
N17'54 (F) 
INTERVIEW \, 

(c3 
KUAL4 LUMPUR, OCT. 2 t? '(EXRN4MA) -- lD4TI.JK SER DR. MA_H_AuI_f'j 

MOHPIMAD GRANTED 
Ixrm-o? 4 4ND 

AN INTERVIbd, 'LASTING MORE THAN TWO HOURS, TO 
REPRESENTITIVES OF TWO LEADING NEWSP4PER GROUPS 

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 1nnTH DAY IN OFFICE 4s PRIME IYINISTER 
RECENTLY. FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT8 

JOURNALISTSB DATuK, wHENEEvER (THE LATE U.S. PRESIDENT) KENNEDY 
WENT THROUGH Inn DAYS, THERE WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT 
EVENT. WELL, I THINK THE MEDIA IN THE COUNTRY WOULD 
LIKE TO MAKE SOMETHING OUT OF YOUR If'10 DAYS AS WELL. 
WHEN YOU H.AVE 4 NEW REGIME WHICH IS VERY ACTIVE AND 
VERY FORCEFUL...... A LOT CAN BE DONE IN 10-3 DAY.S. 

PM: (L4UGHS) GO ON WITH WHAT YOU WERE SAYING ABOUT 100 DAYS 

JOURN~LISTI YES. WHEN YOU HAVE A VERY ACTIVE GOVERNMENT, 100 DAYS 
IS A VERY LONG TIME. CAN WE AS'K YOU ABOUT YOUR FIRST 
100 DAYS -- WHAT ARE YOUR tMPRESSIOdS, WHAT DO YOU 
THINK YOU HAVE DONE AND WHAT ARE TtiZ THINGS YOU THINK 
YOU HAVE TO DO THAT YOU HAVE ONLY S"ARTED OR 
BEGUN TO 997 

__ 3:F!7hiAMG MORE jyyn/Az 

a 



iiJTEF?<‘IiW 2 KliALA LUMPUR 

PM: IT’S VERY DIFFICULT FOR ME TQ ASSESS WHAT I’VE DONE, 
I KNOW WHAT INSTRUcTtONS I ‘VE GIVEN, WHETHER THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE CARRI ED OUT, WHETHER THEY ARE 
EFFECTIVE OR NOT, IT’S EASIER FOR PEOPLE OUTSIDE T0 
ASSESS. SITTING IN- THIS ROOM, GIVING DIRECTIVE,: 1 
MAKING DECISIONS AND ALL THAT DOES NOT GIVE ME A 
PERSPECTIVE FROM OUTSIDE AS TO HOW THOSE DIRECTD’VES 
HAVE REEN SEEN. IT’S DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY. PEOPLE 
KEEP ON SAYING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN GIVING THE$E ORXXS, 
THOSE ORDERS, WHAT ARE THE RESULTS7 
KNOW. 

I REALLY DON’T 
THAT’S WHY I THOUGHT THAT MAYBE AFTER A”YEAR 

YOU MIGHT HE ABLE TO SEE DIFFERENCES. BUT WHETtiER 0.i 
NOT THERE ARE ANY DIFFERENCES IN THE FIRST 100 DAYS, 
IT’S FAIRLY DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY. 

JOURNAL I ST: BUT DATuK, DON’T YOU FEEL THAT SOCIETY HAS IN, FACT 
AWAKENED TO SOMETHING NEW. THERE IS A DIFFERENCE,: ‘-, 
THIS HAS PARTLY BEEN CALLED THE TWO 'M' (MAHATH’I’FR-&USA) 
TRANSFORMATION ANTI THEY CONSIDER THE TWO ‘Ml,, (TR.&NS- 
FORMATI ON HAS BEGUN. THERE IS A NE& SENSE OF DI,RECTiON- 
TOWARDS A CLEAN, EFFICIENT AND DISCIPLINED SOC&IY. 
SOME PEOPLE HAVE CALLED THIS THE C,I: AND E FORMULA-. 
DO YOU THINK IT’S FAIR FOR PEOPLE TO SAY THAT,,‘,THERE 1 S 
THE BEGINNING OF A TRANSFORMATION PROCESS? 

-- PERNAMA MORE 1774/AZ 
’ ,I’ 

w-vi6 (F) . ‘I 
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INTERVIEW 3 KUAiA LUMPUR 

PMt WELL) I HOPE so. B1J-f’ WHETHER IT\ IS SO OR NOT IS ‘SOME- 
THING ELSE. I WOULD LIKE TO SEE WHAT YOU SAY DONE, 
THIS IS WHAT I THINK BOTH MUSA AND I LIKE TO SEE l-ibPf’EN 
IN THIS COUNTRY. BUT HAVE WE BEEN ABLE TO DO I’T? IT is 
FAIRLY EASY TO SAY.....WELL, LET’S DO BETTER= BUT IS 

IT REALLY BETTER? I DON’T KNOW. 

JOURNAL I STx SO FAR, WHAT WOULD YOU CONSIDER AS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE 
YOU HAVE FACED, DATUK? 

PMs THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE HAS BEEN TO MOTIVATE THE, ,PEOPL’% 
NOT ONLY (GOVERNME’NT) OFFICERS BUT ALL ClTOZENS’:~O 
REALISE WHAT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES,8 T,HEIR ROLGS,, ARE 

TOWARDS NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT .-- DEVELOPMENT WHlC;H, IS NOT 

CONFINED TO MATERIALISTIC DEVELOPMENT BUT ONE wHI,CH 
PROVIDES FOR SPIRITUAL ACHIEVEMENTS. AFTER ALL',~:JMAN 
CANNOT LIVE ON BRKAD ALONE. WE MUST HAVE A SENSE 
OF ACCOMPLI SHMQdT AS A RACE SO THAT WE CAN BE OF ,$N 
EQUAL FOOTING WITH OTHER PEOPLES AND NOT BE LOOK@‘D DOWN 
UPON. TO ME, THIS IS IMPORTANT. l DON’T L~KE,;TJO HEAR 

WHETHER I GO AND 'IJHENEVER I SAY THAT I'M A MALAYSIAN, 
PEOPLE WILL TURN THEIR FACES AND SAYr AH, THE LAZY 
MALAY. THI S I S WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENI NG. I DON’T WANT 

THIS. -- BFRNAMA MORE 173n/A,Z 
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IN.TERVIEW 4 KUAL4 LUMPUR 
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_ PM, (CONT~NUED)I lw BEEN BROUGHT up IN THUS KIND 0~ ~TMosPHE~~E., 
‘. 

,- ,.* ,’ 

CERT4IN EXTENT, THE SO-CALLED WEAKNESSES OF THEiMALA;S: ,’ 
ARE RUBBED OFF ON THE OTHER RACES IN THIS COUNTRY. - 
REALLY C4NNOT STaND THIS. 
MALAYSIA. 

I WANT PEOPLE TO RESPECT. i . 
‘,i :’ 

. 



JOURNALI ST: D4TUK, LOOKING IO TtiE FUTURE, COULD YOU TELL US WHAT B S 
YOUR DREAM OF MALAYS 

PM: I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MALAYSIA EMERGING AS A DEVELOPED 
COUNTRY WITHOUT LOS1 NG ITS GOOD CULTURA), SPI RE TUAL 
V4LUES. THE GOOD V4LUES THAT WE HAVE ME MUST PE’lkiX 
WHILE WE TAKE OIJR PLACE AMONG OTHER DEVELOPED 
NbTIt?NS. THAT’S MY DREAM. 

JOURNALIST8 DO YOU HAVE 4 DREAM OF THIS COUNTRY BECOMING AN INDUS- 
Tjfl A.l,l.SED ,COUNTRY OF THE NORTH? 

u. 
pl 1: WELL, IT”S NOW 4 DRE4M. IT I S SOMETHl NG I HOPE T9 WORK 

TOWARDS. WE M4Y NOT BE ABLE TO 4CHIEVE J-HI5 !%‘!4!!_!: I’M 
STILL LIVING OR WHILE I’M PRIME MINISTER BUT THE PROCESS 
MUST BE STARTED. THIS PROCESS OF ACCELERITED DEVELOP- 
MENT, WE MUST ST4RT NOW. 
I’M’PRIME MINISTER 

WHETHER OR NOT WE SUCCEED W_HILE 

-- BERNAM PORE -1743/42 
IS IRRELEVANT. 

yn701 (F) 
h,NTE,RVl EW 6 KUALA LUMPUR 

i 

C 
,jOURNALIST: DATUK, MOST OF THE THINGS’ WE SEEK TO 4CHlEVE 

WOULD L4RGELY DEPEND ON POLlTlCdL AND ECONOM 
STABILITY IN THE COUNTRY. TO H4VE THIS STABIL 
IT IS VIT4L THAT WE HAVE N4TIONAL UNITY. WH4T 

?Y 
ARE _ 

YOUR VIEW ON THE STATE OF NITIONAL UNITY.4T 
PRESENT? 4RE WE MORE UNITED, MORE CQFESIVE, 
THAN WE WERE DURING THE PRE-MAY 13 P,ERIOQ, FOR 
EXAMPLE? 

AG.Al N, MATTERS ‘SUCH 4S THESE ARE RELATIVE. IF WE COti- 
P4RE WITH THE PAST THE SITUATION~NOW WOULD BE 
BETTER. HOWEVER, 1: WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE AND AT THE ’ . 
SITUATION NOW, PERHAPS WE i44VE NOT ACHIEVE WHAT 
WE SHOULD-HAVE ACHIEVED. ‘IF WE COMPARE THE _ 
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY’WITH THAT IN OTHER 

_I 

COUNTRIES WHERE THE PEOPLE 4RE ALSO OF‘VARIOUS 
RACES THhN MAYBE THE SITUATION HERE I5 MUCH 
BETTE&. NOW p IF WE- COMP4RE OURSELVES- W-3 TH 
THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH QRE RE4LLY UNITED, FOR 
EXAMPLE THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE HOblCGENOUS, WE 
HAVE YET TO REACH .THEI R ST4TUS. THESE ARE 4LL 
RELATIVE. -- BERNAMA rvlORE 1847/ZCM 
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PM (CONT.)dF WE SAY THE SITUATION HERE ,DS NOT GCOD, .WE WOULD 
BE ACClJRATE.,iF ZT’S NOT EOOD, THEN k!E WOULD NOT 
HAVE ACHIEVED THE SUCCESS THAT WE HAVE ACfllEVED 
SO..FAR. 

NOT 

JOURNALIST: THE MANNER IN WHlCH C,ERTAlN QUARTERS HAVE BEEN MAKiNG 
DEMANDS, CAN THIS NOT,DESTROY THE UNITY.THAT WE 
ARE NURTURING? 

PM: WELL, ANYBODY CAN MAKE DEMANDS. WHEN WE SET, A CERTAIN 
GOAL, SAY 3-1 PER CENT,. PEOPLE WILL SAY WHY NOT 
50 PER CENT? IF WE SET 50 PER CENT AS THE TARGET 
THERE’LL BE OTHERS WHO’LL SAY WHY. NOT 70 PER CENt’? . 

DEMANDS SUCH AS THESE CANNOT BE AVOIDED. WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT IS THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE PROBLEMS ARE’ 
SOLVED. IF WE HAVE A MECHANISM WHICH h!E CAN USE 
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS THIS,IS MORE IMPORTANT,THAN THE - 
DEMANDS MADE. -- SERNAMA MORE 1854/m 

. 
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INTERVIEW 8 KUALA LUMPUR ., , 

PM (CONT.)tIF WE ARE MORE SENSITIVE TO THi’PR,OCESS OF MAKING DEMINDS 
THAN TO ACHIEVEMENT-y WHEN ACHlEVEME,NT I,S NOT 
THERE AND DEVANDS ARE ALREADY GHE4T :- I THINK 
WE CAN NEVER HAVE STABILITY OF PEACE IN” THE. 
COUNTRY. THAT’S, WHY I SAY THIS MATTER SHOULD NOT 
BE. MADE AN ISSUE. 

JOURNALIST1 DATUK, ON YOUR STATEMENT THAT THE &Ol.NTMENT OF A ’ 
SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER CANNOT BE CONSIDERED 
FOR THE PRESENT. THE WORLD +PRESENT+ HAS GIVEN 
RI SE. TO :;CONJECTURE. 

, 

PMI I ‘SAID &THE PRESENT SITUATION + NOT *FOR THE PRES@JT+, 
THE +PRESENT SITUATION+ MAY CHANhE TOMORROW. 
IT MAY NOT ‘CHANGE IN THE NEXT ,30 YEARS,, OR EVEN 
50 YEARS. IF THE SITUATION DOES NOT CHANGE, 
THEN THE +PRESENT SITUATION+ REMAINS.: THUS, THE - 
THE DEMAND IS NOT APPROPRIATE NOR TIMELY. --’ 

BERNAMA MORE 1854/ZCM -, 
: 

. . 

No73 (F) , 
INTERVI6W 9 KUALA LUMPUR 

PM (CONTINUED) t HOWEVER, ONE DAY 30 YEARS HENCE OR EVEN TOMORROW, 
WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ALL RACtiS IN THE COUNTRY 4RE REAL- 
LY UNI.TED THEN THE SITUATION WOULD HAVE CHINGED. 
THEN IT M&Y BE CONSIDERED, PERH4P.S. BY ME IF I ‘M STlL,L 
AROUND, PERHAPS BY SOMEONE-ELSE. 

JOURNALI ST: PERHAPS THE QUESTION bF HAVING OF A SECOND DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER FROM THE CHINESE COMMUNITY WILL THEN NO LONGER 
ARISE. PERHAPS,EVEN .THE PRIME MINISTER CAN BE FROM THAT 
COMMUNI-YY . . IS THIS WHAT YOU MEAN? 

PM; I- CAN’T SAY. WE MUST REMEMBER THAT ACCORDING TO, THE 
CONSTITUTION, THIS IS .POSSIBLE. YHER.~‘S NO SPECIFIC 

‘RESTRICTION. HOWEVER THE SIYUAYION N3W DOES NOT PERMIT 
AND THIS HAS BEEN AdEPTED BY THE MCA YOUTH. IF THE 
3IYUATIQN CHANGES IN.THE FUTURE, THAT’S ANOTHER 
QIJEST I ON,. -- BERNAMA MORE 1849/HM 

. 
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INTERVIEW It-I KUALA LUMf%R 

JOURNALlSTv ON THE MATTER OF ACHIEVING- TRUE UNITY, WHAT ARE YOUR, 
VI EWS’? WHAT ,ARE T.HE STEPS ,THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN? . 

COMMUNAL FEELINGS CAN ONLY BE ELlMlNATED IN A SITWAT.ION 
WHERE GAPS NO LONGER EXIST IN THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY, 
WHERE A COMMUNITY IS NO NONGER IDENTIFIED. WITH A ‘CERTAIN 
VOCATION. lN SUCH A SITUATION, THERE’LL BE NO FFELINGS 
OF SUSPICION THAT ONE COMMUNITY WILL CE4SE TO BE OR BE q 
OPPRESSED. PROBLEM6 EXPERIENCED NOW WILL THEN NO LONG@ 
BE ENCOUNTERED. THAT’S WHY UNDER THE NEW ECONOMC 
POLICY WE SEEK TO RESTRUCTURE SOCIETY SO THAT IDENTIFI- 
C4TION OF RACE WITH OCClJPATION,WILL BE ERIDICATED. AT 
PRESENT THIS ST4TE OF 4FFAIRS STILL EXIST, WHEN WE 
T4LK OF GOING TO THE SHOP EVEN IN OUR;PHOVERBS, WE 
T4LK OF GOING TO 4 CHINES& SHOP, AS tF SHOPS MUST 
NECESSAR I LY BE CH I NESE-RUN; .., 

ONE DAY, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO SAY WE’RE .GOiNG A - 
MALAYSIAN SHOP, NOT CHINESE, INDIAN OR, M’A&4Y. . 
--BERNAMA MORE 185/HM 

I 
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INTERVIEW 11 KUALA LUMPUR 

PM (CONTI,NUED)tWHEN WE TALK OF THE IWORKERS OR THE TOWKAYS, WE SHOULD 
NOT CARE WHETHER THEY ARE MALAYSOR CHINESE OR 
SOME MALAYS AND SOME CHINE. THE WORKERS, IF THEY ARE 
CAPABLE SHOULD BE TAKEN IN REGARDLESS OF RACE. SUCH 
A SlTUAhON HAS YET TO EMERbE. WE HAVE NOT REACHED 
THIS LEVEL, PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE RACIAL QUESTION 
AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF OTHER PROBLEMS. IF WE ARE ALL 
DILIGENT, CAPABLE AND WILLING TO WORK HARD, BEING 
MALAY OR CHINESE SHOULD NOT BE A PROBLEM. THIS WAS 
WHAT I’D EXPLAINED TO THE MCA YOUTH ON THE,QUESTION 
OF DISTRICT OFFICERS. WHETHER A DISTRICT OFFICER IS 
A MALAY OR A CHINESE IS-NOT THE QUESTION. THE QUESTION 

THE 
&~MICIUN I TY 

OFFICER MUST BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE LOCAL 
IF HE IS ACCEPTED, THE QUESTION OF RACE 

SHOULD NOi ARISE. FOR EXAMPLE, ENCIK SAW CHEE LENG 
HAS BEEN THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION IN PAHANG, 
TRENGGANU AND KELANTAN FOR 18 YEARS. THE PEOPLE IN- 
KELANTAN REFUSE TO RELEASE HIM. THEY,LlKE HIM SO MUCH 
THAT EVEN IF WE WANT TO SEND A MALAY 'OFFICER THERE, - 
THEY WOULD NOT AGREE, TO IT. -- BERNAMA MORE 
2nl8/ IB 

8 



NW6 I (F) 
INTERVIEW I:? KUALA LUMPUR 

PM (CONTINUEII)ITHF QUESTION THEREFORE is NOT RACE BUT THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE PERSON. IF A CHINESE IS ABLE TO ADAPT HIMSELF 
IN A COMMUNITY OR IF A MALAY IS ABLE TO ADAPT HIMSELF 
AMONG THE TOWKAYS, THE QUESTION OF MAKING A SELECTION 
ON THE BASIS OF RACE DOES NOT ARISE. 

JO\lRNAl_ISTg DATUK, DON'T YOU FEEL THAT THERE IS NOW A TENDENCY 
FOR RACl4L POLITICS TO BE ENHANCED, WITH THE EROSION 
OF THE OLD POWER OF THE ALLIANCE. NOW YOU HAVE PER- 
HAPS THREE COMPONENT PARTIES VYING FOR CHINESE VOTES-- 
THE MCA, GERAKAN AND PERHAPS TO A LIMITED EXTENT 
THE Ppp. SIMILARLY WITH THE INDIAN VOTES--THE MIk AND 
TO A LESSER EXTENT, THE PPP. SO THEY TEND TO pL4y 
RACIAL POLITICS BY APPEALING FOR COMMUN4L UNITY 
TO MAINTAIN THEIR OWN STRENGTH IN THE BARISAN. IN 
FACT WE ARE ENCOURAGING MORE OF THIS KIND OF RACi4L 
BALANC I NG. -- BERNAMA MORE 2022/113 

Nf-tf7-T: (F) 
INTERVIEW 13 KUALA LUMPUR 

- PMG ' NOT ! ONLY THE CHINESE AND THE IN,D,lANS BUT.THE MAL4YS 
ALSO, HOWEVER, lF WE TAKE THE MAJORITY, THE SILENT 
MAJORITY wtio ARE LZCTUALLY THE DEC,lDING FACTOR; 
THESE MATTERS HAVE NO EFFECT. THE CHOICE OF THE 
SlLENT MAJORITY IS NOT BASED ON EXTREMISM, MORE 
ON STABILITY, THAT'S WHY UP TILL NOW MIDDLE-OF ’ 
THE-ROAD PIRTIES, -- l F COMPARATIVELY SPEAKI NG 
MCA CAN BE CALLED ONE COMPARED WITH THE DAP FOR 
t x &p pi :I 1) TJ\ it/ fj ',,q i -7 i-i p A S AtliD r4',C W,!ET!d 3THER 

i CHAUVINISTIC IMDCAN GROUPS -- ARE STi:._L 
ZAJl;t? I -!-\I. iy-~~,;q 1 SM WI e_!_ BE THERE I N -inNY 
C()Mii/l1jiU ITY Ai\iD AT ANY Tl E. WE CANNOT 4b’OlD’ THl S l N 
ANY COUNTRY. IF IT’S NOT EXTREMISM BASED ON RACE, 
THEN IT’LL BE EXTREMISM B4SED ON CLAS: OR IDE+ 
LOGY. -- BERNAMA MORE %--Pt-l/ZCM 

WOBR 1 (F) 
INTERVIEW 14 KUALA LUMPUR 

JOURNALISTI DATUK, DO YOU THINK’YOUR V 
RELATIONS ARE MISUNDERSTOOD 
EXTERNALLY 7 

I EWS ON MALAYS! A-BRI-j-I SH 
INTERNALLY AND 

. 



. 

PM: I DON’T KNOW WHY THEY MUST BE MINSUNDERSTOOD. I J *. 
WAS VERY CLEAR ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
BRITAIN, VERY, VERY CLEAR. WE AR,E NOT CUTTING OFF 
TRADE RELATIONS WITH THEM. WE 4RE NOT CARRYING OUT A 
GENERAL BOYCOTT OF BRITISH GOODS. 4LL WE ARE 
SAYING IS THAT THE GO,VERNMENT ,WILL NOT BUY BRITISH 
IF WE CAN HELP IT. BUT WE WILL STILL BUY’lF,WE 

CANNOT HELP IT. 

JOURNALISTSI SOME FOREIGN INTERESTS HAVE EXPANDED THESE EVENTS 
TO SAY NOW THAT WHAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS DOING 
1s SH4KlNG AND WILL SH4KE THE CONFIDENCE OF’ 
INVESTORS AS A WHOLE, NOT ONLY FROM BRITAIN BUT 
ALSO FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 

. -. 
( I 

PM: THE FOREIGN INTEREST IS LARGELY’BRITISH INTEREST. 
THAT’S WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN SAYING ALL THE TIME. 
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THESE OPINIONS WERE FIRST - 
BROUGHT OUT DURING THE SIME DARBY PROBLEM, A LONG 
TIME BEFORE THIS IDEA OF A DAWN RAID. THEN WE WERE 
BUYING OPENLY IN THE MARKET. -- BERNAMA MORE 2027/ZCM - 

INTERVIEW 15 KUALA LUMPUR 

pM (C~NT.)CWE WERE CONFORMING TO THE RULES PREVAILING THEN. IN 
FACT, TUN TAN SIEW SIN MADE A CLEAR STATEMENT 
THAT HE WANTED TO BUY GUTHRIE. THAT WAS A LONG TIME 
AGO AND ALREADY WE WERE BEING ACCUSED OF BACK- 
DOOR NATIONALISATION. EVEN THE,ACT OF SIMPLY 
BUYING WHAT IS BEING SOLD IN THE MARKET BECOMES 
NATIONALISATION. WHAT IS THIS’? 

JOURNALIST: AiJD WE ARE AS COMMITTED AS EVER TO FOREIGN 
\ 

INVESTMENT? 

PM: YES, EVEN IF THE BRITISH WANT TO INVEST HERE, THEY * 
ARE STILL WELCOME. BRITISH COMPANIES WHICH HAVE 
INVESTED IN THIS COUNTRY AND ARE PRODUCING GOODS 
HERE Af?E NOT SlJBJECTED TO THE NEW RULING. -- 

BERNAMA FlORF T’nX’/ZCM 



N0991 IF) . 
INTERVIEW 16 -KU4LA LUMPUR 

JOURNILlSTa ON THIS DIRECTIVE NOT TO GIVE PRIORITY TO BRtTISH 
FIRMS, HOW DO YOU SEE THIS BEING EFFECTIVELY 
IMPLEMENTED IN VIEW OF THE VAST BRlTl$H INTERESTS 
IN OUR ECONOMY? 

PM: I DON'T SEE THEIR INTERESTS IN OUR ECONOMY BEING THAT 
BIG. ACTUALLY, IT’S ENTIRELY UP TO US, WHETHER WE WANT 

TO BUY FROM BRITAIN OR NOT. WE HAVE ALTERNATIVE 
SOURCES TO MAKE.OUR PURCHASES, BE BE THEY 
MOTORCARS OR MILITARY EQUIPMENT. WE-C4N ALSO 
STILL BUY,FROM BRITAIN IF WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE. 
-?HIS'::-'13 NO PROBLEM. THE BAL4NCE- OF PAYMENT IS NOW 

IN FAVOUR OF BRITAIN. IT IS BETTER FOR US TO 
BUY LESS FROM THEM SO THAT THE B4tANCE OF P4YMENT WILL 
BE IN OUR FAVOUR. WE NO LONGER ENJOY SPECIAL 
TREITMENT NOW THAT BRITAIN I S A MEMBER OF THE EEC. 
THERE’S NO REASON WHY WE SHOULD 4CCORD BRITAIN 

, 

SPECIAL TREATMENT. -- BERNAMA M;ORE 2145/ZCM 

,,/ 

Nil-K-II (F) 
INTERVIEW 17 KUALA LUMPUR 

m (CONT.)ITHE BRITISH SAY ;HEY ARE THE THIRD LARGEST INVESTOR 
IN MALAYSIA, IN REALITY, THEIR INVESTMENTS ARE OLD 
INVESTMENTS. IF WE WERE TO LOOK BACK OVER THE 
YEARS, WE’LL FIND BRITISH INVESTMENT HAS BEEN 
DECLINING AS AGAINST AMERICAN, JAtANESE OR EVEN 
SINBAPOREAN INVESTMENT. 

JOURNALIST1 WILL THIS DECISION BE PERMANENT AND WHAT 
SORT OF RESPONSE WILL WE BE HAPPY WITH BEFORE WE 
CAN CHANGE IY? .+ , 

. 

. 



PMo 
v 

WELL, AS FAR AS I CAN SEE IT IS GOING TO BE .TeERE - 
'FOR A VERY LONG TIME BECAUSE I DON'T SEE ANY 
KCOMMOD4TION ON THE PART OF THE BRITISH, SO 
IT WILL STAY THAT WAY UNLESS OF COURSE THERE ARE 

MITIGITING F4CTORS CREATED BY SOME VERY STRONG 
THEM. --.BERNAMA 

*! , 
h: ',; <.,. : I.. ~ _I . . . . .&+, b '*r I : --' I. 

$BURNALISTa RECENTLY 3'fdERE 
lNCWEAS1NG FEFS 
MQWE? 

MORE 2149/ZCM 

. 
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,lNTERVlEW 21 KUALA LUMPUR 

JOURNALI ST: WOULD YOU EXPLAIN WHY THE CLOCK-IN SYSTEM IS ESSENTIAL? 

PM: EVERYBODY ACCEPTS THAT PUNCiUALlTY I S GOOD. FOR EXAMPLE, 
IF I WANT TO MEET YOU AT A CERTAIN TIME AND I DON’T 

TURN UP AT THAT TIME,, IT CAUSES A WASTE OF T.lME AND 
A ‘LOT OF INCONVENt ENCE FOR YOU. THEREFORE IF I ‘M 
ON TIME EVERYTHING FALLS INTO THE RIGHT &LOTS. THE 
SAME WltH OFFICIALS. IF YOU 4RE ON Tlf”?E OBVIOUSLY YOU CAN , 
DO MORE WORK. WHAT I WANT IS NOT 8 O’CL6CK BUT BEING ON 
TIME. 

JOURNALISTP DATUK, THE QUESTION OF CORRUPTION. COULD YOU RELATE 
TO US WHAT DO you THI NK I S THE EXTENT OF CORRUPTION ifi 
THE COUNTRY AND WHAT- DO YOU THINK ARE THE MAJOR CAUSES 

0~ IT AND WHAT ARE THE STEPS WHICH YOU THINK. W!LL BE 
THE MOST EFFECTIVE IN CHECKING IT? -- BERN4MA MORE. 

2220/ ZCM 
I 

NlfI7s (F) 
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INTERUI EW 22 KUALA LUMPUR 
, 

D DIVIDE CORRUPTION iNT@ TWO $TA;ES. OFdE i S "SidE UlldDE74 
THE TABLE STAGE AND THE OTHER DS OVER THE ‘ft$ZiLE, WHEN 
IT IS UNDER THE TABLE, 17 IMphBES SOCIETY ITSt3.F 
DIESN’T ACCEPT CORRUPTION, REGARDS IT AS A CRlMtNAL ACT OR 
AT LEAST AN ACT THAT IS DEGRADING. WHEN IT IS IN THIS 
ST4GE, YOU CAN REVERSE THE PROCESS. BUT ONCE 
CORRUPTION GETS OVER THE TABLE 4B VE THE TABLE WHEN IT 
IS DONE OPENLY 4ND A MATTER 0F’COUR.E YOU CANN6T REVERSE, B 
IN MALAYSIA, WE HAVE NOT COME TO THE :BOVE THE.TAkii,E 
STAGE. SO WE CAN,~STlLL WEVERSE THE PROCESS, THE 
QUESTION IS WHETHER WE HAVE GONE FAR iiN THE UNDER THE 
TABLE STAGE. I DON’T THINK WE ARE THAT BAD REALLY. 
WE HAVE TO HAVE A CORE OF PEOPLE WHO Ai?E DEDICATED TO 
ERASING CORRUPTION kND OBVIOUSLY THI S CORE OF PEOPLE MUST 
BE INCORRUPTIBLE THEMSELVES. IN THE P:,ST, 
ACKLED BY MAKING BUREAUCRATIC PROCESS MIRE 

CORRUPTION WAS 

DIFFICULT. WHAT WE DO IS SLOW DOWN THE pR@CFI;‘IS OF 
DECISION - MAKING AND !N THE FINAL ENILYSIS, ,:;E FIND THAT ’ 

Nffif31 tr- 1 
CORRUPTION IS STILL THERE? -- BERNAMA. M9RE 2z$>/ZCM 

. 



INTERVI EW 23 KUALA LUMPUR 

m (CONT.)r?HERE WERE SO MANY LAYERS OF DECIS!ON+AKING TO AVOID 
CORRUPTION, YCU SLOW DOWN TtCE PROCESS AND IN THE END YOU 
PAY MORE BECAUSE TIME MEANS MONEY, ESPEC; ALL’f WHEN YOU 
ARE TENDERING FOR SOMETHING. SO MY IDEA 1s LET PEOPLE 
MAKE DECiStONS AS QlllCKLY AS POSSl$3LE AT WHATEVER 
LEVEL. BUT WE MUST KEEP AN EYE ON THOSE PEOPLE MAKING 
THE DECISIONS, NAYURALLY WE WEED -A GOCD ANTkCORRUPT10N 
DEPARTMEWT. WE ARE TOYING WITH THE IDEA OF CHANGING BACK 
THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF !NVESTlGAT1OMS TO THE ANTI- 
CORRUPTION DEPARTMENT OR ANTI-CORRUPTION AGENCY. 
D WOULD LIKE TC FOCUS OF CORR(JPTBON, ONCE W.E KNOW THAT 
OFFlCERS HAVE GECLARED THEIR ASSETS, THEN WE WILL BE 

ABLE TO COMPUTE THEIR WEALTH’AT ANY GIVEN TIME AND AS 
YOU KNOW THE INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT CA& CIMPUTE THE 
WEALTH OF A PERSON,, tiE HAVE iNSTRUCTE’C1 THE INCOME TAX 
DEPARTMEN TO LNSTRUCT THE BSN (NRL ) ON HOW TO DO 
WEALTH COMPIUTATION. SO ONCE WE HAVE GOT ALL THESE FORHS 
GAYHEMFD AND KEPT, AT ANY TIME WE CAN ZERO IN ON A 
PERSON SUSPECTED OF BEING CORRUPT. -- BERNAMA MORE . 

2?37/ZCM 
NllQl 
INTERV I dF &I KUALA LUt4PUR ’ 

JOURNALlSTr YOU SAY YOU HAVE TO BUILD .UP THE CORE OF PEOPLE ‘+/HO 
WILL DE DEDICATED TO FlGHTlNG CORRUPTION. WHO WILL 

BE THIS CORE. BS IT MERELY THE NBI OFFICERS, OR IS IT AT 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE TH4T GOES BEYOND, 

THAT GOES TO THE POLITICAL FIELD AS WELL AS TO THE 
COMMON MAN IN THE STREET? 

8 
_; . 



PM s WELL, THERE WILL BE ENOUGH DEDICATED, HONEST PEOPLE FRQM 
AMONG THF PGLlTlCIANS AMONG THE CiVIk_ SERVANTS, t+mNG 

THE FOL ICf:‘, THESE ARE fHE PEOPLE WHO >:EEII To BE lDENTi Fi ED ._ 
AND EFCALISE THEY ARF: NOT CORRUPT TI”EY ilAE i\jOT SCARED 

OF THF -MEAS\If?FS THAT AAE TAKEN AN6 Tj-;EY ARE WILLONG 
J,’ 

TO DO THINGS, THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IDENTlFi ED OR ARE 
BEING IDENTIFOED. i THIWK WE HAVE SUFFlCIENT NUMBER OF 
THEM TO BE ABLE TO, RELY ON THEIR CO-OPERATiONa 

OF CdRSE, I MAY RE WRONG ON MY ASSE5SMENT OF PEOPLE 
HUT EVEN IF I ‘M WRONG IT WILL NOT BE COMPLETELY 

WRONC; . . I WOULD SAY THi\T ONLY A SMiiL_L. PERCENTAGE 
WILL nk! A WRO!‘JI; A~~SESSMENT ON iY’/ PART, -- EEFii’dnMfj 

iW R E :‘?4f&TIV 

NSf09c w ,I -‘.-‘.- 
-’ ONTERVI EW 24 KUALA LUMPUR 

JOURNILIST, IF THERE IS NO GIVER, THERE WILL BE MO RECEIVER. 
SO, HOW WOULD YOU DEAL WITH THE OTHER END? 

PM8 WELL, HE MAN WHO GiVES IS JUST dS BAD 4s THE MAN WHO - 
RECEI,VES. BUT SOMETIMES WE NEED TTtiE MAN WHO GIVES IN 
ORDER.TO FIND OUT THE MAN WHO RECEIVES. SO WHERE THE MAN 
WHO GIVES COOPERATE HE CAN GET AWAY. BUT OF COURSE IF WE 
CA’TCH THE MAN WHO h/ES WITH TH’E PERSON WHO RECEIViZS, 
BOTH ARE GOING TO GET IT. BUT IF THE MAN WHO GIVES IS 
PREPARED TO TURN STATE WITNESS WE CAN TAKE A 
LENiENT VI’EW. 

JOURNALISTP DATUK, SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT MANY QOVERNMENTS WILL 
START OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOTiNG AND ARE VERY COMMITTED 
AGAINST CORRUPTION. THE PROBLEM IS HOW THE S Sr;STAINS IN 
THE FACE ‘OF DIFFICULTY, IN THE FACE OF OPPOSS’%IN, -BOTjj...- 
INTERNAL TO THAT PARTICULAR GOVERNMENT AND EXa’RNAiz.?FO..:.;~- 
IT. WHAT’ IS YOU RESPONSE TO THAT? 

PM1 
D 

. 

THIS IS A VERY BIG PROBLEM. ADMITTEDLY THERE WILL BE 
FORCES ,WHICH WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE CORRUPTION STAMPED 

OUT. BUT AS I SAID WE ARE NOT AT THAT EXTREME STAGE WHERE 
EVERYBODY IS INVOLVED, WHERE YOU TOUCH ONE PERSON, YOU 

ARE GOING TO I’NVOLVE A LOT OF PEOPLE. I THINK 
WE>C.AN STILL DO IT BUT I WILL ADMIT THAT I WILL NOT BE 
ABLE, TO STAMP OUT CORRUPTION. I MAY BE ABLE TO LIMIT IT 
TO A CERTAIN EXTENT. I WILL PUT THE FEAR OF GOD IN THESE 

PEOPLE WHO ARE CORRUPT, NOTHING ELSE. THEY WILL NOT LIVE 
HAPP I LY EVER AFTER. 

JOURNALISTI SOME’CYNICS WILL-SAY IF YOU REALLY NAB ALL THE BIG 
FISH THAT ARE INVOLVE& YOU MIGHT FIND THAT YOU ARE-LEFT ,. 
WITHOUT SOME VERY VERY IMPORTANT SUPPORT TO YOUR 
GOVERNMENT. 

PM: WELL, IT ALL DEPENDS ON HOW THE PROCESS OF NABBING IS 
BEINQ,XARRIED OUT. 55343 -43 .-,6 2-6’ 9% -??a,$. 
THERE ARE WAYS OF OVERCOMING THAT PARTlCULdR KIND OF 
PROBLEM. THE MAIN THING IS OF COURSE WHEN WE FIND 

.EVIDENCE OF CORRUPTION AMONG SUPPORTERS, \;JE WILL HAVE TO 
,BUiLD SUPPORT FROM OTHER AREAS. -- BERNAMA MORE 2245/ZCM 

e 
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JOURNALlSTr DATUK, ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF PAS COMlNG BPCK TO BARlSAN 
NASlONAL? 

PM b! AS lYVE SAID IN THE PAST, THE BARlSIN NASiONAL IS AN 
ORGANDSATION WHOSE OBJECTiVE IS TO POOL AS MUCH ENERGY 

AS POSSIBLE FOR THE POLlTlCAL INTERESTS OF THE COUNTRY. 
OUR STRUGGLE WAS CERTA I N PRI NC l PLES. WHOEVER SUBSCRIBES 
TO THESE PRINCIPLES CAN JOlN THE BN. PREVlOUSLY THE 
ALLIANCE w4S RATHER EXCLUSIVE’ CONFNED TO ONLY THREE 
PARTlES, AFTER THAT WE HAD THE. GRAND ALLIANCE INVOLVING 
PARTOES IN S4BAH AND SARAWAK.‘4ND THEN WE FORMED THE 

BARlSAN NASIONAL TO GIVE A PLACE TO THE OTHER PARTIES 
WHICH WERE TOO SMALL TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. THESE PARTlES 

COULD PaRTlC I PATE i N THE GOVERNMENT. ..: 

1 DONfT LlKE ANYONE’TO BE.D,1!jApPOlNTEti OR FEEL -;I- \ 

LEFT.0U-r. WITH ‘-l-HE EXISTENCE OF BARISAN NASl()NAL-)) - 
WHO SUBSCRlBE TO ITS PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE NOT TOO RIGID, 
CAN JOlN. THERE IS HOWEVER ONF CONDITION’. THE ENTRY OF - J 
ANY PARTY MUST BE UNANIMOUSLY! AGREED TO By ALL COMPONENT 
MEMBERS. -- BERNAMA MORE 230fj/ZCM 

Nil4s; (F) 
I NTERVI EW 27 KUALA FUMPUR %I 

J!IURNALISTa WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THIS HAPPENING? .’ 

PMt I WOULD LIKE TO AVOID DlSUl$lTY AND.1 WOULD WANT TO SEE 
OUR ENERGY DiRECTED 4-T PRqMOTlNG THE WELL-BEING OF ALL. 

.IOI_IRN~LISTE WH4-T DO YOU HOPE YOUR 4DMlNlSTR4TlON 4ND YOUR’ 
PRIME MlNESTU?SAHlP WOULLI HAVE 4CHIEVED WHEN YOU FINALLY 
DECIDE TO DO SOMETHING ELSE? 

. 
. 
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