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KUALA LUMPUR, NOV. 13 (IjERNAMA) -i/DATUl( $gRI DR. P9AHATHIR HOHAMAD 1 

MB EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE MILLI~~~~-P~R-I-NATAC-PRO(;~ECT - 
NOW BElNQ CARRIED OUT IN THE COUNTRY COULD LEAD TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST Pl3?IMAPAL, CEMTRE IN THE COUNTRY, TO 
BE FOLLOWED BY MORE SUCH CENTRES IN L4TER. YEARS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER WHO WAS O’PENING THE CONFEREkZ 
ON +f’ERSPECTIVES IN PkRl’NATAl, MEDICINE+ AND LAUNCHING THE 
PERlNATAL PROJECT HERE TODAY CALLED ON HEALTH PLANNERS TO BE 
CONCERNED WITH THE RATHER SLbw PRQQRE%S IN THE DECLINE OFSTHE 
PERI NATAL MORTAL I TY RATE. 

HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE INFANT b?ORTALlTY RATE HAD SHOVN 
‘4~ ENCOURAQING f;f~ PER CENT DEC&iNE SINCE 19!jF;, THFRE HAD BEEN 
ONLY 4 MODEST DECLINE OF 29 F'ER CENT 1'~ THE 
PER I NATAL MORTAL 17-Y RATE. 

PERINATAL DEATH REFERS TO THE DE,$T)Q (3% E&I;1 ES EORW AFTER 
SEVEN MONTHS WITHIN ONE WEEK AFTER gEJVER’( fi&I’Y’ER~ ~liCkUDING STILL 
BORN BAB I ES. -- BERNAM MORE: 12f5/MK 
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DAYU# SERI M4HAY’Wl R SAID ME4LTH CIRE PROVIDERI AND 
PLAWMER$ IN THEIR .RESPECTIVE ROLES OUGHT TO BE CONCERNED b!‘r,iH 
THIS DISCREPANCY. 

THE PERINATAL PROJECT, TO STUDY THE RATHER SLOW IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE CERIN4TAL PERFORMANCE IN THE COUNTRY, SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
SUQQEST MEASURES FOR IMPROVING THE PERINATAL PERFORMANCE lM THE 
NEAR FUTUR& HE SAID. 

HE EAID fHE PERINATAL PERFORMANCE WlS NOW d?iSIDERED 10 
DE A VERY IMPORT4NT PHASE OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT BEC4USE. WHIT 
HLPPENED DURING THIS PH4SE M9GHT AFFECT THE Q’J4LITY 
OF LIFE LATER. 

Ml9HAPS WHICH OCCURRED DURING YHE PERINITAL PERIOD WERE 
IMPLICATED NOT ONLY IN NEONATAL AND INFANT DEATHS BUT THE 
8URVlVORS OF THESE MISHAPS COULD END UP WITH VARlbUS TYPES 
OF MENTAL, AND PHYGIC~L HANDICAPS, - BERNIMA WORE 1226/M# 
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DATIJK SERD DR. MAHA’BHIR SAID PRfZDICTION OF MISHAPS AND PROPER 
INTERVENTION COULD CONCEIVABLE ENABLE THE PRACTI SONG SPECl4L t STS . 
TO REDUCE THE D1SABILtYiES ARISING DURING THIS CRUCIAL PERIOD 
OF HUM4N DEVfLOPMENT, 

HE SAID TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT HAD BEEN RAPID OVER THE LAST 
FEW DECADES ENABLING THE PRESENT’DAY SPECIALIST TO DOCTOR THE 
MOTHER AS WkLL AS THE BABY WHILE STILL IN THE WOME. 

DATUK,FSERB DR. MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THAT SPECIAL UNITS N ED TO 
BE DEVELOPER TO FACILITATE AN ORGANISED APPROACH IN THE: MANAGEMENT .“z 
OF YHOSE BABI ES WHO 
WITH PROBLEMS NEEDIN GD 

HE ,HOPED PH4T THE 
WOULD YLKE THE LEAD 
WEEDED SPEC!~LLY -t-HA 
BERNAMA MORE ‘5.71 n/ D 18 

&SPITE PREVENTIVE MEiSUiES WOULD STILL BE BORN ‘.‘:’ 
URGENT ATTENTION. 
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THE LOCAL. UNIVERSITIES 1.:’ FACULTlES OF MEDICINE IN 

N THE SETTO NG UP OF SUCH 
NED MEDICAL AND PARA-MED 

CENTRES WH f CH 
ICAL MAN POWER.-- 


	Mahathir - Perinatal (Bernama 13/01/1981)

