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KUALA LUMPUR,
Mon. — Malaysian
professionals arc con-
servative hecause
they arc still very
much influenced by
the British way of
doing things, spokes-
man for the Master
Builders Associatlion
said today.

He said the British
way of thinking, which he
said was a conscrvalive
onc, had made our pro-
fessionals reluctant to
- iry new mcthods.

He was commenting
on a statement by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri_Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad who
said Malaysian pro-
fessionals were ‘‘con-
servative, orthodox and
reluctant te accept new
methods.”

The spokesman said
‘Malaysian proicssionals
such as engincers and
architects were mostly
trained in Brilain or the
Commonwealth coun-
trics.

“Other professionals
trained in countries such
as Japan are just not rec-
ognisced in Malaysia.

“Mecthods which arc
more advanced are just
not accepted because

“They are
reluctant
to try
new
methods’

they arc not British.

“We are too Llightly
wrapped up in the coloni-
al past.” he added.

He also said the con-
tractors could only do
those things which thesc
professionals had speci-
fied.

He felt that to chan“c
this conservative trcnd
the government had to
take the fipst step.

“The public will {ollow
what the government
says."”

And what do these pro-
fessionals have Lo say for
themsclves?

A housing developer
Mr. David Chua said that
the question of adopting
new methods was a dif-
ficult one. N

He said-there were
many local constraints
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when it came to the bu1ld-
ing industry but

Malaysia had donc quite -

well.
‘In the last five years,

he felt that there had .
been a large number of .

buildings built in Kuala

Lumpur and an improve- .

ment of construclion
techniques.

The president of the
Architects’ Association of
Malaysia Mr. Tan Eng

Keong said that the build- -

ing industry was a com-

plex one where the work
of the various compo-
nents must be joined to-
gether.

“It is easy for m@1o sit
in my air-conditioned
room and come up with
fantastic designs of
buildings.

“Once it leaves the
room, it becomes some-
thing which needs to be
translated into reality by
the contractors and other
workers.”

Mr. Tan said that for a
project to be finished as
fast as the Dayabumi
project, all the compo-
nents in the building in-
dustry must work togeth-
er.

He said archilects did-

not want to hold the coun-

. try back but “fantastic

designs look good on the
rawing board but it isno

- use if the coniractors

cannot build it.”
“If they arc up to it,

. then we are up to it as

well."”

The office bearers of
the Institution of Engi-
neers could not be
reached for comment.
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