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’ KUAL4 LUMPUR, NOV. 
THE F1FT.H OAN4 GENERAL 

AS1 AN JOURNALlSTS ATTEP1DiIi'G 
HERE HAVE GIVEN WHOLEHEARTED 

SUPPORT AND EXPRESSED AGREEMENT TO(_DnATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR 
MOHAM4D’S CQlTlClSiJl ON MISREPRESENTdTIONS OF THE COUNTRv7mS 
AF%-t+%+Y WESTERN MEDI A. 

THEY SAfil IT WAS +A TIMELY RETORT+ AND HOPED Tii;rT II- WOULD 
CHANGE THE PRl!SENT IMBALANCED NEWS FLOW. 

A DELEGATE FRGM BANGLADESH, EEJCIK N.A.MASOOD, SAGD: +biE 
MUST NOT ALLOW C)UPSELVES TO BE +PATTERNED+ BY THESE AGENCY ES 
TO SUIT THEI R OWN PURPOSE, AS THEY MUST CHANGE THEI R ATTITUDE+. 

FNC! K MASOOC, WHO IS THE dOlNT SECRETARY OF THE BANGLADESH 
INFORMATION hND DRO4DCASl”ING MINISTRY, SAID THE FREQUENT INCIDENTS 
OF DELIBEAATF MiSREPORTlNG WOULD SERVE AS +OBSTACLES+ TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEVELOPING AND UNDER- 
DFVELOPET! COCJNTR I E ‘J. 

HE RELIEVED THAT WITH THE ADDITION OF NINE OTHER COUNTRIES INTO 
OANA THERE WOULD BE 4 BETTER CHANCE TO,OfFSET THE CRITI- 
CISM.6 AND MISCONCEPTIONS OF THE WESTERN MEDIA.--BERNAMA MORE 
1 c, :’ ‘, / A Ii 
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+OANA SHOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE CARE OF THESE MATTERS 
THPSE PQOBLEMS THAT IT MAY ENCOUNTER. EXPANDING OANA is 

AND 

A CONCRETE LINE OF ACTION,+ HE S4lD. 
eWE MUST BE SERIOUS IN EVALUATING THE REPORTS RECEIVED FROM 

THESE AGENCIES AND TO DO THIS THERE MUST BE EFFECTIVE COOPERATION 
AMONG MEMBER COUNTR I ES. + 

THE 9ANGLADESH DELEGATE ALSO CALLED FOR MORE EXTENSIVE 
COVERAGE OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS BETWEEN 
COUNTRIES WITHIN THE ASEAN REGION AND OTHER ASIAN NATIONS: 

A WOMAN DELEGATE SAID THE CRITICISM REFLECTED THE 
cURGENCY TO REMEDY THE DI STORTION AND Ml SREPORTI NG THAT EXI S-I-S 
IN THF WESTERN MED14.+ 

SHE ADDED; +THERE-IS A NEED TO.DISkIPLINE OUR APPROACH ANfi 
TREND OF WRIT1 NG FOR THE AGENCIES, AND IN RETROSPECT, 0 
BELIEVE THAT THESE REM4RKS ARE VERY TIMELY AND HAVE 
GIVEN MOST OF THE AGENCY JOURNILSTS AN INSIGHT INTO THE THRERT 
POSED BY THE WESTERN AGRENCIES.+--BERNAMA MORE 1929/AH 
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C\NOTWER DELEGATE, IN WELCOMING THE REMARKS, SAiD THERE WAS 
NOW A NEED TO +RETAIN OUR OWN INTEGRITY AND SOVEREIGNITY+ 1N 
THE bJAKE OF THE Ml SREPRESENTATIONS BY THE AGENC I ES. 

ANTARA DELEGATE CIK MARlANY SULEIMAN SAID BIASED AND SLANTED 
REPORT\NG OF NEWS BY WESTERN AGENCIES WERE +INCIDENTS+ WHICH VERY 
COUNTRY SHOULD BE WARY Of. 

SIiE SAlD THERE WEREMANY PROSPECTS OPENED TO OANA NOW 
THAT IT HAD EXPANDED AND INCREASED ITS MEMBERSHIP. 

CIX MARIANY SAlDc +IN VIEW OF THESE CHALLENGES, 
OANA MEMBER COUNTRIES ‘4OULD BE ABLE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 
POSITION IN THE REGION, AS REGARD THE NEWS EXCHANGEM APART FRO!“1 

SERVING AS tGATEKEEPERS+ OF NEWS.+--BERNAMA ?332/AH 
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