. KUALA LUMPUR,
Sat. — There is no rea-
son why Malaysia
should cut off
diplomatic ties with
the Philippines.over
the Sabah issue, Datuk
Seri Dr_ Mahathir
Mohamad said today.

¢ Prime Minister said-.-

there was no basis for con-

' ‘cern over allegations by a |
Filipino Minister that re- .

bels were setting up a train-
ing camp in Sabah to

launch terrorist actions .

against the Philippines.

He said President Marcos '

had given his - assurance

that the opinion. voiced by .

Philippines Defence Min-
. ister Juan Enrile was his
personal opinion and not
that of the

"Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

done. There are indica-
; tions. that things are
' being -done and 'will be
i done.” ’ '

~Deputy Prime Min-

| ister Datuk Musa Hitam,

.| speaking at a Press con-
i ference last night in La- -
¢ buan, said Malaysia still -
: held strongly the spirit of

.1Asean and any problems

. ring to the allegation by

that arose could be .
sofved through normal :

was commenting on the callf{ 0
by Sabah Chief Minister diplomatic channels.. "

ground® to the storles
that have been ori-
ginating from there in
the past few weeks. A few
- questions need to be an-

swered,” he said, refer-

Mr - Enrile that_anti-
Marcos rebels were set-
ting up 'a training camp
in Jampiras, outside
Sandakan, to launch ter-
rorist actions before the |

hilippines Gov-: i

Datuk Harris Salleh. that
Malaysia cut off gi
ties with the Philippines if
the latter did not drop its
Sabah claim and continued
to “harass” the State with
allegations of harbouring
Muslim and anti-Marcos
rebels in its territory.

mno Supreme Coun-
cil’ meeting here, he
said the
whether”
should .cut
" diplomatic . ties with
the Philippines ‘should
not arise at all.

clain at the Asean Sum-
| - mit Meeting here in 1977.

taken since the Summit,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir:

Speaking to re-:
orters after the’

uestion of"
alaysia
of £

President Marcos had -
agreed to drop the Sabah :

., Datuk Musa *said

o1 Malaysia would not allow
:p lIomatic | any matter “to rupture .

' the spirit of Asean that
: we have nurtured for so
' long". .
Datuk Musa said

while he respected the .

views expressed by Da-
- tuk Harris “as he repre-
" sents the people of Sabah

_Sabah,"

would be an
and. -serious move that
:-'represented a govern-
" ment's ultimate choice in
© 4ts international re-
- lations." -

pressed in the Philip- |
pines.

and whatever he-says re:  ;
flects the sentiments of -
breaking
~ diplomatic relations:
“extreme ;

He reiterated that the
Government would seek
.‘clarification through?’
’ nprmal.diplomatic chan- ;
Asked whether any fol- . néls ¥egarding accusa- ‘,‘l
low-up action had been” tjons and views ex- !

1984 Philippines elec- |
tions. . ;

Arms

. * 'There has also been a
- move in the Philippines
National Assembly to re-
vive the country’s claim
on Sabah which Presi-
. dent Marcos had said his
Government would take
i steps to drop.
In the past few weeks
" too, there have been in-
creasing reports from
'the Philippines that the
East Coast of Sabah is
being used as a base for
Muslim rebels from the

‘" Moro National Liber-

ation Front to ship arms
and ammunition to their
counterparts fighting for
an. independent Muslim
nation in southern Philip-
pines. )
Datuk Musa last night l
reiterated that the
Malaysian Government {
would not be. a party to

i any hostile acts against
\‘ the Philippines, using |
i Sabah as a base. o
:;  He also. emphasised
| that the issue of the Phil-
- . |"ippines claim on Sabah

did not arise at all as
‘.Malaysia_had always:

' sald; “We are looking for-' * awere still not cer-

“ernment.
: : ward to things being y4in about the real back-

i clearly.stated. that it.did.
+ not recognise.the claim.

—



	No need to cut ties (NST 06/12/1981)

