NOS4 (F) ,
INTERVIEW v

KUALA LUMPUR, OCT. ?g’ (BERNAMA) =~ |DATUK SER DR, MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SGRANTED AN INTERVI%W ‘LASTING MORE THAN TWO HOURS, TO
HFWWIE“JAND REPRESENTATIVES OF TWO LEADING NEWSPAPER GROUPS
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 10NTH DAY [N OFFICE AS PRIME MINISTER
RECENTLY, FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT:

JOURNALISTSy DATUK, WHENEEVER (THE LATE U.S. PRESIDENT) KENNEDY
' WENT THROUGH 100 DAYS, THERE WOULD BE A SIGN|FICANT
EVENT. WELL, | THINK THE MEDIA IN THE COUNTRY WOULD

L1 KE TO MAKE SOMETHING OUT OF YOUR 1Nn0 DAYS AS WELL.
WHEN YOU HAVE A NEW REGIME WHICH 1S VERY ACTIVE AND

Ll Wi

VERY FORCEFUL......A LOT CAN BE DONE lN 100 DAYS. '
PMe (LAUGHS) GO ON WITH WHAT YOU WERE oAY!NG ABOUT 100 DAYS

JOURNALIST: YES. WHEN YOU HAVE A VERY ACTIVE GOVERNMENT 100 DAYS
IS A VERY LONG TIME, CAN WE ASK YOU ABOUT YOUR FIRST
100 DAYS ~~ WHAT ARE YOUR lMPRESSIOdS WHAT DO YQU
THINK YOU HAVE DONE AND WHKAT ARE THE THINGS YOU THINK
YOU HAVE TO DO THAT YOU HAVE ONLY STARTED OR
BEGUN TO D07

—- RERNAMA MORE 1730/A7
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INTERVIEW © KUALA LUMPUR

PM3

JOURNALIST:

IT'S VERY DIFFICULYT FOR ME T& ASSESS WHAT |’VE DONE.

I KNOW WHAT INSTRUCTIONS 1'VE GIVEN. WHETHER THESE
INSTRUCTIONS ARE CARRIED OUT, WHETHMER THEY ARE
EFFECTIVE OR NOT, IT’S EASIER FOR PEOPLE OUTSIDE TO
ASSESS. SITTING IN THIS ROOM, GIVING DIRECTIVE, - -
MAKING DECISIONS AND ALL THAT DOES NOT GIVE ME A
PERSPECTIVE FROM OUTSIDE AS TO HOW THOSE DIRECTIVES
HAVE BEEN SEEN. IT’S DIFFICULY FOR ME TO SAY. PEOPLE
KEEP ON SAYING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN GIVING THESE GRDERS,
THOSE ORDERS, WHAT ARE THE RESULTS? | REALLY DON'T
KNOW. THAT’S WHY | THOUGHT THAT MAYBE AFTER A YEAR,
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO SEE DIFFERENCES. BUT WHETHER OR
NOT THERE ARE ANY DIFFERENCES IN THE FIRST 100 DAYS,
fT*S FAIRLY DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY. a

BUT DATUK, DON'T YOU FEEL THAT SOCIETY HAS IN FACT
AWAKENED TO SOMETHING NEW, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE. -

 THIS HAS PARTLY BEEN CALLED THE TWO ’M’ (MAHATHIR-MUSA)

TRANSFORMATION AND THEY CONSIDER THE TWO 'M’, TRANS~
FORMATION HAS BEGUN, THERE 1S A NEW SENSE OF DIRECTION
TOWARDS A CLEAN, EFFICIENT AND DISCIPLINED SOCLETY.
SOME PEOPLE HAVE CALLED THIS THE C,D AND & FORMULA,

DO YOU THINK 1T’S FAIR FOR PEOPLE TC SAY THAT-THERE 1S
THE BEGINNING OF A TRANSFORMATION PROCESS? o

~~ BERNAMA MQRE 1734/AZ
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INTERVIEW 3 KUALA LUMPUR

PMy

JOURNAL ST

PM¢

HOPE SO. BUT WHETHER IT+1S SO OR NOT |S ‘SOM&-
¥E%hé éLSEv | WOULD LIKE TO SEE WHAT YOU SAY DONE.
THIS IS WHAT | THINK BOTH MUSA AND i LIKE TO SEE HAPPFg
IN THIS COUNTRY. BUT HAVE WE BEEN ABLE TO DO IT?_IT i
FAIRLY EASY TO SAY.....WELL, LET’S DO BETTER. BUT IS
IT REALLY BETTER? | DON’T KNOW. '

SO FAR, WHAT WOULD YOU CONSIDER AS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE
YOU HAVE FACED, DATUK?

BIGGEST CHALLENGE HAS BEEN TO MOTIVATE THE PEOPLE,
;g$ ONLY (GOVERNMENT) OFFICER3 BUT ALL CITiZEN$¢IOARE
REALISE WHAT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES, THEIR ROLES;_‘S NoT
TOWARDS NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT = DEVELOPMENT WHlCﬁ-H _
CONFINED TO MATERIALISTIC DEVELOPMENT BUT ONE waLgAN
PROVIDES FOR SPIRITUAL ACHIEVEMENTS, AFTER ALL,:"
CANNOT LIVE ON BRFAD ALONE, WE MUST HAVE A SENSE“AN
OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AS A RACE SO THAT WE CANPBE O&éb DOUN
EQUAL FOOTING WITH OTHER PEOPLES AND NOT Bt LOQTd HEAR
UPON. TO ME, THIS 1S IMPORTANT, | DON'T LlKEaJS'AN
WHETHER | GO AND WHENEVER | SAY THAT |I'M A MALAXZY ,
PEOPLE WILL TURN THEIR FACES AND SAY: AH, THE L'T WANT
MALAY. THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING, | DON']
THIS. —~— BERNAMA MQRE 173R/AZ
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MAHATHIR = KESZLAMATAN 3 KUALA LUNMPUR

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR MENEGASKAK CABARAR DALAM DEKAD LAPAN-
PULUHAN iTU CUMA BOLEH DIATAS! OLEH NEGARA DENGAN MENJAD) BERDIKARI
DALAM SEBERAPA DANYAK 3iDANG YANG MUNGK [N,

+ NI ADALAH SATU HAK IKAT YANG TERPAKSA DITEZRIMA KERANA PADA
AKHIRNYA KEMAMPUAN SESEBUAH KREGARA MEMPERTAWANKAN KCEEBASANNYA
SEND IR YANG MENENTUKAN MASA DEPANKYA,~ TEGAS BELI&U.

BEL1AU BERKATA NEGARA INY PERLU MELEMNGKAPKAN KEMAMPUAN DARI
SEGI KETENTERAAAN SUPAYA DARPAT MENGAMBIL TANCCGUHGJAWAD SEPENUHNYA
UNTUK PzRTAHANAN NEGARA,

BAGAIMANAPUN, KATAMNYA, PEMBESARAN PASUKAN KESELAMATAN TANPA
KEKUATAN EKONOMI TIDAK AKAN MEMBER] MAKKA KERANA AKAN MEINGKATKAN
P%éggg;UNGAN KEPADA KUASA-KUASA BESAR YANG MEMPUNYAI KEPENTINGAN

EDA.

+PEMBANGUNAN EXONOMI KiTA TIDAK AKAN DAk TIAK HARUS TERJEJAS

DENGAN SEBARANG TAMBAHAN PERBEL ANJAAN UNTUK PERTAHANAN,
+SEBALIKNYA 1A HARUS MENCGAD] DOROWNGAHN KE ARAH PIMBANGUNAN
SKONOMI YANG LEBIHW PESAY,+ UuaR BELT AU, :

BEL AU MENEGASKAN FAKTOR uTaMma DALAM KETAHAMNAR wEGARA ADALAH
PERANAN DAN PENGLIBATAN RAKYAT ScCARA MINVELURUK HASIL DARI
KESEDARAN TERHADAP MASALAW YANG DiHADAPI OLEW NEGARA.
~—BERSAMBUNG 1641/ AH :

B563 iy
MAHATHIR = KESELAMATAN 4 KUALA LUMPUR

KEBANGK I TAN SEMANGAT KEHEGARAAN ATAU PATRIOTISHA PERLU
DlTlﬁGKATKAN DI KALARGAN RAKYAT MEGARA iNi SUPAYA MEREKA CINTA DAN.
KAS | HKAN NEGARA HIWGGA SANGGUP MEMPERTAHANKANNYA DENGAR. WRYAWA SE-

KAL {PUN, '

+SEMANGAT YANG MELETAKKAN ¥SUTAMAAN KEPAD4L REGARA DAN AKAN

MERASAKAN BAHAWA SETIAP SEORANG DARI KITA DU MaANA KITA BERADA ADALAI

LAMBANG DAN IMEJ NEGARA,+ TAMBALNYA.

+KITA PERCAYA SEKIRANYA SEMANGAT iHI BERJAYA DISEMAIKAN DAN
TUMBUH DENGAN SUBURNYA Dt HAT! RAKYAT, KITA JUGA AKAN DAPAT MUNCUL
SEBAGA! SATU BAWGSA YANG BERJAYA DAN DIHORMATI DI DUNIA,+

DATUK SER! DR.MAHATH!R KESAL KERANA TERDAPAT SEGOLONGAN RAKYAT
YANG MASIH BELUM MEMPUNYAD SEMANGAY NI MALAH TIDAK MQHU ~
MENYAMAKAN DiR! MEREKA DENGAN NEGARA SEOLAH~OLAH TANGGUNGJAWAB
TERHADAP NEGARA ADALAN SEMATA=-MATA TANGGUNQJUAWAB KERAJAAN.

MEREKA INI SANGGUP MEMBURJK-BURUKAN NAMA DAN - {MEJ NEGARA SEN-

DIRI BUKAN SAHAJA DI DALAM NEGER! MALAH DI LUAR NEGERI DALAM FORUM-
FORUM ANTARABANGSA DAN SEBAGAINYA.

DI DALAM NEGER! PULA, SERING KAL)} TENTANGAN YANG DITU. 'KAN
KEPADA KERAJAAN DATANG DAR| KALANGAN RAKYAT YANG BERADA . KAWASAN
DI MANA PEMBANGUNAN TELAH DIiLAKSANAKAN, -

PERS IDANGAN TiGA HARI ITU'DIHADIR! OLEH 92 ORANG PEGAWA! DAERAH
DARI SELURUH MALAYSIA. '

—BERNAMA 1645/ AH
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PM (conrlnuen). L*VE BEEN BROUGHT UP IN THIS KIND OF ATMOSPHERE.
CERTAIN EXTENT, THE SO-CALLED WEAKNESSES OF THE: MALAYS:
ARE RUBBED OFF'ON THE OTHER RACES IN THIS COUNTRY, |-/
REALLY CANNOT STAND THIS. | WANT PEOPLE TO RESPECT

: MALAYSIA

_ |
. JOURNALIST: - SO FAR HAVE WE NOT GAINED RESPECT FROM THE INTER= f
NATIONAL COMMUNITY? . o

PMe " IF WE COMPARE WITH THE PAST. OF cobaselwé HAVE NOW
GAINED MORE RESPECT. HOWEVER, WE HAVE YET TO REACH
AN UURIAL STATUS WITH THE DEVELOPED ~OUNTRIES WHiuHAEAw

Bl ADAPTING A PATRONISING ATTITUD! TOWARDS US. }
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NOSB (F) v
INTERVIEW 5 KUALA LUMFUR :

JOURNALIST: DATUK, LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, COULD YOU TELL US WHAT {a
YOUR DREAM OF MALAYSIA?

PM: | WOULD LIKE TO SFE MALAYS|A EMERGING A3 A DEVELOPED
COUNTRY WITHOUT LOSING ITS GOOD CULTURA), SPIRiTUAL
VALUES., THE GOOD VALUES THAT WE HAVE WE MUST RETAIH
WHILE WE TAKE OUR PLACE AMONG OTHER DEVELOPED
NATlONS THAT’S MY DREAM,

JOURNALIST: DO YOU HAVE A DREAM OF THIS COUNTRY BECOMING AN INDUS-
TRIALISED COUNTRY OF THE NORTH?

g WELL, IT? S NOW A DREAM. |IT IS SOMETHING | HOPE T WORK
TOWARDS, WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE THIS WHILE |'M
STILL LIVING OR WHILE I’M PRIME MINISTER BUYT THE PROCESS
MUST BE STARTED, THIS PROCESS OF ACCELFRATED DEVELOP-
MENT. WE MUST START NOW. WHETHER OR NOT WE SUCCEED WHILE
1 'M PRIME MINISTER IS IRRELEVANT.

-~ BERNAMA MORE 17&3/AZ

N701 (F)
INTERV I EW 6 KUALA LUMPUR |

A DATUK, MOST OF THE THINGS WE SIEK TO ACHIEVE

JOURN L'ST'WOULD LARGELY DEPEND ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
STABILITY IN THE COUNTRY., TO HAVE THIS STABILITY,
{T IS VITAL THAT WE HAVE NATIONAL UNITY, WHAT ARE
YOUR VIEW ON THE STATE OF NATIONAL UNITY AT
PRESENT? ARE WE MORE UNITED, MORE CQHESIVE,
THAN WE WERE DURING THE PREZMAY 13 PERIOD, FOR
EXAMPLE?

P AGAIN, MATTERS SUCH AS THFSE ARE RELAT! VE. IF WE COM-
PARE WITH THE PAST, THE SITUATION ‘NOW WOULD BE
BETTER. HOWEVER, ? WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE AND AT THE
SITUATION NOW, PERHAPS WE HAVE NOT ACHIEVE WHAT
WE SHOULD HAVE ACHIEVED. IF WE COMPARE THE
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY WITH THAT [N OTHER
COUNTRIES WHERE THE PEOPLE ARE ALSO OF VARIOUS
RACES, THAN MAYBE THE SITUATION HERE |3 MUCH
RETTER. NOW, IF WE COMPARE QURSELVES WiTH
THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE REALLY UNITED, FOR ;
EXAMPLE THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE HOMOGENOUS WE
HAVE YET TO REACH THEIR STATUS. THESE ARE ALL
RELATIVE., ~— BERNAMA MORE 18&7//cw
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INTERVIEW 7 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONT. )IIF WE SAY THE SITUATION HERE iS NOT GCOD, WE WOULD NOY
BE ACCURATE. IF 1T'S NOT GOOD, THEN WE WOULD NOT
- HAVE ACHIEVED THE SUCCESS THAT WE HAVE ACHlEVED
- - SO -FAR,
JOURNALISTl THE MANNER IN WHICH CERTAIN QUARTERS HAVE BEEN MAKiNb
DEMANDS, CAN THIS NOT DESTROY THE UNITY THAT WE
ARE NURTURING?

PMy WELL, ANYBODY CAN MAKE DEMANDS. WHEN WE SET A CERTAIN
GOAL, SAY 30 PER CENT, PEOPLE WILL SAY WHY NOT .
50 PER CENT? IF WE SET 50 PER CENT AS THE TARGET
THERE’LL BE OTHERS WHO'LL SAY WHY NOT 70 PER CENT?
DEMANDS SUCH AS THESE CANNOT BE AVOIDED., WHAT 1S ,
IMPORTANT 1S THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE PROBLEMS ARE
'SOLVED. |F WE HAVE A MECHANISM WHICH WE CAN USE
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS, THIS IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE
DEMANDS MADE, -- éERNAMA MORE 1854/2CM
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INTERVIEW 8 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONT., )lIF WE ARE MORE SENSITIVE T0 THE PROCESS OF MAKING DEMANDS
THAN TO ACHIEVEMENT =-= WHEN ACHIEVEMENT |S NOT '
' THERE AND DEMANDS ARE ALREADY GREAT —~= | THINK
WE CAN NEVER HAVE STABILITY OF PEACE IN THE.
COUNTRY, THAT'’S WHY | SAY THIS MATTER SHOULD NOT
BE. MADE AN |SSUE. B o o

JOURNALISTs DATUK, ON YOUR STATEMENT THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF A
: SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER CANNOT BE CONSIDERED
FOR THE PRESENT, THE WORLD +PRESENT+ HAS GIVEN
RISE TO . CONJECTURE.

- PMy SAID +IN THE PRESENT SITUATION,+ NOT +FOR THE PRESENT+
THE +PRESENT SITUATION+ MAY CHANGE TOMORROW..
IT MAY NOT CHANGE IN THE NEXT 30 YEARS, OR EVEN
50 YEARS, |F THE SITUATION DOES NOT CHANGE
THEN THE +PRESENT SITUATION+ REMAINS, THUS THE
“THE DEMAND 1S NOT APPROPRIATE NOR TIMELY., ==
BERNAMA MORE 185h/ZCM :

N7 (F) :
INTERVIEW 9 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONTINUED) HOWEVER ONE DAY 30 YEARS HENCE OR EVEN TOMORROW
WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ALL RACSS IN THE COUNTRY ARE REAL- ™
LY UNLTED, THEN THE SITUATION WOULD HAVE CHANGED,
THEN IT MAY BE CONSIDERED, PERHAPS BY ME IF I’M STILL
AROUND, PERHAPS BY SOMEONE " ELSE. :

JOURNAL STy PERHAPS THE QUESTION OF HAVING OF A ECOND DEPUTY PRIME
MINISTER FROM THE CHINESE COMMUNITY WILL THEN NO LONGER
ARISE. 'PERHAPS EVEN .THE PRIME MINISiER CAN BE FROM THAT
COMMUNITY. IS THIS WHAT YOU MEAN?

PM 1 I.CAN’T SAY, WE MUST REMEMBER THAT ACCORDING TO' THE -
CONSTITUTION, THIS IS POSSIBLE. THERE’S NO SPECIFIC -
'RESTRICTION, HOWEVER, THE SITUATION NOW DOES NOT PERMIT
AND THIS HAS BEEN ACGEPTED BY THE MCA YOUTH. |F THE
SITUATION CHANGES IN THE FUTURE, THAT’S ANOTHER
QUESTION, —- BERNAMA MORE 1849/HM » »
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INTERVIEW 10 KUALA LUMPUR :

JOURNALISTy ON THE MATTER OF ACHIEVING TRUE UNITY, WHAT ARE YOUR.
VIEWS? WHAT -ARE THE STEPS THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN?

PM3 COMMUNAL FEELINGS CAN ONLY BE ELIMINATED IN A SITUATION
WHERE GAPS NO LONGER EXIST IN THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY,
WHERE A COMMUNITY 1S NO NONGER {DENTIFIED. WITH A CERTAIN
VOCATION, IN SUCH A SITUATION, THERE’LL BE NO FEELINGS
OF SUSPICION THAT ONE COMMUNITY WILL CEASE TO BE OR BE .
OPPRESSED. PROBLEMS EXPERIENCED NOW WILL THEN NO LONGER
BE ENCOUNTERED., THAT’S WHY UNDER THE NEW ECONOMIC
POLICY WE SEEK TO RESTRUCTURE SOCIETY SO THAT IDENTIFi-
CATION OF RACE WITH OCCUPATION, WILL BE ERADICATED, AT
PRESENT THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS STILL EXIST, WHEN WE
TALK OF GOING TO THE SHOP, EVEN IN OUR PROVERBS, WE
TALK OF GOING TO A CHINESE SHOP, AS {F SHOPS MUST
NECESSARILY BE CHINESE~RUN, e }

ONE DAY, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO SAY WE’RE GOiNG A
MALAYSIAN SHOP, NOT CHINESE, INDIAN OR MALAY,
~-BERNAMA MORE 185/HM '
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INTERVIEW 11 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONTINUED) sWHEN WE TALK OF THE WORKERS OR THE TOWKAYS, WE SHOULD
NOT CARE WHETHER THEY ARE MALAYSOR CHINESE OR |
SOME MALAYS AND SOME CHINE. THE WORKERS, IF THEY &RE
CAPABLE, SHOULD BE TAKEN IN, REGARDLESS OF RACE, SUCH
A SITUATION HAS YET TO EMERGE. WE HAVE NOT REACHED
THIS LEVEL, PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE RACIAL QUESTION
AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF OTHER PROBLEMS. IF WE ARE ALL
DILIGENT, CAPABLE AND WILLING TO WORK HARD, BEING
'MALAY OR’CHINESE SHOULD NOT BE A PROBLEM, THIS WAS
WHAT 17D EXPLAINED TO THE MCA YOUTH ON THE QUESTION
OF DISTRICT OFFICERS. WHETHER A DISTRICT OFFICER 1S
A MALAY OR A CHINESE IS NOT THE QUESTION, THE QUESTION
IS , THE OFFICER MUST BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY, IF HE IS ACCEPTED, THE QUESTION OF RACE
SHOULD NOT ARISE. FOR EXAMPLE, ENCIK SAW CHEE LENG
HAS BEEN THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION IN PAHANG, ;
TRENGGANU AND KELANTAN FOR 18 YEARS. THE PEOPLE IN
KELANTAN REFUSE TO RELEASE HIM. THEY LIKE HIM SO MUCH
THAT EVEN |F WE WANT TO SEND A MALAY 'OFFICER THERE,
THEY/WOULD NOT AGREE TO IT. == BERNAMA MORE
2018/ 1B
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INTERVIEW 192 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONTINUED) s THE QUESTION THEREFORE 1S NOT RACE BUT THE ACCEPTANCE
OF THE PERSON, IF A CHINESE IS ABLE TO ADAPT HIMSELF
IN A COMMUNITY OR IF A MALAY IS ABLE TO ADAPT HIMSELF
AMONG THE TOWKAYS, THE QUESTION OF MAKING A SELECT!ON
ON THE BASIS OF RACE DOES NOT ARISE.

JOURNAL ISTy DATUK, DON’T YOU FEEL THAT THERE IS NOW A TENDENCY
FOR RACIAL POLITICS TO BE ENHANCED, WITH THE EROSION
OF THE OLD POWER OF THE ALLIANCE. NOW YOU HAVE PER-
HAPS THREE COMPONENT PARTIES VYING FOR CHINESE VOTES--
THE MCA, GERAKAN AND PERHAPS TO A LIMITED EXTENT
THE PPP. SIMILARLY WITH THE INDIAN VOTES--THE MI& AND
TO A LESSER EXTENT, THE PPP. SO THEY TEND TO PLAY
RACIAL POLITICS BY APPEALING FOR COMMUNAL UNITY
TO MAINTAIN THEIR OWN STRENGTH IN THE BARISAN. IN
FACT WE ARE ENCOURAGING MORE OF THIS KIND OF RACIAL
BALANCING., =- BERNAMA MORE 2022/IB

CNNATY (F)
INTERVIEW 13 KUALA LUMPUR

/ T ! ONLY THE CHINESE AND THE INDIANS BUT THE MALAYS

P 2830 HBWEVER IF WE TAKE THE MAUORITY, THE SILENT
MAJORITY WHO ARE ACTUALLY THE DECIDING FACTOR,
THESE MATTERS HAVE NO EFFECT. THE CHOICE OF THE
SILENT MAJORITY 1S NOT BASED ON EXTREMISM, MORE
ON STABILITY. THAT’S WHY UP TILL NOW M) DDL E~OF
THE-RQAD PARTIES, == |F COMPARATIVELY SPEAKING
MCA CAN BE CALLFD ONE COMPARED WITH THE DAP FOR
EX[‘(MPLEH UMnG wiTH PAS AND MIC WiITH JTHER
”hnUViNlSTIC INDI AN GROUPS == ARE STi.L

ASORITY. FUTREMISM witl BE THERE N ANY

COMMUN!TY AND AT ANY TIE. WE CANNOT AVOID THIS IN
ANY COUNTRY. IF {T’S NOT EXTREMISM BASED ON RACE,
THEN 1T’LL BE EXTREMISM BASED ON CLASE OR | DEO-
LOGY. == BERNAMA MORE 2020/ZCM

Nossr  (F)
INTERVIEW 14 KUALA LUMPUR

ALAYS| A-BRITISH

RNAL1ST: DATUK, DO YOU THINK YOUR VIEWS ON M

JOURNAL ‘RELATIONS ARE M|SUNDERSTOOD INTERNALLY AND
EXTERNALLY?

W



PMg | DON’'T KNOW WHY THEY MUST BE MINSUNDERSTOOD. |

WAS VERY CLEAR ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS

BRITAIN, VERY, VERY CLEAR., WE ARE NOT CUTTING OFF
TRADE RELAT!ONS WITH THEM, WE ARE NOT CARRYING OUT A
GENERAL BOYCOTT OF BRITISH GOODS, ALL WE ARE

SAYING IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BUY BRITISH
IF WE CAN HELP IT. BUT WE WILL STILL BUY  |F WE
CANNOT HELP IT.

JOURNAL1STS: SOME FOREIGN INTERESTS HAVE EXPANDED THESE EVENTS
TO SAY NOW THAT WHAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS DOING
IS SHAKING AND WILL SHAKE THE CONFIDENCE OF -
INVESTORS AS A WHOLE, NOT ONLY FROM BRITAIN BUT
ALSO FROM OTHER COUNTRIES,

PM: THE FOREIGN INTEREST 1S LARGELY BRITISH INTEREST.
THAT’S WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN SAYING ALL THE TIME.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THESE OPINIONS WERE FIRST
BROUGHT OUT DURING THE SIME DARBY PROBLEM, A LONG
TIME BEFORE THIS IDEA OF A DAWN RAID. THEN WE WERE
BUYING OPENLY N THE MARKET, -- BERNAMA MORE ?027/ZCM

NORO 3 (F)
INTERVIEW 15 KUALA LUMPUR

P4 (CONT.)sWE WERE CONFORMING TO THE RULES PREVAILING THEN. IN
FACT, TUN TAN SIEW SIN MADE A CLEAR STATEMENT -
THAT HE WANTED TO BUY GUTHRIE. THAT WAS A LONG TIME
AGO AND ALREADY WE WERE BEING ACCUSED OF BACK-
DOOR NATIONALISATION., EVEN THE ACT OF SIMPLY
BUY ING WHAT IS BEING SOLD IN THE MARKET BECOMES
NATIONALISATION, WHAT IS THIS?

JOURNALISTt AND WE ARE AS COMM|TTED AS EVER TO FOREIGN
INVESTMENT? '

pM YES, EVEN |F THE BRITISH WANT TO INVEST HERE, THEY
ARE STILL WELCOME. BRITISH COMPANIES WHICH HAVE
INVESTED IN THIS COUNTRY AND ARE PRODUCING GOODS
HERE ARE NOT SUBJECTED TO THE NEW RULING, ==
BERNAMA MORF 2Nn132/7CM
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INTERVIEW 16 ‘KUALA LUMPUR

JOURNALISTy ON THIS DIRECTIVE NOT TO GIVE PRIORITY TO BRITISH
FIRMS, HOW DO YOU SEE THIS BEING EFFECTIVELY
IMPLEMENTED IN VIEW OF THE -VAST BRITSSH INTERESTS
IN OUR ECONOMY?

PM3 | DON’T SEE THEIR INTERESTS IN OUR ECONOMY BEING THAT

BIG, ACTUALLY, IT’S ENTIRELY UP TO US, WHETHER WE WANT
TO BUY FROM BRITAIN OR NOT. WE HAVE ALTERNATIVE =
SOURCES TO MAKE OUR PURCHASES, BE BE THEY

MOTORCARS OR MIL|TARY EQUIPMENT, WE CAN ALSO

STILL BUY FROM BRITAIN IF WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE,
“THIS:1S. NO PROBLEM, THE BALANCE OF PAYMENT IS NOW

IN FAVOUR OF BRITAIN. IT IS BETTER FOR US TO

BUY LESS FROM THEM SO THAT THE BACANCE OF PAYMENT WiLL
BE IN OUR FAVOUR. WE NO LONGER ENJOY SPEC}AL

TREATMENT NOW THAT BRITAIN |S A MEMBER OF THE EEC.
THERE’S NO REASON WHY WE SHOULD ACCORD BRITAIN

SPECIAL TREATMENT, —- BERNAMA MORE 2145/ZCM

N1NOs (F)
INTERVIEW 17 KUALA LUMPUR
=4

PM (CONT,)sTHE BRITISH SAY THEY ARE THE THIRD LARGEST INVESTOR
IN MALAYSIA, IN REALITY, THEIR INVESTMENTS ARE OLD
INVESTMENTS. |F WE WERE TO LOOK BACK OVER THE
YEARS, WE'LL FIND BRITISH INVESTMENT HAS BEEN
DECLINING AS AGA{NST AMERICAN, JAPANESE OR EVEN
SINGAPOREAN [NVESTMENT.

JOURNALISTy WILL THIS DECISION BE PERMANENT AND WHAT
SORT OF RESPONSE WILL WE BE HAPPY WITH BEFORE WE
CAN CHANGE IT?

-



PM3a

JOURNAL I18Ts RECENTLY THERE Ha% LEV

PM1

WELL, AS FAR AS | CAN SEE, IT IS GOING TO BE - THERE

'FOR A VERY LONG TIME BECAUSE | DON’'T SEE ANY

ACCOMMODATION ON THE PART OF THE BRITISH, SO .
IT WILL STAY THAT WAY UNLESS OF COURSE THERE ARE
SOME VERY STRONG MITIGATING FACTORS CREATED BY
THEM, == BERNAMA MORE 2149/ZCM

I R [ N

TALR 00 Dl 2iovind FuaTEER
INCREASING FEES FOR FOREIGH STULLNTw, WHLY WOULD BB OUH

MOVE?
(LAUGHS) NEVER MIND, REVER MinD.

JOURN‘LIST! DATUK, ARE YOU NOT WORRIED OR LGTLFWNfﬁ THAT THIS

(RULING AGAIKST THE BRITISH) WiiLL AFFECT THE

SENTLMENTS OF OTHER FORE GN IRVESTORS?.PERHAPS THEY
WILL ‘BECOME SLIGHTLY NASISTANT NOW. THEY.WANT

TO SEE WHAT IS OUR NEXT MOVE. SO WHAT BORT OF ASSURANCE
HAVE YOU FOR THESE PEOPLE? -

IN 1978 WHEN | BECAME MINISTER OF'TRADE AND~INDUSTRY,

THERE WAS PRACTICALLY NO FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THIS

COUNTRY SAID TO BE BECAUSE OF THE INDUSTRIAL CO- . .

ORDINATION ACT. BUY WE TOOXK ACTIOH TO EXPLAIN

WHAT WE WERE DOING W) THOUT CHANGING OUR ATTITUDE,

OR QUR POLICY, WE EXPLAINED WHAT THE POLICY WAS ALL ABOUT
AND FOLLIWNG TKIS, WE HAD MORE [NVESTMEMTS, SO

MUCH SO THAY WE MAL TO PiCK AND CHOOSE. =--

- BERNAMA MORE 215%/7CHM
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INTERVIEW 19 KUALA LUMPUR :
JOURNAL STt DATUK, ON FOREIGH KELATIONS, OF LATE THERS

N1O3t  (F)

SEEMS TO BE SOME M{SUNDERSTANDING OF MALAYS{A’S
PERCEPTION OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, PERKAPS

THIS CAME ABOUT FOLLOWIHG YOUR DECiSION nOT TO
ATTEND THE COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT iN MELBOURKE AND ALSO
ALSO THE DIRECTIVE AGAIMAT BRITISH FIRMS,

| HAVE STATED MY STAND ON FOREIGH RzL&T:ow% IN TERMS,
OF PRIORITIES,. OQUR FIRST PRIORITY 15 ASEAN. SECOND,
OQUR RELATIONS WiTH THE (SLAMIC COUNTRIES, THIRD,
THE MON-AL}GNED NATIONS AND FOURTH, THE COMMONWEALTH.
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE TMESE PRIORITIES, 1, 2, 3 AND 4,
THEY ARE NOT EQUI-DISTANT. THE COMMONWEALTH MAY BE NUMBER
FOUR BUY BIf FAR BEMIHD, THIS MAY BE THE CASE AT PRESENT.
HOWEVER 1F THE COMMONWEALTH WERE TO PROVE THAT IT IS
REALLY FUNCTIONIHG AS +COMMON WEALTH+, THAT IS THE
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH, WE MAY REVISE OUR
PRIORITIES, 50 Fa®, WE HAVE FOUND THAT THE ;
POL&CIES OF CERTAIN ”OMMOhwEAtTW COUNTRIES DO NOT BENEFIT
MALAYSIA IN PARTICULAR AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN
GENERAL, ~- BEPNAMA MORE ﬂoom/zcm

INTERVIEW 20 KUALA LUMPUR
PM (gCONT.)E ALSO DIFFERENT!IATE BETWEEM THE COMMOKRWEALTM AND THE

JOURKALISTs DATUK, ON THE ¢

PMy

THE HOLDIRG OF & ’DN(*RnNCF OF COMMONWEALTH MEADS

OF GOVERWMERT, THE COMMONWEALTH MaY BE IMPORTANT BUT
THE CONFEREHCE 8 ROT (MPORTANT. !N ASEAN, FOR EXAMPLE,
WE SOMETIMES WAVE & HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEkT!NG
SOMETIMES NOT, THIS DOES HOT MEAN THAT ASrAN !3 NOT

IMPORTANT,

GO K § 1 SV‘TEM A LOT OF,PEOPLE IN‘ :
THINK THAT THiES 1S & DIFFICULT THING.

s A R T TR

VIEW SOME Wilh FIND TH MC AN 1M

WAK NG UR AT £.30, 7 OF s THE MORNING 1S A

MATTER OF HigiT. TiMf 15 A& VERY ARTIFiCIAL THING,

1M THINKING RIGHT NOW THAT MAY BE WE SHOULD HAVE ONLY
ONE TEMF ?UWC Foe THE WHOLE OF MALAYSIA,

AT PRESENT WF HAVE TWO WiME JONES, TH&a IS & DIVISIVE

FACTOR. -- BERNAMA MORE 2205/ICM
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INTERVIEW 21 KUALA LUMPUR : : .

JOURNAL STy WOULD YOU EXPLAIN WHY THE CLOCK-IN SYSTEM 1S ESSENTIAL?

PM1 EVERYBODY ACCEPTS THAT PUNCTUALITY 1S GOOD. FOR EXAMPLE,
IF | WANT TO MEET YOU AT A CERTAIN TIME AND | DON'T
TURN UP AT THAT TIME, IT CAUSES A WASTE OF TIME AND
A LOT OF INCONVENIENCE FOR YOU, THEREFORE, IF {°M
ON TIME, EVERYTHING FALLS INTO THE RIGHT S§LOTS. THE
SAME W|TH OFFICIALS. IF YOU ARE ON TIME, OBVIOUSLY YOU CAN
DO MORE WORK, WHAT | WANT IS NOT 8 0’CLOCK BUT BEING ON

TIME.

JOURNALISTs DATUK, THE QUESTION OF CORRUPTION. COULD YOU RELATE

TO US WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE EXTENT OF CORRUPTION IN
THE COUNTRY AND WHAT- DO YOU THINK ARE THE MAJOR CAUSES
OF IT AND WHAT ARE THE STEPS WHICH YOU THINK WILL BE

THE MOST EFFECTIVE IN CMECKING IT? -— BERNAMA MORE-

2200/ ZCM

NIOTE  (F) | | o
INTERVIEW £2 KUALA LUMPUR | -

PMy i DIVIDE CORRUPTION INTO TWO STAGES, ONE {5 THE UNDER
THE TABLE STAGE AND THE OTHER {S OVER THE TABLEZ. WHER
IT IS'UNDER THE TABLE, 1T IMPLIES SOCIETY {TSELF
DIESN’T ACCEPT CORRUPTION, REGARDS IT AS 4 CRIM{NAL &CT OR
AT LEAST AN ACT THAT S DEGRADING. WHEN IT IS IN TMIS
STAGE, YOU CAN REVERSE THE PROCESS. BUT ONCE
CORRUPTION GETS OVER THE TABLE, ABQ{E THE TABLE, WHEN iT
IS DONE OPENLY AND A MATTER OF COURSE, YOU CANNOT REVERSE,
IN MALAYSIA, WE HAVE NOT COME TO THE ABOVE THE TABLE
STAGE. SO WE CAN .8TiLL REVERSE THE PROCESS, THE .
QUESTIQN IS WHETHER WE HAYE GONE FAR N THE UNDER THE
TABLE STAGE. | DON'T THINK WE ARE THAT BAD REALLY.
WE HAVE TO HAVE A CORE OF PEQPLE WHO 4RE DEDICATED TO
ERASING CORRUPTION AND OBVIOUSLY THIS CORE OF PEOPLE MUST
BE INCORRUPTIBLE THEMSELVES, IN THE P4ST, CORRUPTION WAS
ACKLED BY MAKING BUREAUCRATIC PROCESS MORE
DIFFICULT. WHAT WE DO IS SLOW DOWN THE PRGCTIS OF
gECISiON = MAKING AND IN THE FINAL ENALYSiS, ¥ FIND THAT
. () ORRUPTION 18 STILL THERE, —- BERNAMA MORE 2:7350/ZCM
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INTERVIEW 23 KUALA LUMPUR

PM (CONT, )3 THERE WERE SO MANY LAYERS OF DECISION-MAKING TO AVOID
CORRUPTION, YOU SLOW DOWM THE PROCESS AND IN THE END YOU
PAY MORE BECAUSE TIME MEANS MONEY, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU
ARE TENDERING FOR SOMETHING, SO MY IDEA {5 LET PEOPLE
MAKE DECiISIONS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AT WHATEVER
LEVEL. BUT WE MUST KEEP AN EYE ON THOSE PEOPLE MAKING
THE DECISIONS. NATURALLY WE NEED A GOCD ANTI-CORRUPTION
DEPARTMENT. WE ARE TOYING WITH THE IDEA OF CHANGING BACK
THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS TO THE ANTI~-
CORRUPTION DEPARTMENT OR ANTI-CORRUPTION AGENCY,
| WOULD LIKE TC FOCUS OF CORRUPTION, ONCE WE KNOW THAT
OFFICERS HAVE DECLARED THEIR ASSETS, THEN WE WILL BE
ABLE TO COMPUTE THEJR WEALTH AT ANY GIVEN TIME AND AS
YOU KNOW THE (HCOME TaX DEPARTMENT CAN CIMPUTE THE .
WEALTH OF A PERSON., WE HAVE INSTRUCTED THE INCOME TAX
DEPARTMENT YO (NSTRUCT THE BSK (NBI) ON HOW TO DO .
WEALTH COMPIUTATION. SO ONCE WE HAVE GOT ALL THESE FORMS
GATHERFD AND KEPT, &T ANY TIME WE CAN ZERD (N ON A
PERSON SUSPECTED OF BEING CORRUPT., ~~ BERNAMA MORE

2037/ 1CM .

N1101 (F)

INTERVIEW 25 KUALA LUMPUR

JOURNALISTs YOU SAY YOU HAVE TO BUILD UP THE CORE OF PEOPLE WHO
WILL BE DEDICATED TO FIGHTING CORRUPTION, WHO WiLL T
BE THIS CORE. 18 IT MERELY THE NBi OFFICERS, OR 1S IT A
THE ADMIN!STRATIVE STRUCTURE THAT GOES BEYOND,
THAT GOES TO THE POLITICAL FIELD AS WELL AS TO THE
COMMON MAN IN THE STREET?

.



PM

P

WELL, THERE WILL BF ENOUGH DEDICATED, HONEST PEOPLE FROM

AMONG THE POLITICIANS, AMONG THE CiViL SERVARNTE, AMONG

THE POLICE, THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO NEED TO BE IDENTIFIED ’
AND BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CORRUPT, THEY ARE NOT SCARED J
OF THE MEASURES THAT ARE TAKEN AND THEY ARE WiLLING _

TO DO THINGS, THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED OR ARE

BEING IDENTIFIED. | THINK WE HAVE SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF

THEM, TO BE ABLE TO.RELY ON THEIR CO~QPERATION.

- OF COGRSE, i MAY BE WRONG IN MY ASSESSMENT OF PEGPLE

BUT EVEN IF 1°M WRONG, IT WiLL NOT BE COMPLETELY
WRONG. | WOULD SAY THAT ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE
WiLlL BE A WRONG ASSESSMENT ON MY PART, —- BERNAMA

MORE 294/ 70M

KiN9s
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INTERVIEW %4 KUALA LUMPUR | |
JOURNAL1ST: IF THERE IS NO GIVER, THERE WILL BE NO RECEIVER,

PMe

SO, HOW WOULD YOU DEAL WITH THE OTHER END?

WELL, HE MAN WHO GIVES 1S JUST AS BAD AS THE MAN WHO
RECEIVES. BUT SOMETIMES WE NEED THE MAN WHO GIVES IN
ORDER. TO FIND OUT THE MAN WHO RECEIVES. SO WHERE THE MAN
WHO GIVES COOPERATE, HE CAN GET AWAY, BUT OF COURSE IF WE
CATCH THE MAN WHO GIVES WITH THE PERSON WHO RECEIVES,
BOTH ARE GOING TO GET IT. BUT IF THE MAN WHO GIVES IS
PREPARED TO TURN STATE WITNESS WE CAN TAKE A

LENIENT VIEW,

JOURNALIST: DATUK, SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT MANY GOVERNMENTS WILL

START OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOTING AND ARE VERY COMMITTED
AGAINST CORRUPTION, THE PROBLEM IS HOW THIS SUSTAINS IN
THE FACE OF DIFFICULTY, IN THE FACE OF CPPOSi7T:ON, BOTH..-
INTERNAL TO THAT PARTICULAR GOVERNMENT AWD EXTERNALTO - -
IT. WHAT |3 YOU RESPONSE TO THAT?

THIS IS A VERY BIG PROBLEM, ADMITTEDLY THERE WiLL BE
FORCES WHICH WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE CORRUPTION STAMPED
OUT. BUT AS | SAID WE ARE NOT AT THAT EXTREME STAGE WHERE
EVERYBODY 1S INVOLVED, WHERE YOU TOUCH ONE PERSON, YOU
ARE GOING TO INVOLVE A LOT OF PEOPLE, | THINK
WE. CAN STILL DO IT BUT | WILL ADMIT THAT | WILL NOT BE
ABLE. TO STAMP OUT CORRUPTION. | MAY BE ABLE TO LIMIT IT
TO A CERTAIN EXTENT. | WILL PUT THE FEAR OF GOD |IN THESE
PEOPLE WHO ARE CORRUPT, NOTHING ELSE. THEY WILL NOT LIVE
HAPPILY EVER AFTER,

JOURNAL 15Ty SOME CYNICS WILL SAY, IF YOU REALLY NAB ALL THE BIG

FISH THAT ARE INVOLVED, YOU MIGHT FIND THAT YOQU ARE LEFT
WITHOUT SOME VERY VERY IMPORTANT SUPPORT TO YOQUR.
GOVERNMENT, ' :

WELL, T ALL DEPENDS ON HOW THE PROCESS OF NABBING IS
"BEING CARRIED OUT. 5£343 -43 ,-,6 2-6’ 9% ,-778,§.
THERE ARE WAYS OF OVERCOMING THAT PARTICULAR KiIND OF
PROBLEM. THE MAIN THING IS OF COURSE WHEN WE FIND
(EVIDENCE OF CORRUPT|ON AMONG SUPPORTERS, WE WILL HAVE TO
‘BUILD SUPPORT FROM OTHER AREAS. —- BERNAMA MORE 2245/ZCM
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JOURNAL{STy DATUK, ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF PAS COMiING BACK TO BARISAN
NASIONAL?

Py AS L'VYE SAID IN THE PAST, THE BARiISAN NASIONAL 1S AN

ORGANISATION WHOSE OBJECTIVE 1S TO POOL AS MUCH ENERGY
AS POSSIBLE FOR THE POLITICAL INTERESTS OF THE COUNTRY.
QUR STRUGGLE HAS CERTAIN PRINCIPLES. WHOEVER SUBSCRIBES
TO THESE PRINCIPLES CAN JOIN THE BN. PREVIQUSLY THE
ALLIANCE WAS RATHER EXCLUSIVE, CONFNED TO ONLY THREE
PARTIES, AFTER THAT WE HAD THE GRAND ALLIANCE INVOLVING
PARTIES IN SABAH AND SARAWAK, AND THEN WE FORMED THE
BARISAN NASIONAL TO GIVE A PLACE TO THE OTHER PARTIES
WHICH WERE TOO SMALL TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. THESE PARTIES
COULD PARTICIPATE IN THE GOVERNMENT, _

| DON'T LIKE ANYONE TO BE DISAPPOINTED OR FEEL
LEFT -OUT. WITH THE EXISTENCE OF BARISAN NASJONAL-))
WHO SUBSCRIBE TO ITS PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE NOT TOO RIGID,
CAN JOIN., THERE 1S HOWEVER ONE CONDITION, THE ENTRY OF
ANY PARTY MUST BE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO BY ALL COMPONENT
MEMBERS, ~~ BERNAMA MORE 2300/ICM -

Nit4s (F)
INTERVIEW 27 KUALA LUMPUR

JOURNALISTs WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THIS HAPPENING?

PMy | WOULD LIKE TO AVOID DISUNITY AND,| WOULD WANT TO SEE
QUR ENERGY DIRECTED AT PROMOTING THE WELL~BEING OF AllL.

JOURNALISTe WHAT DO YOU HOPE YOUR ADMINISTRATION AND YOUR' "
PRIME M{NJSTERSAHIP WOULD HAVE ACHIEVED WHEN YOU FINALLY

DECIDE TO DO SOMETHING ELSE?

Py \F THERE S ANYTHING THAT | WOULD LIKE TO SEE BEFORE |
RETIRE, IT 1S A CHANGE IN THE ATTITUDT OF THE PEOPLE
WHICH WILL MAKE THEM MUCH MORE SELF-RILIANT, MUCH MORE
PRODUCTIVE AND MUCH MORE CAPABLE IN PIOTECTING THEIR
WON RIGHTS 48D THE NATION, -— BERNAMA 2310/ZCM -
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