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MAHATHI R-C&PT,ON 

KUALA LUMPUR, OCT. -- THE GOVERNMEtNT , S ,STUDY, NG 
THE POSSI BI L 1 TY OF SETTl I AL DEPARTMENT TO COMBAT 

ATUH SE’RI DR. MAHATHI R MOHAMAD’,DI SCLOSED HERE. 
INISTER SAID HE w4S RifiNhj?== THE IDEA OF CHANGING 

THE NATlONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION INTO AN ANTI-CORRUPTION 
DFPARTMENT OR AGENCY AS IT USED TO BE KNOWN. 

IN AN SPEC,AL INTERVIEW ON THE OCCASION OF HIS IOOTH DAY IN 
OFFICE, DATUK SER, DR. MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT THE CHANGE WAS FELT 
UFCESSARY TO SPEED UP INVESTIGATIONS INTO CORRUPT PR,ACTICES. 

HE SAID UNDER THE PRESFNT SET-UP A LOT OF TIME WAS BEING WASTED 
OM INVESTIGATION, AND DECISIONS WERE OFTEN DELAYED BY BUREAUCRAT,C 
PROCESS. 

4S.A RESULT BY THE TIME A CORRlJPT PERSON WAS BROUGHT TO CO,URT, 
THE GOVERNMFNT’WOULD LOSE MORE MONEY THAN THE’4CT’JAL AMOUNT 
17’ kdn~l,_TI ti4VE SAVED IF THE PARTICULAR ACT OF CORRUPTION DID NOT - ’ 
TAKE F’LACF. -- t3FRNhMR ‘MORF ?171113/ I l-3 
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+SO WE ARE NOT ‘SAVI MG ANYTHING BUT AT THE SAME: TIME WE ARE 
. - LOSING SO MANY THINGS. WE .ARE LOSING JOBS, WE bRE LOSING SUPPlIES 

AND ALL THAT MERELY BECAUSE WE ARE TRYING TO 4VOlD CORRUPTION ,N 
A VERY INEFFECTIVE W4Y,+ HE SAID. 

THF PRIME MlNlSTER SAJD THE NEW DEPARTMENT TO BE MANNED BY _ 
A CORE OF DEDICATED PEOPLE WOULD ENTIRELY FOCUS ITS ATTENTtON 
ON WtPlNG OUT CORRUPTION. 
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+MY IDEA IS TO LET PEOPLE MAKE DEClSlONS AS QUICKLY 4s: POSShic 
4T WH4TEVER LEVEL BlJT WE MUST ALWAYS KEP OUR EYES ON THESE PEOPLE,+ 

+4NY SIGN THAT THEY ARE CORRUPT, ANY RUMOUR OR INDICATIONS THAT 
THEY ARE CORRUPT’; WE WILL lNVESTlG4TE THEM.+ 

+FIRST WE WILL ESTABLISH HOW MUCH Hi ,IS WORTH AND THEN WE WILL 
FIND OUT WHETHER HE IS SUDDENLY RICHER THAN HE SHOULD BE. THEN WE 
WILL T4KE 4CTION. THEREFORE .W,E C4N NOW MAKE OUR DECISIONS EARLIER,+ 
HE EXPLAINED. -- BERNAM MORE ?ft45/1 B 

MAHiiHl R-Chh’TI ON 3 KUALA LUMPUR. 

ACCORDING TO THE PRIME MINISTER AS IT WAS NOW, QUITE 4 LOT OF 
NI3l’S TIME HAD BEEN T4KFN UP INVESTIGATING MATTERS WHICH WERE NOT 
REL4TED TO‘CORRUPTION SUCH AS LOOKING INTO PRICES OF GOCSDS, THE 
QlJ4LlTY OF GOODS 4ND THE L I KE. 

+4LTHOUGH?,dTHEl? 
5 

MAY BE SOME FR4UDS GOI NG ON, IT I S NOT THE DUTY 
OF NBI TO GO ‘b?T:q;kSUCH THINGS,+ HE EXPLAINED. 

STRESSING THI?cqTHE GOVERNMENT HAD ENOUGH DEDICTED AND HONEST 
PEOPLE FROM AMOl@d’jiHE POLITICIANS CIVIL SERVANTS AND THE POLICE 
TO MAN THE PROPOSt$D”.~DEP4RTMENT OR’GGENCY,DATUK SERl DR. MAHATHIR 
SAID THE RECENT DIRECTIVE REQUIRING TOP PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO DECLARE 
THEIR ASSETS WAS PART OF THE MOVE TO CHECK G.RAFT, 

+ONCE WE HAVE GOT THEIR FORMS GATHERED 4,ND KEPT, AT ANY TIME . *, 
AT ALL ‘tJE CAN ALWAYS ZERO IN ON 4 PERSON EITHER ON SUSPICION OR 
AT R4NDOM BASIS,* HE SAID. -- BERN4MA MORE 2050/IB 
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M4HATHI R-COFiRbPTI ON R KUALA LUMPUR 

DESCRIBING C()RRlJPT\ON IN MALAYSIA 4s NOT AS BAD 4S IN SOME OTHER 
COlJNTRIES;THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY 
COULD STILL BE IMPROVED. 

HE’CLASSIFIED CORRUPTION INTO TWO CATAGORIES--UNDER THE TABLE 
AND 4BO?E THE TABLE. 

+WHEN THE STAGE RE4CHES ABOVE 
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. IS INVOLVED 
THE PROCESS + HE ShlD. 

+AT THAT’STAGE MONEY EARNED FROM CORRUPT ACT IS REGARDED JUST- 
LI KE ANY OTHER INCOME--E4RNEDdNCOME, 30, YOU CANNOT REVERSE THE 

PROCESS,+ HE ADDED. -- BERNAM 2053/lB 

THE T4BLE sJHERf? EVERYiODY, RIGHT 
IN\ CORRUPTI ON, YOU C4NNOT REVERSE 
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