KUAXA LUMPUR, Sat. — Datnk

is stu-

dying the possibility of reducing
the salaries and allowances of Min-
isters, Deputy Ministers and Par-

- liamentary Secretaries.

. The Prime Minister, who announced this
here today, said he was studying this mat-
ter with his deputy, Datuk Musa Hitam. An

announcement would be made shortly. -
Speaking at the opening of the Malaysian

Technical Services

Union: biennial con-

ference, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir s'aid there
was a similar move previously.

. He did not elaborate. . '

The salary of the

Prime Minister now is.

$8,500, Deputy Prime
Minister, $7,550, & Min-

ister, $6,500, Deputy Min- .
ister, $5,000 and Parlia- .
.mentary Secretary,
+$3500.
. -.Their salaries and al-

-lowances were increased
last year.
In a lighter vein, he

-gaid: “To me, the Prime
LY I B Py 1ot ' nf

vate n

: pay..I get all things free,
“even my tea here is free.
.and after this I will be
~attending a dinner which
sagain Is free. 1
. .“So what's the use of’
-the pay.”’ . .
The Prime Minister's
announcement on the.
-possible pay cut came af-:
ter he had called on un--
ions in the country to con- -
,sider carefully the effec?
of their demands for in-
creases in their salaries

o = N - .‘ T
Industries
.-However, he said, the:
workers in this countny;

. should bear in mind that :

their salaries would ih-
crease now that there:
was a labour shortage.

He foresees that with |
the demand for labour-
far outstripping supply, -
salaries would go up.

He said the Govern- -
ment would have to
match the pay increases
of the private sector for it
too had to compete in the
labour market.

‘Datuk Seri' Dr
Mahathir said new in-»
dustries were springing -
up-.all over the ¢tountry

" and they needed man-

power. .
“Those willing to pay;:
higher wages,will getthes

‘labour. Those who are:

not, will not get the work-
ers they need and so will-

be forced to pay moreﬁ,"»‘ 3

he added e
He said this natural.
process was what the:

Government wanted to
see. E

“We don't want 1o,
divorce wages from the:

salaries. will"bé negated

" by the increase in thel

cost of living.”

He called on workers
to ensure the economic:

growth of the nation for ;.
“if you stifle it, you will :
i have to pay the price.”

He said unions must be

careful in their bid to ob- -

tain a better deal from

. the.Government or other

parties.

“Industrial peace is vi- !
" tal to ensure the rapid

evelopment of the coun-
try,” he said.

Recent measures un-

- dertaken by his adminis-

i

| tration such as clocking- .

in and checks on output of
- departments and individ-
" uals were aimed at
‘ensuring that national

- goals were achieved.

On'the demand by pub- °
e sector unjons.for in-
. creases in pay and allow-
ances, 4hé¢ Prime Min-;
ister said they con-

;-sidered a move as a de-

cision only if’ all they

© want is approved.

~“1f they don't get what "

they want or get onl
part of it, they think no
decision has been made.

economic. growth as it'™

will be of no benefit to:
anybody including the
workers. .
Inflation will occur

[
amt any Fhawncc s dn
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everythin

give,” he quipped.
D

it es to
ﬁ)m for as
we are not in a position to
do so. -
“It's not my money to

2o

atuk Seri Dr

' Mahathir also reminded

unions that the total cost
of their demands and its
effects would have to be
considered in making a

. decision.
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