PM (¢

By ARIFFIN OMAR
KOTA KINABALU,

Mon. — Datuk Seri Dr -

Mahathir today re-
minded ¢ivil servants
not to be personal]y in-
volved in business

venturcs, saying there

was a danger that

such an involvement:

- might lead to a con-

" flict of interests he-
tween their role ‘as

c .

government servants

and thcir business in-

terest.

.This would affcct the
smooth running of the
Government’s adminis-
trative machinery, the
Prime Minister added.

Spcaking at the open-
ing of the $6 million
Wisma Khidmat owned
by the Civil Service Con-
sumer Co-operative Soci-
ety here, he said the Gov-
ernment had formulated

several new procedures
aimed at curbing civil
servants from getting
directly involved in busi-
ness ventures.

He said although these
measures had been well
reccived by the majority
of government servants,

there were some who had’

yet to comply with them.

However, he said, civil
servanis could still in-
vest in business ventures
as shareholders.

- Efficiency

NST

Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir added that
these measures were nec-
essary to ensure the con-
tinued rapid develop-
ment and efficiency ia
the civil service.

He said Malaysia had
achieved tremendous de-

velopment since inde- -

pendence and the people
had enjoyed the bencfits.
* “Without this efficient
administration,

Malaysians would not '

have becn able to enjoy
their present standard of
living,” he said.

The Prime Minister
said civil servants were
also encouraged ta

participate in co-opera- |

tive movement.

He praised the Civil
Service Consumer Co-op-
erative Society for its
success and for its efforts
in bringing benefits to its
members through vari-
ous business ventures.

He also cncouraged
them to invest in other
States as was beingidone,
by a Sabah public corpo-

ratjon. .
Dedication

Karlicr, State Secre-
tary Datuk Abdul Hamid

Egoh, who is-also the.

chairman of the co-oper-
ative, thanked the State

Government for promot- !
ing the welfare of public’

service officers in co-op-

crative ventures by pro-°

viding financial support,
Hce said the co-opera-
tive had startgd off in a

* very limited way in 1974

. with a mini supermarket

but had "gradua\lly

" mony,

{

b2
emmder from

g.cvil
- servants...

progressed to own one of

the most modern supcr-
markets in Sabah.
Datuk Hamid de-
scribed the members of
the Sabah civil service as
very fortunate because
apart from the financial
assistance for building
the supermarket, the

State Government had.

also allocated 10,000
acres of land for its cocoa
project.

Datuk Hamid said that’

civil service.officers
should make use of all the
contributions of the Gov-
crnment as an incentive
for achieving a 'higher
standard of performance
and for carrying out their
duties with a sense of
honesty and dedication.

Earlier, the Prime
Minister was givem a big
welcome by thousands of
people who converged on
the airport at noon today
on his arrival here.

The airport was a riot
of colour as people in dif-
ferent attire and head-
gears thronged the apron

" to catch a glimpse of Da-

tuk Seri Dr Mahathir and
Dr Siti Hasmah.

It is Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir’s first official
visit here since becoming
Prime Minister.

As they alighted from
the special F-28 jet, the
first to greet them were
the Chief Minister Datuk
Harris Salleh and Datin
Rupiah who escorted
them to a special daijs. -

The Prime Minister
took the salute and in-
spected a guard of hon-
our mounted by 55 of-
ficers and men of the 1st
Battalion, Royal Malay
Regiment, under the
command of Capt. Yasan
Wabhid.

After the airport cere-
Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir paid a courtesy
call on the Yang di-Per-
tua Negeri, Tun Haji

Mpvhamed Adnan Robert.
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