 

.’ Broadcasting. Corporation :” des following PNB’s aFq?- 
‘” station in - Queensland, sition of Cuthrle. 

,I ,, Australia; broadcast a sa_ ; The British Press react- 
‘.’ tii implying that the Pri-, ed. :typicaW, ImfJ? sting 
‘1 me Minister was a wag. :. ( 1and:emotional .anp-MahW 

Australian @‘or&m’ Mi-j :sian editOri&'whch &XJ 
.' 

Seri Dr I&hathir received 1. been ~,,ord!Xed to .he shut 
Chinese Premier Zhao Zi- .: . _-.. La..-...... 
Yaw! - and .bld him ‘down due to heavy losses 
bluntly that hklngk SUP incurred by them).. 
port for the Communist ,, D&h Muss has s$ f& 
Party of Malaya (CPM) also visited 
was an obstacle in relal 

Penang, 
Negri Sembilan; a@ Sara- 

tio~_. between Malaysia, wak. ,;_ ,:I 

n&t&r Tony Street aiid Prl-; 
me Minister Malcolm Fra-, ‘. 
ser later’ apologised to Da- ! 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir for s 
the broadcast and said it’ 

‘I, was in poor taste, ‘ana umi. .’ .’ ” Just about a’~~e&l&r; .: 

“The blunt language sur;! on Sept. 2, Datuk f&i Dr 
prised tbe Chinese ‘Pre- Mahatbir told a Press #on- 
mier and diplomats were ference after ‘a C8binet : 
also put on notice that tber meeting. that. the Govern-’ 
no-nonsense style of Datuk: @ent ‘would introduce la,.- 
Seri Dr. Mahathir extended glslation to amend the Se- 

i .fhen on Sept. 17, Datuk 
j Seri Dr Mahathir was fac- 
1 edl WA: hrs first blg p&i- 

- the controversy 
over Pahang Mentrl Besar 

“. Haji Abdul Rahlm Bakar. 
The issue involved poli- 

turur$ f~; to ,contain er- 

’ On the night of Oct. .2, 
Da&k Serl Dr Mahathii 
left for Penang to open the 
MIC general assembly the 
next day - by train. 

f”I want to see for my- 
seJf the improvemen,ts 
made by Malay?? Rati- 
way,” he said. 

.O ening the MIC as- 
sem 8 ly, he reiterated that 
t&e status q’uo stays and 



also praised- the, party for 
settling its ‘internal prob- 
lems. 

On Oct. f0, Datuk S&i 
br ‘Mahathir told reporters 
in,Alor Star that the issue 
of a second ‘Deputy Prime 
Minister did not arise. This 
was after a verbal slang- 
ing match between Umn@ 
Youth leader Datuk Haji 
Suhaimi Kamaruddin and / 
MCA Youth chic4 Datuk ~ 
Lee Kim Sai on the @sue. 
. On Wednesday, the Pri- 

/ 

me Minister met an MCA 
Youth delegation that sub- 
mitted a memorandum 
containing the resolutions 
passed by.-& 
at its assembly. 

youth wing 

Apd today, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir’s 100th day as 
Prime Mint&r, Finance 
Minister Tengku Razateigh ) 
Hamzah presents the fit I 
B@get of the’ Mahathir 1 
Administration. 

- 
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