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. KUALA LUMPUR, NOV, 22’ (BERNAMA ) == MALAYSIA TODAY EXPRESSED
" 1T8 WILLINGNESS TO HELP STRENGTHEN AND MAKE EFFECTIVE THE
DAKWAH ACTIVITIES IN THE WORLD. :

PRIME MINISTER (DATUK SER) DB,MAHATHIR MOHAMA WHO MADE THE
$§F$35P%EQ&ED THAT THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT W FULLY COMMITTED

+1 CAN ASSURE YOU THAT IN MALAYSIA WE HAVE A LOT THAT CAN BE
PUT IN THE SERVICE OF THE DAKWAK,+ HE SAID,

HE WAS OPENING THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 15TH :
CENTURY HIJRAW HERE ATTENDED BY ABOUT 400 DELEGATES REPRESENTING
MiSSIONARY ORGANISATIONS FROM 40 COUNTRIES.,

' DATUK SER{| DR.MAHATHIR HIT OUT AT MUSLIMS WHOSE TEACHINGSSOF
1SLaM WERE DIRECTED TOWARDS OTHER OBJECTIVES,

HE SAID FOR THESE PEOPLE WRONG INTERPRETATIONS WERE OF
MINOR CONSIDERATION AS LONG AS THEY ACH!EVED THElR REAL .
OBJECTIVES. '

+THE RESULT WOULD BE TO POLLUTE THE TEACHINGS. OF ISLAM W!TH

EXTRANEOUS MATTERS OR EVEN TO RENDER MUSLIMS UNISLAMIC +
HE ADDED, --BERNAMA MORE 1?6?/AH
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DATUK SER) DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE HISTORY OF iSLAM WAS
U REPLETE WITH ACCOUNTS OF HOW DEVIATIONIST SECTS WERE .
FORMED AND HOW ASSASINATIONS BECAME A WEAPON FOR A FEW
THES u(.«!u. :
o THE ?°L%N3F WORLD TODAY, HE ADDED, WAS AGAIN WlTNESS!NG
M N CN\SCTS’» ‘
i Eagagingq?i ?gaEi f WE HAVE SEEN A MURDEROUS ATTEMPT MA
oM IMNOCCENT BYSTAMDERG AND PUBLIC SERVANTS BY A GROUP OF
&5 NIS -, S.uﬂ)
DEViDATSK’Szgl nnf VAMLTHIR SAID IN MANY, VILLAGES IN THE COUVTRY
MUSLIMS WERE DIVIDED 3GAtXST EACH OTHER TO THE EXTENT THAT
NOT ONLY THEY WOULD NOT oxAY t4 THE SAME MOSQUE BUT WOULD ;
iSO NOT RECOGN|SE MARRIAGES SOLEMNISED BY PEOPLE THEY DISLIKE OR
SAY FUNERAL PRAYERS OVER THE BODIES OF BROTHER MUSLIMS
WHOM THEY HAD ARBITRARILY CONDEMNED AS NON-MUSLIMS,
TAE PRIME MINISTER SAID RELIGION WAS NOT MERE
1DEOLOGY BUT IT WAS A DEEP COMM{TMENT TWAT CANNOT BE -
CRAMGED EASILY.
HE SAID ONCE AN INTERPRETATION OF THE RELIGIOUS BELIEF WAS
AICERTED, 1T WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY AMONG
¥USLIMS TO CORRECT OR CHANGE THE tNTERPRETaT!ON.‘--
_ EERNAMA MORE 1317/MD
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. DATUK”SERL-DR. MAHATHIR NCTED, THAT AMONG MUSLIMS, THE
. FOLLOWERS OF-ONEXS8ECTWOULDNOT BEADILY -ACCEPT THE PRACTICES
OF OTHER SECTS, EVEN THOUGH THEY 'MiGHT ACCEPT THE OTHER
5e¢T &S Isuami, - X S '
+0F COURSE WHEN THEY REGARD A SECT AS UNISLAMIC THEY WILL
NOT- ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE INFLUENCED+, HE SAID, ,
+ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FOLLOWERS OF ‘THE SECT
CONDEMENED AS UNISLAMIC MaY CONSIDER THE CONDEMNATION AS -
WRONG AND THAT THEIR OWN. INTERPRETATION OF ISRAM IS THE
RIGHT INTERPRETATION+, . . o
ME SAIDs +CONSEQUENTLY, THEY WOULD ADHERE TO THEIR WRONG
INTERPRETATION COME _WHAT MAY, TO THESE PEOPLE, THEY -ARE
THE ONES WITH THE}BUGHT;INTERPRETATION AND THEY WOULD
THAEREFORE CLING TO AT -WITH TENAOITY+, o i
DATUK SER!. DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT ONCE A WRONG
INTERPRETATION WAS ACCEPTED, |7 WAS DIFFICULT OR ALMOST

IMPOSSIBLE TO CORRECT 7.
' THiS WAS SO BECAUSE RELIGION WAS LARGELY A MATTER OF

FAITH. MOST OF WHICH WAS UNQUESTIONING, HE ADDED.
--BERRAMA MORE 1327/MD
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DATUK SER) DR, MAKATHIR SAID THE INJUNCTIONS OF THi
WOULD BE FULFILLED IF THE CORRECT STED TEaeH) HegQURAN
W ‘S§Q$E$§§E PFOPAGTo0: ORRECT AND ACCESTED TEACHINGS
ER, TO SPRE&D THE WRONG _ '
oY BE INTERERETED i Dakan, e |NTERPRETATION OF 1SL4M WOULD
*1T IS INDEED THE a#d”}THES!IS OF DAKWAM -
ggmgg?zgvsgggngastgékixa 1% 1TS DUTY (F ??Dw:smggLéﬁawn
' TuilTLY CUUOERMIN \ ’
MUSL£§§+§p?§ES;RESSED. ! JEIMINING THE FAITH OF THE
__THE PR INISTER &4L8O HIT OUY AT THE WESTERN CON
THE RIGHYS OF §NDIVIDUALS WHICH, KE 4D RESULTep T ToSOF
S Tﬁgﬁ?ESTRUCT;ON OF MOR&Lﬁééiﬁggc SAID, HAD RESULTED .
. THIS HAD BEEN MANIFESTATED FOR £ AMPL
PHENOMENON OF STREAKERS WHG RUN NAKED §§éL:g ngA
| DEMGNSsgﬁgAO?SO$HEH5 FREEDOM OF THE inDIViDual,
= ALUE PLACED ON INDiVIDUAL F HAT
{ggTzszlggngewggAgggé ggANDdL!SED BY SuCH B%H§¢$ggg ZQST
THE EPORT THIS IT WiTH GLEE
ADDED. -~BERNAMA MORE 1334/MD 9 EVERT WITH GLEEs, HE
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| ME SA)JD OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS
WERE THE +WEARING OF =TROC!OUS CLOTHINGS, PAINTING OF
FACES, DRUG TAKING AND URGIES+. .-
_Dafuk SERI DR. MAHAT:IR : AMENTED THAT THE COMMUNITY HAD
FALLED YO PREVENT WHAY WAS ORCE REGARDED EVEN BY WESTERN
CULTURES AS DEPRAVITY, v o e
Lc JEVERYONE IT SEEMS SHOULD SE ALLOWED TO DG HIS OWN THiNGG-+,
e - ‘ o R TI A . .
: HE STRESSED THAT 1SLAM DID NCT SUBSCRIBE TO SUCH INDIVIDU
FREEDOM AS THERE WERE CODES OF BEHAYVIOUR WHICH MUST BE a
ADHERED TO IK THE ISLAMIC COMMUNITY, N : '
HE S41D. SIMILARLY IN THE TEACAInG GR PROPAGATION OF
ISLAM ~THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY HAD & DUTY TO ENSURE THAT
INDIVIDUALISTIC AND PERVERTED TEACHINGS DAMAGING TO
iSLAM WERE NOT ALLOWED TO GO UNCHECKED, -~BERNAMA 1350/MD
- M ’ \
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