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Malaysia will build a

. security fence at the

Kroh check-point
along the Perak-Thai
border to curb smug-

_gling and infiltration

by communigt ter-
rorists. @
Datuk Seri Dr.

Mahathir Mohamad said
work onu THe approx-
imately 12-mile long
fence will start as soon as
allocation is made and all
preparatory plans arc
completed.

This deccision [ollows
the 1,000 per cent in-
crease in Customs reven-
ue when a 17-mile border

fence at Padang Besar,

Pcrlis,
1979.

While business at the
Kroh-Betong border is
not as flourishing as at
the Padang Besar-
Haadyai point, the Prime
Minister said the fence
would discourage smug-
gling, cspccially of drugs
into Malaysia.

Surrender

He said it will also ob-
struct the movement of
communist terrorists, if
not fully stop them, from
entering the country
from their hidcout in the
Betong salient.

The fence, which is ex-
pected to cost about $10
million will stretch from

was erected in

Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir

ty fence

Bukit Pcrenggan at the
Perak-Kedah border
castward to Lepangan
Nenering, about 12 mxles
away.

Speaking at a Prcss
confercnce at the end of |
his two-day statc visit to
Perak, Datuk ‘ Seri ‘Dr.
Mahathir said the sccur-
ity situation here was
generally more stable,
sho\vmg an 1mprovcmcnt
over the past years,

*sull living with relatives

in the' Kroh area, the
Prime Minisicr said the
government would like to |
see them return to Thai- .
land if they feel safe and '
happy about returning.

“But they'il be allowed ;
to stay here for as long as !
there is a need for them :
to stay.

“*We're doing’ thlS
strictly on humanitarian
grounds. There ard just a
small number of them
and we don’t mind if it’s
for a temporary stay.

¢ “But we will not accept

Y large number of refu-

+ gees,” he said, in a refer- :

+ ence to the thousands of

. Vietnamese boat people

(

i

He ©

said therec had heen an |

increase in the surrender

of communist terrorists

and fewer cases of booby

traps against .security
forces’ patrolling‘t the
border arca.

Asked about the Thai- .
Muslim refugees who are ;. 777"

-

1%

*who have deluged the .

Malaysian shores. -
- On security along the
72-mile East-West High-
way which is expected to
open in the middle of next
year, the Prime Minister

| said security forces will
be located a,t strategic .
points and if nccessary, -
there will be patrols |
along the highway to
ensure:it. i8° completely
safe for'public use.

There has becn con-'
ccern here about . safety
along the East-West
Highway”  which cuts :
across the communist
terrorists’' infiltration
route.
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