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E KUAL4 LUMPUR, NOV. 3 ‘% RNAMA) -- 
MoHAM4D>DECLARED TODAY THAT MALAYSIA hIx- 

DATU# SERl DR._ Pl ‘; 
N-O7--BE COWED -, 

BY-TFlR-EATS FROM INTERNATIONAL ME?14 ORGANIIATIONS IN THE . 
NAME OF PRESS FREEDOM. 

HE S4lD ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY. HAD +SEWERAL BRUSHES WITH SUCH 
ORGANISATIONS BEFORE AND HAVE BEEN BADLY BRUISD’, IN THE 
NAME OF PRESS FREDOM ITSELF WE CANNOT BE COWED BY 
TWREtrTS TO OUR COUN‘Tfh’S dGE.+~ 

THE PRIME MONI’STER MADE THESE REMARKS WHEN HE OPENED THE 
5TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ORGPNISATION OF ASiAN NEWS 
AGENCI Es (OANA) HERE. 

THE FOUR-DAY ASSEMBLY HOSTED BY BERNAMA IS BEING ATTENDED BY 
MORE THAN 917 NEWS AGENCIES iNCLUDlNG THOSE FROM THE WOM- 
04N4 P4CIFlC MEMBER COUNTRIES. 

EARLIER, THE PRlME MINISTER RELATED A LATEST INCIDENT GENERATED 
PFI’ESUMABLY BY AN 4RTtCLE HE WROTE RECENTLY ON THE FREEDOM 
OF THE PRESS. 

HE S4ID TH4T FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THE ARTlCLE BY LOCAL 
NEWSP4PERS, HE RECEIVED A TELEGRAM-FROM THE INTERNATIO,NAL - 
PRESS INSTITUTE THREE DAYS AGO WHICH CARRIED AN IMPLIED 
THGEAT TO THE iMAGE OF THE COUNTRY. -- BERNIMA MORE 
j$i74/A). r- 
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: tYET THE SAME TELEGRAM POINTED OUT THAT THE UN MEMBERS HAD 
ACCEPTED HUMAN RPGHTS TO INCLUDE +FREEDOM . ..w TO IMP4RT 
IDEAS OF 4i.L KINDS l .” + HE SAID.. 

DATUK SERl DR. MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT WHO 
TO IMPART HIS IDEAS THRGUGH THE MEDIA, AN EX i 

HE DID WAS MERELY 
RCISE OF ONE OF THE 

HUMAH RIGHTS TO WHICH HE WAS AS ENTITLED AS ANYONE ELSE. 
+I T I S STR4NGE THAT AN I NSTlTUTE THAT I S SUPPOSED TO 

PROTECT MY RIGHT SHOULD SEEK TO DENY IT.+ 
’ +YET WHEN DELIBERATE MISREPORTING AND AGITATIONS ARE 

CARRIED OUT THROUGH THE PRESS, NO COMMENT IS HEARD,+ HE 
ADDED. 

. 



THF PR’IME MINISTER REITER4TED THAT BEING-4 DEVELOPING COUNTRY, 
MALAYSIA WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH THE FREQUENT INCIDENTS 
OF MISREPORTING DELIBERATE OR OTHERWISE, ABOUT ITS 
AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN PRESS, ESPECIALLY THE WESTERN PRESS. 

HE RECALLED THAT M4L4YSl4 HAD ITS FIRST FEW BITTER 
DOSES OF UNCILLED-FOR PUBLICITY SHORTLY 4FTER THE MAY 13, 
1"6(1 RACIAL RIOTS IN WHICH FOREIGN READERS WERE REGALED 
WITH DISTORTED VIEWS ON THE EVENTS HAPPENING THEN. -- 
BERNAFA MORE 14W+ll 
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+INDEED DIRE PREDICTIONS WERE MADE WHlCH lMPLlFD %iAi THE 
WQRLD COULD WRITE OFF MALAYSI4.+ 

+frd THE EVENT, MAL4YSIA DID NOT ONLY GET OVER ITS 
DI~FFICULTIES, BUT EMERGED STRONGER, MORE UNITED 4ND MORE ” 
PIjOSpSROUS ?-HhN EVER BEFORE + HE !3ECL4REC. 

~1 THE PRIME lvrE N D STER TRACE& THE YEARS FOLLOdl NG THE i NC0 DENT- 
WHICH, HE SAID, SAL/ MAL4YSlA OCCASYON4LLY FALLING ViCY’IIM TO THE 
wi L.D IMAG I NATI ONS AND SENSATl ON-M I NDEDNESS Of SCWE 
IRRESPONSIBLE JOURNILISTS, SOME OF WHOM HAD NOT EVEN 
VI S! TED THE COUNTRY. 

+LATELY, AS A RESULT OF OUR LEGITIMATE ATTEMPTS TO GAIN CONTROL 
QF OUR OWN RESOURCES, WE HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO VARIOUS REPORTS 
CALCULATED TO FRlGHTEN AWAY FOREIGN fNVESTERS FROM OUR 
COUNTRY,+ HE SAID. 

TIJ,E PRIME irlNlSTER ALSO SINGLED OUT THE RECENT INCIDENT IN 
WHICH A CHILDREN’S ENCYCLOPEDIA PUBLISHED ABROAD PORTR4YED 
MALAYSiANS AS LIVING ON TREE-TOPS TO ESCAPE*WILD ANIMALS. 

HE YOLD THE DELEGATESo +FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE JUST 
ARRIVED IN THIS COUNTRY Y,OlJ MAY NOTICE TH4T MALAYSIA dS NOT 
By,AbjY MEANS THE MOST MODERN COUNTRY.+ -- BERNaM MORE 

. 
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+‘dlTHl N YHE CAPITAL, KUALAl LUMPUR, AND E H THE RUR4L AREAS, 
THERE ARE PEOPLE LiVlNG IN DtL4PlDATED HUTS.NEVERTHELESS, 
! AM SURE YOU WOULD HAVE NOTICED THA,T W.E D0,NOT LSVE ON 
TREES. + 

RECOGNlSlNG THE FACT THAT OTHER DEVEQOPjNG COUNTRIES lN THE 
THIRD WORLD MIGHT HAVE COME ACROSS SIfllLAR,EXPERIENCES, 
D4TlJK SERI DR. MhH4THER S4lD TH4T THE SOl..UTBON TO THE 
PROBLEM LAY TO A GREAY EXTENT WBTH TpIE OEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
THEMSELVES. 

HE 54 ID THEY SHOULD NO LONGER ALL&if OTHERS TO MONOPOLl SE 
INFORMATlON ABOUT THEMSELVES BUT INSTEAD EXPBND 7HElR 
EFFORTS AT iNFORMING THE WORLD WHbT W4S THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THEMSELVES AND WHAT WAS FYCTION, 

+ASI ANS SHOULD NOT FALL I NT0 THE ParTERN OF SENSATIONAL1 SM 
AMD UNMITIGATED Et~2ELLISWMENT OF fHE TRUTH THAT CHARICTERISE 
THE WESTERN PRESS,+ HE STRESSED, 

IN YHIS CONNECTBON, T!dE PF?iME MINISTER WELCOMED THE PROPOSED 
ESTABLlSHMENT (IF VME ASIAN NEWS tiYETWORK (ANN) BY THE NEWS 
AGENCIES OF ASIA AND THE PAC!T=BC Nah~IONS. -- BERNAMA MORE 
1453/A II 

HE SAID SUCH AN hR!?ANGEMENT ‘AOULD NOT ONLY HELP CORRECT THE 
CURREN1” I PiBALANCED’ PATTERN OF NEWS FLOW BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING 
AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES BUT ALSO THE Ft RST STEPS TOWBRDS 
THE SETti NG-UP OF THE NEW WORLD 1 NFORMATION AND COMMUNI- 
CAT\ OH ORDER. 

+I -I- 1 S MY HOPE -t-HAT THE i-If% WOULD NOT BE TOO LONG FOR US TO 
SEE ASIA’S IMAGE BElNG PAtNVED @Y ASIANS THCMSELVES RATHER 
THAN N’t OUTSIDERS WHO ARE NEITHER SENSITIVE TO OUR NEEDS 
AND AsPI RAT\ ONS ‘;\sOR SYM2ATWETLC.??O OUR CAUSE. 

+4 JUST AND EQ13BTABL.E D!STRlBUYION OF BtdFORMAT1ON WITIiIN 
TNE REDO ON AND OUTSt DE P T WGULD D %EVB,T4BLY HELP PROMOTE REGIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND 1N THE LONG RUN ENHANCE FURTHER THE CO- 
OPERATIVE EFFC)!=S AMONG THE COUNTR I ES OF VHE REGION,+ 
HE S4’,D. -- BEriIqAMA 1455jA i 
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