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Standing Order on 
\ 

THE Dewan Rakyat, touto Members who were I 
day approved an amend- 
ment to the House Stand- 
ing Orders which 
changed the Friday sit- 
ting hours to 3 p.m. until 7 
p.m. instead of from 2.30 
p.m. until 6.30 p.m. 

-tions’by an MP who-had &thc claim by the 
beengranted leave from Opposition Leader that 
the sessions could be amendments to the present to ask their ques- 

tions. 

The amendment to 
Standing Order 12(l) was 
one of several proposed 
by Prime MlnisterPatuk 
Scri Dr. Mahathlr 
M7_e which were 
passed. unanimously. 

The new sitting hours 
for Friday would take cf- 
feet from next week. 

Datuk Scri Dr. 
Mahathir said the new 
sitting hours for Friday 
would allow Muslim 

. Members of Parliament 
to attend sitting in time 
after performing their 
Friday prayers. 

The amendment to 
Standing Order 24 (2) pro- 
vided lhat questions 
from Members who were 
absenk,wcrc left towards 
the end after all qucs- 
tlons by those present In 
the House had been an- 
swered. 

The Prime Mtntstcr 
sald the amendment was 
aimed at giving priority 

During the debate on 
the motion, Opposition ) 
Leader Lim Kit Siang re- 
gretted fhat ansers to 
some oral questtons were 
being withheld from Par.- 
liament and MPs. 

printed by the press or Standing ‘Orders were 
likewise, circulated free- ’ made on an ad hoc basis, ’ 
ly by officers from the Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
department or mininstry. said the Governmentrc- 
questioned. viewed the StaudFng Or- 

Speaker Tan Sri Syed ders from time ‘to time 

He said’ that answers 
to oral questions marked 
down for <oral, answers 
were all prepared for the 
day they had been set : 
down, and even if the s 
question was not an- I 
swcred lorally~ during ; 
Question Time, the Min- i 
later or hls Deputy had 1 
the answer with him. i 

“All he needs to do is to 
send his answer to, Par- 
liament, with a copy ex- ’ 
tended to the MP who, 
asked the question. 

Nash Ismail interjected and suggested the 
that it was a ruling that , changes if they were 
in such an event, the MP thought necessary. x 
who had been granted On the attitudes .of 
leave should not be con- ministries in not making 
aidered as having taken Parliamentary replies to 
part in any of the pro- questions. available 
ceedings unle,ssl he had ,‘promptly to MPs,‘the 
informed the Speaker I prime Minister said he 
that -he’ liad terminated 
his leave. 

could easily .ehange the 
attitudes of Government, 

AS such, none of his” o f f i c c r s a’n d. 
patstions should be re- ( backbenchers. “but it’ ts 
garded either for.wrilten the attitude of the Opposi- 
replles or otherwise, the 
Speaker added. ’ 

tton Members that I[ can- 

In winding up’ the de- 
Q-O! change.” 

bate, the.Prtme Minister 
aaid Opposition MemRra: : 
had been given con-. 
siderable opportunity f to 
take Part in debates in . . __ 

The Member for Petal- 
ing also suggested -that 
the daily Par~arncntary 
meeting hours be 
lengthened to allow for , 
more time for MPs to ye House. 

Hc bclteved that if the 
take part fn debates, e*- Opposttion’ were to rule 
Pecia”y debate On the the 
Budget. 

the country, Barisan Na- 
sional Mcmbcrs might 

Mr ‘- ‘atto (DA?T. ,not be given as much op- 
Menglcmbu) asked ~portunity to participate ’ 
whether answers to qyes- .: in the debates. 
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