
THE GOVERNMSNT’WILL NOT REVIVE THE 
ISLAND 48 THE STATE IS NOW ENJOylNG -A 

MUCH HlGHER INCOME%RITE THAN.,OTHER STATES, P.RlME MINISTER.@TUH 
SERI DR MAHITHIR MOHAMAQ S4'1D TODAY, ." 

-HE SAID IT WOUL,D.“NOT BE FAIR TO ONLY EXEMPT PEN4NG .FROM\ TAXEgSAS 
OTHCR STATES WERE E5,PER CENT’BEHIND IN TERMS OF. INCOME-RATE, 

SPEAKING At 4 PRESS,CONFERENCE, AT THE END OF HIS ,OFFICIAL VISIT 
HERE, DATUK SERI .DR.MIHATHIR, SAID L~BUAN IN SABAH. w4.S GRANTED THE 
FREE PORT STATUS BECAUSE I.TS VOLUME OF BUSINESS WAS MUCH SMALLER 
COMPARED TO THAT OF PEHANG, 

HE WAS HOWEVER CONF.lDENT THAT PEN4NG’S POSI”TION 4S.A MAIN 
TOURI ST C~NTRE IN ~HE.#~OUNT#Y WOULD CONT~ NUE TO BE STRENGTHENED 
FOLLOWI NCs THE GOVERNMENT’SjMOVE l,N ABOLI SHI NO TAXES ON POPULAR, 
TOURIST ITEMS. 

HE HOPED SALES ON ITEMS ,SUCH .iiS ClMERiS AND PERFUMES. WOULD 
;;;;+;;E TO INCREASE NOT OWLY IN THE STATE BUT ALSO THROUGHOUT THE 
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- T4X 2 PENANG 

DATUK SERI DR MAH4THlR 4LS0 HOPED THiT C4MER4 AND PERFUME 
DE4LERS IN THE STATE WOULD SELL THE ITEMS ,MUCH CHEAPER THAN 
THE PRICES IN HONG KONG AND SINGBPORE. 

THIS COULD BE DONE AS’ THE OVERHEAD,CHARGES 14 THE STATE 
WERE MUCH LOWER THAN IN THQSE COUNTRIES, HE SAID, 

THE PRIME MINISTER 4DDED THIT BY SELLING THE ITEMS 
CHEAPLY MORE TOURISTS WOULD BE ATTRACTED TO VISIT PENANG= 

ON DEVELOPMENT DATUI( $ERl DR MAH4THIR EXPRESSED 
84TISFACTION WITH fHE PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE STATE. 

HE 94lb THE PROPGSED BRIDGE CONHECTINQ THE lSL4ND 
AND THE.MAI.NLAND WOULD BENEFIT THE PEOPLE IN THE. STATE SUCH- - 
AS BETTER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES. -BERNIMA MORE 1735/MD 
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DATUK SERl DR M4H4THlR S4ID WITH THE COMLETION’OF THE PROJECT - 
PENANG ISLAND WOULD BE BROUGHT +CLOSER+ TO THE M4lNL4ND 4ND 
HINTED TH,4T BY THEN THE STATE, WOULD NEED TO ASSUME 4 M0R.E 
StJI TABLE N.AME, 

ON POLITICS, THE PRIME M’INISTER WHO IS ALSO THE CH4lRMAN qF 
B4RISIN NASIOWAL $AlD’DIFFERENCES OF OPlNl,ON ..bMOPG. 
COMPONENT PhRTlEi WERE SOMETIHING NORMAL. 

HOWEVER, IN THE QUESTION OF SELECTING C4NDlDiTES FOR’ 
ELECTIONS DECISIONS 4RRlV D AT MUST BEe,ACCETABLE TO ALL 
PART1 ES IfI THE B4RlSAN NAS ON4L c HE SAID 

+I HPE NO PARTY IN THE BARh34N NA&NAL WILL PUT UP 
4 CANDIDATE AGAINST THAT OF THE BARIS4N NASIONAL lM:ANY 
CONSTITUENCY+, HE Sjl D. --BERNAMA ‘MORE 1738/MD 
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DATUK SERl DR MAHATHlR EMIMDED THE PEOPLE IN THE STITE THAT 
THEIR FUTURE WOULD BE BLEAK IF THE STATE WAS’ GOVERNED BY 
4 WEAK OOVERNMENT OR TIKEN OVER BY THE,OPPOSIITlON. 

HE S4ID THE FEDER4L GOVERNMENT WOULD F.IND DIFFWJLTY 
IN EXTENDINO ITS COQPERATION IF THG. STATE. WERE GOVERNED BY 
THE OPPOSITION. 

PRESENT AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE WEdE CHIEF MINISTER DR LiM 
CHONB EU AND MINISTER lN THE PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT DATUK 

’ 4BDULLAH BAT’IAWI. --BERN.AMA i74r)/MD _) < 
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