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EOHAMAD: SAID TODAY THA Tc- THE 
-&AT”K SERt, DR MAHdT;i I R 

TIME HAS NOW ~~iE-FG!?--?~@~~‘?. 
h’7%S-Eh-IANGE CONCEPT TO BE MADE A ‘REALITY AS A FIRST STEPS :;:; 
TOWARDS THE ESTABLlSHMENT OF THE .NEW !dORLD 1NfORMATION I 
AND COMMUNICATION ORDER,, 

., 

HE SAID THAT ASIAN COUNTRI‘ES~SHOULD NOT ALLOW OTHERS TO 
MONOPOLISE INFORMATION ABOUT THEN, 

THE PRIME MlNlSTER, WHO WAS OPENlNG THE FlFTH ORGANISATION 
OF ASlAx NEWS AGENCIES @ANA) GENERAL ASSEMBLY HERE, SAID 
THAT THE THIRD ‘dORLD HAD SUFFERED MUCH FROM +FREEDOM 
TO SEEK, RECEIVE AND t MPART I NFORMATION AND IDEAS OF ALL 
Ki NDS, REGARiILESS OF FRONTIERS.+ ’ 

+WHtLE OUR FRONTIERS HAVE BEEN BREACHED AGAtN AND AGAIN, 
Wti HAVE NOT HAD THE SAME CAPACt TY WITH REGARD TO THE 
FROMTIERS WHlCH CONTROL WORLD MEDIA,+ HE,-SAID, 

+t T IS BECAUSE THE EXERCl SE OF PRES.S FREEDOM. IS So 
Lr3AUED 1 N FAVOUR OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES THAT WE HAVE - 
TRIED TO FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD INFORMATlON AND COWMUN1CATION 
ORilER:~ -- BERNAMA MORE 1139‘/AI 
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THE PRIME MllUiSTER SAtD THE WESTERN CONTROL OF THE INTERNA- 
TfONAL MEIjlA HAD SUBVERTED THE GOVERNMENTS OF MhNY DEVE- 
LOPING COUNTRtES UNTIL SOME WERE EVEN OVERTHROWN. 

+THE SAD THiNG IS THhT THE GOVERNMENTS WHtCH TOOK OVER 
ARE OFTEN LESS DEMOCRATIC THAN THE MALJGNED PREDECESSORS,+, 
HE ADDED. 

+‘dHATEV&R GOVERNMENTS TAKE OVER THEY SOON BECOME SUBJECTS 
OF INTERNATIONAL VtLLlFlC4TIONS BY THE WESTERN MEDI4,+ 
HE ADDED,, 

THE PRIME MtNlSTER TOLD MORE THAN 20 MEW-S AGENCIES, INCLUDING 
THOSE FROM THE NON-OAN4 MEMBER PACIFIC COUNTRIES, PBRTICIPA- 
TING IN THE FOUR-D4Y ASSE#BLY THAT HE REALISED THAT 
INTERNATtON4L NEWS 4GENCIES WERE VERY POWERFUL. 

MALAYSt4 HE SAID’ HAD SEVERAL BRUSHES WtTH THEM AND 
HAD BEEN +BbDLY BRUI&ED.+ 

+B\.IT IN THE NAME OF PRESS FREEDOM ITSELF WE CANNOT BE COWED 
BY THREATS TO OUR COUNTRY’S IMAGE,+ HE ADDEb. -- BERNAM 
F%IF?F 1146/A I 



THE PRIME MI NI STEQ EXPRESSED REGRET OVER THAT HE TERMED AS THE 
C&CK OF A SENSE OF SOC14L RESPONSIBILITY ON THE PART OF 
SOME v!f31A PERSONNEL. 

HE SAID -l-HAT MALAYSIA WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH THE 
FREQUENT INCIDENTS OF MISREPORTlNG, DELIBERATE OR OTHERWISE, 
ABOUT HER AFFAlRS lN THE FORFIGN PRESS, ESPECEALtY THE WESTEiiN 
PQESS. 

MALAYSIA HAD HER FIRST FEW BlTTER DOSES OF UNCALLED FOR 
PUBLICITY SHORTLY AFTER THE MAY 13, 196'1 RACIAL RIOTS IN 
WHICH FOREIGN REODERS WERE REGALED WITH DISTORTED VIEWS 
OF THE EVENTS HAPPENbNG THEN. 

+INDEFD DIRE PREDICTIONS WERE MADE’ WlJlCH IMPLIED-THAT THE 
WORLD COULD ‘vJRlTE OFF MALI\YSlP,+ D4TUK SfRi DR. MAHATHIR SAID. 

IN THE EVENT MALAYSIA DID NOT ONLY GET OVER HER DIFFICULTIES 
BUT SHF EMERGED‘STRONGEQ MORE UNITED 4ND MORE PROSPEROU’S .- 

THAN EVFR BEFORE. -- &NAMA MORE jjr,n/Al 
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HE S4lD THAT THE YE4Ft FOLLOWING THA7 UNFORTUMATE ENCODENT 
ALSO SAW M4L4YSIA OCCASIONALLY F4LilNG VICTIM TO THE WILD 
PMAGINAT1ONS AND SENSATlOfd-MINDEDNESS OF SOME ORRESPONSIBLE 
JOURNALi STS SOME OF WHOM HAD NOT EVEN VlSllTED THE COUNTRY. 

aLATELY kS 4 RESULT OF OUR LEGITlM4TE ATTEMPTS TO G&IN 
CONTROL OF OUR OWN ‘RESOURCES, WE HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO 

, VAR 1 OUS REPORTS CULC,Ut4TED TO FR I GHfEN”4W4Y FORE I GM 
‘INVESTORS FROM OUR COUNTRY,+ HE MID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO RELdTED THE RECENT lNClDENT 
WHEREBY A PUBLISHER OF A CHILDREN'S BOOK DESCRBBED 
MALAYSIANS hS PEQPtE WHO WERE STILL LIVING ON TREETOPS 
-n? cSC&PF FROM WILD ANIMALS. 

. 
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*THE ONLY PEOPLE MALAY$liNS WOULD LIKE TO ESCAPE FROM ARE 
THESE KIND OF PUBLISHERS + HE ADDED. 

DAYUK SERl. DR. MAHATHfR FELT THAT THE ANSWER I-0 ALL THESE 
PROBLEMS LAY TO A GREAT EXTENT WITH THE PEOPLE OF;,Ti+E 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THEMSELVES. 

+WF SHOULD NOT ALCOW OTHERS TO MONOPOLl SE ‘1 NFORbtATdON 
4iiOUT OURSELVES. WE.:SHOULD EXPAND OUR EFFORTS AT lNFORM8NG 
THE WORLD WHAT IS THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES AND WHAT IS FICTION,+ 
i-1E SAID. -- BERNAMA MORE lPCIB/Al 

MAHATHI R 5 KUALA l@j+~~,\..h+pd 
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iASIANS SHOU<D l’ifl:.+ALL INTO THE PATTERN CF SENSATlOH4LISti 
AND UNMlTlGAYED ‘EMBEL&lSHMENTS OF THE TRUBH THAT CH4RACTERiSED 
THE WESTERN PRESSI, WE,.::SHOULD TELL YHDNGS AS YHEY ARE. 

+!N TIME THE WQR;LD WILL LEARN THAT WE ARE RELIABLE 
ANO OUR CREfhBILITY~“~WlCL ENSURE OUR ACCEPTANCE,+ HE ADDED. 
- ;SERNAMA MORE iaQ8/Al 
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IjATlJK SER! DR MA:tfATHlR SAID AS IT WAS NOi, THE THIRD 
b!ORLD COUNTRIES HAD .F4R TOO LONG BEEN SUFFERBNG FROM THE CONSTANT 
\LL-TREATMENT BY THE, .POWERFUL WESTERN AGENCP ES FROM THE 
INSUFFSC1ENP SPACE GIVEN TO THEM BY THE WESTERN NEWSP4PERS, 

WHATEVER THE REASONS FOR THIS IMBALANCE OF NEWS FLOW BETWEEN 
SEVELOQED 4ND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THE STATE OF 
AFFAS RS COULD NO LONGER BE ACCEPTEb BY THE THI RD WORLD COUNT&l ES, 

THF PRIME MINISTER SAID THE FACT THAY MORE THAN 20 ASl4N NEki’S 
AGENCE ES WERE ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE W4S 4 +CLEAR MAWIFESV4TIBM 
z,i- YOIJR SERfOUSNESS+ IN WANTING TO $EY UP THE ASI AN 
NEWS EXCHANGE NETWORK. 

::E ALSO SA ID HE REALI SED THAY THERE hfAS A +GREA,TLY FELT+ 
WEEG FCIR THE VARLOIJS, fELECOMMUNICATSON !tU?HORlTlES TO REDUCE 
THEi R TARIFF RATES TO ENSURE A MORE VIA9LE NEWS EXCHANGE 
P;?OCRki"lME kF1ONG THE NON-PROFIT MAKING N?dS AGENCl ES OF Tk!E 
REG I Ob! _ -- BE?NAHA W?J?E 121~5/'Al 
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MALAY!51 A HAD ALREADY REDUCED THE RATE SUBSTAN- 
TIALLY FOR IHE LONG TERM INTEREST OF TjdE REGION AND ITS PEOPLE. 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT MILAYSIA WOULD BE FOLLOWED 
DY THE OTHER COUNTR l ES l W THE RUG1 ON. 

+WE BELIEVE THAT AN EFFIC3ENY NETWORK QF NEWS EXCHANGES 
ACROSS ASI 4 4ND THE P4C I F IC ‘sjGULD NOT 0fd.Y FAC kL$TA’i-E THE FLOW OF 
tJEb,JS BETWEEN AND Wf THi N THE DEVELOPl N s COwnOES OF THE.WEGIOM 
E\9Y &LSO FROK THE REGlON TO THE OUYSISE WORLD 4 HE AEDEI?, 

DATUK SEi39 DR MAWATHIR SAID ET WAS ALSO H,g HOPE TMIT THE 
TIME WOULD NOT EE TOO LONh; FOR THEM TO SEE ASBA’S liuiAa”YE BEING 
PAD NTED BY ASI ANS THEMSELVES ,RATHER TMBN BY OUTSlDERS +b!dHO ARE 
NEITilER SENSlfiVE 3-Q OUR MEEDS AND itSPBRATBONS NOR SYW'QSHETIC 
l-0 OUR CAUSE.+ 

+A JUST 4RD EQUi'%ABLE 21SPRIBUl"ION OF IiVFORMATOO& WiTH$fi 
YHE REGSON AND QUYSZDE WOULD iNEVSTABLY HELP PROMOTE REGOO- 
NAL UNDERSYINDt WG AND 3 N THE LONG RUN ENHANCE 
FURTHER THE CO-OPERATBVE EFFORTS AMON& THE.COUNTRIES iN THE 
R&ON,+ HE 4DDED. 

THE FOUR-DAY ASSEMBLY HOSTED’BY BERNAMA IS EXPECTED TO - 
4PPROVE AMENDMENTS TO THE OAN4 STATUTE TO ACCOMMODATE NEW MEM- 
DERSHlP FROM TtiE PACIFIC COUNTRIES. -- BERNAMA f219/Al 

IN RERNAMA lTE&3~6 SLUGGED +M4HATHIR 2 KUAl.4 l_UMPUR+ FOURTH 
,?bRA SHOULD READ . . . ..~NTERNATIONAL ORGANlSATlONS GOVERNING MEDIA 
ETHICS, LIKE THE INTEWN4TION4L PRESS INSTITUY‘E, WERE VERY 
POWERFUL. .’ 
(REPEAT). . . . FOURTH PAR4 SHOULD READ,... IN?ERNAT;~ONAL ORGAN1 SATIONS 
GOVERNING MEDIA ETHICS, L\#E THE INTERNATiOflAL PRESS IMS~ITU?E- 
WERE VERY POWERFUL. - BERNAMA 
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