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£ KUALA LUMPUR, NOV, 73 (BERNAMA) —=|DATUK SERI DR, _MAHATHIR:
MOHAMAD DECLARED TODAY THAT MALAYS{A NGT BE COWED ’
EY"THREATS FROM INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ORGANIVATIONS IN THE
NAME OF PRESS FREEDOM,

HE SAID ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY. HAD +SEVERAL BRUSHES WiTH SUCH
ORGAN|SATIONS BEFORE AND HAVE BEEN BADLY BRUISD, IN THE
NAME OF PRESS FREDOM |TSELF, WE CANNOT BE COWED' BY
THREATS TO OUR COUNTRY'S IMAGE.+ .

THE PRIME MINISTER MADE THESE REMARKS WHEN ME OPENED THE
STH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ORGANISATION OF ASIAN NEWS
AGENCIES (OANA) HERE.

THE FOUR-DAY ASSEMBLY HOSTED BY BERNAMA 1S BEING ATTENDED BY
MORE THAN 20 NEWS AGENCIES INCLUDING THOSE FROM THE NON~-
OANA PACIFIC MEMBER COUNTRIES.

EARLIER, THE PRIME MINISTER RELATED A LATEST INCIDENT GENERATED
PRESUMABLY BY AN ARTICLE HE WROTE RECENTLY ON THE FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS.

HE SAID THAT FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THE ARTICLE BY LOCAL
 NEWSPAPERS, HE RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM THE INTERNATIONAL

PRESS INSTITUTE THREZ DAYS AGC WHICH CARRIED AN IMPLIED

TﬂRE?T TO THE IMAGE OF THE COUNTRY. =~ BERNAMA MORE
14048 /A4 »

N23: (F) :
MAHATHIR-LEAD 2 KUALA LUMPUR

¢ +YET THE SAME TELEGRAM POINTED OUT THAT THE UN MEMBERS HAD
ACCEPTED HUMAN RIGHTS TO INCLUDE +FREEDOM .... TO [MPART
IDEAS OF ALL KINDS ... + HE SAID,.

DATUK SER| DR, MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT WHAE HE DID WAS MERELY
TO IMPART HIS IDEAS THRGUGH THE MEDIA, AN EXERCISE OF ONE OF THE
HUMAN RIGHTS TO WHIGH HE WAS AS ENTITLED AS ANYONE ELSE.

+1T IS STRANGE THAT AN INSTITUTE THAT {S SUPPOSED TO
PROTECT MY RIGHT SHOULD SEEK TO DENY IT.+

+YET WHEN DELIBERATE MISREPORTING AND AGITATIONS ARE
CARRIED OUT THROUGH THE PRESS, NO COMMENT IS HEARD,+ HE
ADDED, -



THE PRIME MINISTER REITERATED THAT BEING A DEVELOPING COUNTRY,
MALAYSIA WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH THE FQEQUENT INCIDENTS
OF MISREPORTING, DELIBERATE OR OTHERWISE, ABOUY ITS
AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN PRESS, ESPECIALLY THE WESTERN PRESS,

HE RECALLED THAT MALAYSIA HAD ITS FIRST FEW BITTER
DOSES OF UNCALLED-FOR PUBLICITY SHORTLY AFTER THE MAY 13,

1960 RACIAL RIOTS IN WHICH FOREIGN READERS WERE REGALED
WITH DISTORTED VIEWS ON THE EVENTS HAPPENING THEN, -—-
BERNAMA MORE 14Nn9/a)
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+INDEED DIRE PREDICTIONS WERE MADE WHICH 1MPLIED THAT THE
WORLD CCULD WRITE OFF MALAYSIA,+

+iN THE EVENT, MALAYSIA DID KROT ONLY GET OVER ITS
DIFFICULTIES, BUT EMERGED STRONGER, MORE UNITED AND MORE
PROSPERCUS THAN EVER BEFORE,+ ME DECLARED. L

t THE PRIME Mi{N{STER TR&CEﬂ THME YEARS FOLLOWING THE I NCIDENT

WHICH, WE SAID, SAW MALAYSiA OCCASIONALLY FALLING ViCTIM TO THE
WIiLD IMAGINATIONS AND SENSATION~MINDEDNESS OF SCME
{RRESPONSIBLE JOURNALISTS, SOME OF WHOM HAD NOT EVEN
VISITED THE COUNTRY, ‘

+LATELY, AS A RESULY OF OUR LEGITIMATE ATTEMPTS TO GAIN CONTROL
OF OUR OWN RESOQURCES, WE HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO VARIOQUS REPORTS
CALCULATED TO FRIGHTEN AWAY FOREIGN INVESTERS FROM QUR
COUNTRY ,+ HE SAID, : - -

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO SINGLED OUYT THE RECENT INCIDENT IN
WHICH A CHILDREN’S ENCYCLOPEDIA PUBLISHED ABROAD PORTRAYED
MALAYSIANS AS LIVING ON TREE-TOPS TO ESCAPESWILD ANIMALS,

HE TOLD THE DELEGATES: +FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE JUST
ARRIVED IN THIS COUNTRY YOU MAY NOTICE THAT MALAYSIA IS NOT
BY ANY MEANS THE MOST MODERN COUNTRY,+ =~ BERNAMA MORE e
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+WITHIN THE CAPITAL, KUALA LUMPUR, AND IN THE RURAL AREAS,
THERE ARE PEOPLE LiVING IN DILAPIDATED HUTS. NEVERTHELESS,
{ AM SURE YOU WOULD HAVE NOTICED THAT WE DO NOT LIVE ON
TREES. +
RECOGNISING THE FACT THAT OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE
THIRD WORLD M{GHT HAVE COME ACROSS SIMILAR EXPERIENCES,
DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE SOLUTION TO THE
PROBLEM LAY TO & GREAT EXTENT WITH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
THEMSELVES,
HE SAID THEY SHOULD NO LONGER A4LLOW OTHERS TO MONOPOLISE
INFORMATION ABOUT THEMSBELVES BUT INSTEAD EXPAND THEIR
.EFFORTS AT INFORMING THE WORLD WHAT WAS THE TRUTH ABOUT
THEMSELVES AND WHAT WAS FICTION,
+ASIANS SHOULD NOT FALL INTO THE PATTERN OF SENSATIgMgL
i
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AND UNMITIGATED EMBELL!ISHMERT OF THE TRUTH THAT CHARACTE

THE WESTERN PRESS,+ HE STQEQSuD
iN THIS CONNECT&OV THE PRIME MINISTER WELCOMED THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF THME AGLAN NEWS NETWORK (AMN) BY THE NWEWS
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HE S&§D SUCH &N ARRANGEMENT WOULD NOT ONLY KELP CORRECT THE
CURRENT IMBALARCED PATYERN OF MEWS FLOW BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING
AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES BUT ALS0 THE FIRSYT STEFS TOWARDS
THE SETTING=UP OF THE NEW WORLD INFORMATION AND COMMUN| -

CATION ORDER.

+1T IS MY HOPE THAT THE TIME WOULD NOT BE 700 LONG FOR US TO
SEE ASIA’'S IMAGE BEING PAINTED BY ASIANS THEMSELVES RATHER
THAN B¢ OQUTSIDERS WHO ARE NEITHER SENSITIVE TO OUR NEEDS
AND ASPIRATIONS KOR SYMPATHETIC-TD QUR CAUSE,

+4 JUST AND FQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF (NFORMATION WITHIN -

THE REGION AND CUTSIDE 7 WOULD INEVITABLY MELP PROMOTE REG'ONAL
UNDERSTANDING AND iN THE LONG RUN ENHANCE FURTHRER THE CO-~
OPERATIVE EFFORTS AMOMG THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION,+

HE SAID., == BEANAMA 4455/41
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