
BY JAMIL ABDULLAH AND ABDUL RAHM4N SULAlMAN 
d? 

KUALA LUMPUR OCT, 2 f? ‘(BERN4?~.4) --‘DATUK SERi DR. k@+bl_A_TtiiR 
MOHBMAD-;SAYS IT’ IS HIS *DkEAM+ TO SEE Ir ;G AS3 

pDEVEIIOP$D COUNTRY WHICH ENJOYS THE S.AME INTERNATIONAL RESPECT 
AS ANY OTHER DEVELOPED NATION BUT WiTHOUT HAViNG TO LOSE ITS GOOD 
CULTURAL AND SPiRiTU4L VALUES. 

THE PRIME MINISTER POINTS OUT TH4T 4LTKOUGH COMPARATIVELY SPEAKJNG 
THE COUNTRY IS GAINING SUCH RESPECT, MALAYSIA HAS NOT REACJED 
THE STATUS OF 4 DEVELOPED COUNTRY. 

+THERE IS STILL A LOT MORE TO BE DONE-t, HE SAr3D i N A SPECIAL 
INTERVIEW WITH BERNAMA AND REPRESENTATIVES OF TkO M4JOR LOCAL 
NEWSP4PER GROUPS HERE Obd THE OCCASOOkl OF Hi S 10CsTH DAY IN OFFICE. 

DATUK SER DR. MAHATillR TOOK OATH OF OFFICE AC, MALAYSIA’S FOURTH 
PRIME MlNiSTEH BEFOPE THE YANG Di+ERTU4N 4GONG ON JULY 16 FOLLOWING 
TUN HUSSEIN ONN’S WITWDR4WAL, 

LAST FRiDAY WAS 11fS ZOOTH DAY IN OFFICE. -- BERNAMA MORE 1517/1B 

sI%N I (F) 
QwHRTHIR 2 KUALA LUMPUR @dsir’ . 

THE IMPROMPTU I NTERVi EW AT Hi S OFFiCE- WAS CON381tCTEQ li W A 
IELAXED 4ND INFORMAL ATMOSPHERE. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, SPEAKiNG HIS MIND, SPENT MORE THAN TWO 
@QURS 4NSWERiNG QUESTiONS WHiCtI COVERED WIDE RANGING SUBJEC?S 
BND ISSUES 4FFECTiNG THE NATION. 

THE TRQNSCRIPT IS REPRODUCED SEPARATELY,. 
D4TUK SERI DR. MAHITHIR S4iD AS IT W4S N W, SOME 

BEVELOPED COUNTRIES WERE STILL ADOPTCNG A % P TRONlSTiC 
ATTITUDE TOWARD MdLAYSt A. 

AS 4 R4CE, MALAYSIANS MUST HAVE 4 SENSE OF ACCOMPLiSHMENT. 
SO THAT THEY COULD STAND ON AN EQUQL FOOTING WiTH OTHER ’ 
PEOPLES b/iTHOUT HAVING TO BE LOOKED DOWN BY OTHERS. 

+TO ME, THIS IS iMPORT4NT. I DON’T LIKE TO,HE14’R 
WHEREVER I GO AND WHENEVER I S4Y THAT IeM A MALAYSIAN, 
PEOPLE WILL TURN THEIR FACES AND SAY II hH .P. THE L4ZY MALAY. 

*THi S IS W”1T HAS BEEN HAPPEN1 NG. TO A CERTAi N EXTENT, 
THE SO-CALLEZ. .:4KNESSES OF THE MAL4YS ARE BEING RUBBED 
OFF ON THE OTiiER RACES IN THIS COUNTRY. I REALLY CANNOT 
ST4ND THIS,+ HE S4lD. -- BERNAMA MORE 1522/Al- 
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ASKED WHAT HE CONSIDERED AS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE HE HAD TO 
FACE OVER THE LAST 100 DAYS, THE PRIME MINISTER SAtDs 
+THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE IS TO MOTIVATE EVERYBODY, NOT ONLY 
THE OFFICIALS BUT ALSO THE PEOPLE ON THE WHOLE, SO THAT THEY m 
WILL REALISE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD THE NATOON.+ 

HE SAID THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE MADE AWARE OF THEIR ROLE 
IN NATION BUILDING 4 TASK WHICH IMPLIED STRlViNG FOR NOT 
ONLY MATERIALISTIC fIEVELOPMENT BUT ALSO A KIND OF SPIRITUAL 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR EVERYONE. 

4AS THE SAYING GOES, MAN CANNOT LIVE BY EATING BREAD ALONE,+ 
WE STRESSED. 

ON WHETHER OR NOT HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO DO WHAT HE WANTED TO DO- 
SO FAR, THE PRIME MINISTER RECALLED THAT WHEN HE TOOK OVER 
FROM TUN HUSSEIN HE H4D ASKED THE PEOPLE FOR A YEAR FOR HIS 
GOVERNMENT TO PRODUCE RESULTS BECAUSE +I THOUGHT MAYBE AFTER 
A YEAR, YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO SEE DIFFERENCES.+ 

+WHETHER THERE 4RE ANY DIFFERENCES OR NOT I N THE F: RST ‘I.00 
DAYS, IT’S.FAlRLY DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY.+ 

+OF COURSE, l KNOW WHAY INSTRIJCT’IONS , I”VE GIVEN. WHETHER THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS 4RE CARRIED OUT, WHETHER THEY ARE EFFECTIVE . 
OR NOT, IT IS IEASIER FOR PEOPLE OUTSIDE TO ASSESS,+ HE 
SAID. -- BERNAMA MORE 1527/Al 
Ni)7fl!l (F) 
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+SITTING IN THIS ROOM, GIVING DIRECTIVES, MAtilNG DECISIONS ANU 
ALL THAT DCES NOT GIVE !qE A PERSPECTIVE FYOM OUTSI DE AS TO 
HOW THOSE DIRECTIVES H4VE BEEN SEEN.+ 

J-PEOPLE KEEP ON S&Yip16 THAT THEY HAVE BEEN GIVING THESE 
@ra:qS, THOSE ORDERS BUT WMCT ARE THE RESULTS? : REALLY DON’T 
KNWi+ HE b,DMITTED, 

Qti INTERVIEWER INTERRUPTED AND DRfW THE PRIME MlNlSTER’S 
49TTENTSC;N TO WHAT HAS GEMERALL:’ BEEN DESCRIBED AS SOCl ETY’S 
EXPECTATION OF HIS GOVERNMENT. 

+DON’T YOU FEEL THAT SOCIETY HhS INFA’X BEEN AWAKENED TO 
ScJMETHI NG NEW? THI S HAS PARTLY BEEN CALLEII THE ZEGI NNI NG Of 
A TWO-M (MAH4THiR-M’JSA) TRANSFORMATIoNa TtfERE IS -NOW A NEW 
SENSE OF DIRECTiON TOWAHDS A CLEAN, EFFICIENT AND DISCIPLINED 
SOCIETY. DO YOU THl~~:K IT’S FAIR FOR PEOPLE TO SRY THAT THERE 
IS A BEGLNNONG OF I; TR4NSFORMATION PROCES!j?+ DAXJK SERI DR. 
MAHATH~ R WAS ASKED, 

+I HOPE IT’S $0 3UT WHETHER IT D S SO OR NOT E S SOMETHI NG ELSE. 
I WOULD Ll KE TG SEE tiH&T Y1oU SAY DONE, THI S 1 S WHPT BOTH MUSA 
(DEPUTY PRIME !ir;‘,cXEH) AND i 4'OULD LI ME ‘I-0 SEE HAPPENI RIG t N 
THI S COUNTRY,+ Hi: siEP!_I ED. -- EERNAMA MORE 1531/A! 
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DATUK SERI DR..MdHATHIR DWELT AT LENGTH bN THE NEW ‘ECONOMIC 
POLICY, THE PROBLEM. OF, CORRUPTION, RACIAL HARMONY, MALAYSIA-3RI-i.r -iti 
WELATIONS AND HI 9 GENERAL PERCEPTI ON OF I NTERNATBONAL RELATIONS, 

ON THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY HE SAID IT WAS NOT MERELY AN EC8fdObtIC 
POLICY BUT ALSO A POLITICAL f&ICY. 

+IIF IT l&PURELY. ECONOMIC, WE WOULD GO FOR GROWTH ALL THE W4Y, 
BUT YOU KNOW IF WE"(3‘0 FOR GROWTH ALL THE WAY WITHOUT EQUITABLE 
DISTRIBUTION, WE WILL HAVE POLITICAL INSTABILITY,+ HE EXPLAiNED! 

THE PRIME MINISTER FELT THAT GIVEN THE CONSTRAINT OF HAVING TO 
MAINTAIN PL~lTICAL’~STABILITY, THE ECONOMIC GROWTH ACHIEVED BY THE 
COUNTRY UNDER THE ECONOMIC POLICY SO FAR HAD BEEN A VERY GOOD Otdti, 

+IF WE GO MERELY FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH, WE FORGET ABOUT RURAL POVERTY, 
WE FORGET ABOUT THE MALAYS AND CHINESE NOT BEING EQUAL IN ECONOW!C 
DEVELOPMENT I’M QUITE SURE OUR GROWTH RATE IS TREMENDOUS.+ 

+BUT THE/k W,lLL BE TREMENDOUS POLITICAL INSTABBblTY.TOO AND‘ 
;;Et;YB;;Y WILL COME OUT AND TEAR TO SHREDS ALL THESE TYSNCS,+ _ 

. -- BERNAMA MORE 1525/IB 
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IN VIEW OF THlS THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT THE Pi%_lCY 
WOULD CONTINUE~TO fIE PURSUED AND.THE PRESENT ACTlV!flES UNDER THE 

j' 

POLICY BE STEPPED UP, 
THERE WAS ALSO A NEED TO EXPLAIN TO THE PEOPLE THAT WHhTEVER 4CTlOFl 

THE GOVERNMENT W4S TAKING WAS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE POLICY. 
HE SAID A LOT OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY WERE 

LARGELY THE RESULT,OF A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF IT, 
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR ASSURED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WbJiD ALSO 

;;:;LNUE TO BUY FOREIGN-OWNED ASSETS SO LONG AS +THEY ARE THERE FOR 

+BirT THERE WILL COME A TIME WHEN ALL FOREIGN ASSESTS 4RE ALREQDY 
hROUGHT BACK AND, IF WE HAVE MONEY, WE CAN BUY ANY SHARES. WE C’AN EVEI 
BUY FOREIGN COMPANIES OPER4TING HERE.+ 

*THE FACT THAT ‘SOMEBODY INVESTS IN THIS COUNTRY AND HAS 100 PER 
CENT OWNERSHIP DOE'S, NOT MEAN THAT WE CANNOT BUY THE COMPANY. 
IF THEY ARE UP FOR;‘ SALE, WE WILL BUY,+H& 841 D. --BERNAMA MORE 
15?_n/ I B : ;, $; 9’ 
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THE PRIME MINISTER REGRETTED THAT THE RECENT PURCHASE- OF 
GUTHRIE SHARES BY PERMODAL4N NASlONAL BERHAD HAD 
BEEN SEEN BY CERTAIN QUARTERS ‘AS +BACK-DOOR+ NATIONALISATION. 

+WE ARE DOING WHAT OTHER PEOPLE ARE DOING. AFTER 
ALL THE ARABS ARE BUYING, MOST OF THE OTHER PEOPLES 4RE BUY lNG.+ 

+AT ONE TIME THE JAPANESE ARE BUYING BRITISH AND AMERICAN 
COMPANIES. SO, WHY CAN’T MALAYSIANS BUY? WE A,RE JU T LIKE EVERYBGD’ 
ELSE,+ HE SAID. 

ON RACIAL HARMONY, DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIF? REITERATED THAT 
IT WAS HIS BELIEF THAT RACIAL PREJUDICES COULD BE WIPED OUT ONCE 
THE MALAYSIAN SOCIETY W4S FULLY RESTRUCTURED AS ENVISAGED BY _THE 
NEW ECONOMIC POLICY. 

IN A SITUAT’ION WHERE THE VARIOUS RACES HAD ATTAINED RN EQUAL 
STATUS IN TERMS OF ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND WHERE THEY WERE NO 
LONGER IDENTIFIABLE ON THE BASIS OF THEIR OCCUPATION THE 
FEARS AND FEELlh;GS OF INSECURITY BY ANY ONE RACE AdI 
SCORES OF OTHER PRbBLEMS RELATED TO RACIAL DIFFERENCES WOULD”. 
AUTOMATICALLY DIMINISH.--8ERNAMA MORE 17?3/HM 
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HE REFUTED A CLAIM THAT R4CIAL UNITY WAS NOW DETERIORAT- 
ING COMPARED WITH THE SITUATION BEFO,RE THE MAY 13 DIS- 
TURBANCES IN 1969. 

+THIS IS SOMETHING RELAT+VE. IF WE WERE TO COMPARE THE PRESENT 
SITUATION WITH THE PAST, MAYBE THE PRESENT IS 
BETTER THOUGH WE MIGHT HAVE NOT REACHED THE STAGE WE SHOULD. 
THE SAME APPLIES IF WE WERE TO COMPARE OUR COUNTRY WITH OTHfrH 
COUNTRIES WITH MULTI-RACIAL POPULATIONS -- MAYBE THE SITUATION lN 
OUR COUNTRY IS BETTER,+ HE SAI II. 

+BUT IF WE WERE TO COMPARE OURS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WHOSE 
POPULAT I ON COMPR I SES ONLY ONE 
REACHED THAT STATIjS. 

RACE, THEN CERTAINLY WE HAVE NOT 

+NEVERTHELESS. IT I S CORRECT TO SAY THAT MUCH 
STILL NEED ?6 BE’DONE,+ HE ST RESSED” 

ON MALAYS IF A-BR I TA I N I?EC ATI (INS WHICH HA 
CTEI‘:+ FQLLQ’d ING M I S I NTEnPR ETA TlON BY THE 
GOVE’sNMEN’T’.5 LATEST Rl!L I NC, PE RT4lNING TO 
CONTRACTS, ‘IIATUK SER 1 1IR. MA HATHIR SAID 
\dHY,.JHF D I RFCTI VE SHO1ILII B F Ml SUNDERSTOO 

D BEEN SOMEWHAT +AFFE- 
RRlTlSii PRESS OF THE 
PURCHASE OF BRITISH 
HE dIMSELF DID NOT KNG.: 

,a.-- BERNAMA MORE 1732/H).’ 
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DATIJK SERI DR MAH4THIR SAlDz 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS BRITAIN, VERY, V 
'TRADE RELATIONS WITH THEM, WE ARE 
8RiTISH GOODS. ALL WE ARE SAY 1 NG 
BRITISH IF WE CAN HELP IT. 9 

THE PRIME MlNlSTER ASSU RED POT 
MAL4YSIA W4S AS COMMlTTED AS EVER 

EVEN IF THE BRITOSH W4N TED TO 
STILL WELCOMED, HE SAID, E XPLAlNl 
INVESTMENTS HERE AND WERE PRODUCI 

+I 
ER 
N 
I 

WAS VERY CLEk 
IY CLEAR. WE 4 
OT CARRYING A 
S TWAT THE GO1' 

R kZ;cjUT OUR 
RE NOT CUTTING OFF 
GENERAL BOYCOTT OF 
ERNMENT WILL NOT 13 

ENTlAL FOREIGN IflVESTORS THAT 
TO FOREIGN INVE'STMENT. 
INVEST IN THE CGUNTRY, THEY WERE 
NG THAT BRITISH COMPAN'rES WITH 
NG GOQDS-.LOCALLY WERE NOT SUBJECT 

IUY 

?-(I THE GOVERNMENT~S LATEST RULIN_G. 
+THEY CAN SELL TO THE GOVERNMENT ANo.-kfE- WlLL EUY BECAUSE 

-I-HEY 4RE PRODUCING lN THIS COUNTRY AND THEIR PRODUCTS ARE 
M4L4YSl4N PRODUCTS,+ HE STRESSED. 

flfd INTERNATlONAL RELATiONS 
M4L4Ysl4 HAD CERTAIN PRIORITI is 

THE PRIME MINISTEF( EXPLAINED THAT 

OTHER COUNTI? IES 
IN CONDUCTING ITS RELATIONS WlTH 

.--BERNAMA MORE mm/H@l 

Nt776 (F > 

+TOP ON LIST IS OF COIJRSE RELATIONS WiTH ASEAN COUNTRIES. &COND 
COME THE ISLPMIC COUNTRIES THIRD THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES AND 
FOURTH THE COMMONWEALTH,+ 

+THOUGH WE H4VE THESE PRIOR/TIES, THE DiSTANCE BETWEEN ONE ANOTHER 
NEED NOT BE THE SAME c HE EXPLCINED. . 

THE PRlME MiNlST& pO[NTEE OUT THAT THE LIST CF PRIORITIES MIGHT 
BE CHANGED FROM TIME To 'TIME DEPENDING ON CId?CUN”ANCES AND DEVELOP- 
IS E F\i T S . 

d-r 1 I- WAS i\jry,:, THE COMMQNwEBLTH WAS 'PLACED h4ST ON THE Lls-t- 
FtEC3.USE THE GO\/iRNr\?ENT fq~G&~gED THE POLICIES OF CERTAIN MEMBER 
r:ai.IbJTRIES WERE NO-j- BENEFICIAL T(j "VEVELOPING COUNT:?DES, PARTICULARLY 
?,"4/_4YSf 4. 

+THIS IS -~-I-IF SlTlj4Tjijf\j NOW, HOWEVER, IF' 6NE rJAY THE COMMON'v!EALTH 
Pi2fJvES -i-O BE ivir,t?E FI.INC-r/(]NAL, b,rE M4Y REVISE our: F?B ORiTlES,+ HE 
sr\ ID.--- RFRWAMA ‘j q‘ly/Hrti 
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