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KUALA LUMPllR DEC I’-+ (BERNAMA j--?ETi&4S HAS 

TAKEN STEPS TO REDUCE THECst ZE OF EXPLCRATJ GN 4RE4S OFFERED ‘TO 
,’ OIL COMPANIES, 4TUK SERI DR MAHATHfR 

f+O_HAMAQ TOLD T DEW4N NEGARQ TODrti’, 
TWO AREAS OF 6,200 SQ. MILES,AN2 +37r! SQ: MILES OFF 

SARAWAK WERV OFFERED TO SUCH COk?pA;!il ES LAST YEAR, THE SARAWAK 
WEfjE OFFERED TO SK!4 COMPANIES LAST YEAR, THE PRIME 
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+ 

MINISTER SAID DIJRIMG Qr.r?STrr,N TlvE, 
REPLY I NG TO SEN. DATuK .H&J\ MOHb.i’?ED “!OR MOHAMMAG, iiE SAtD 

THE AREAS WERE SMALLER COMPARr.;:3 TO ?-HOSE OFFERED 1w 1976 
UNDER THE PRODUCTION-SH’ARiNG CONTRACT; \NCLUDiNG A% AREA OF 13, 00 
SQ. MILES OFF THE COAST OF pEN”INSUl_A.R MuLAYSt A ,CONTRACTED 
BUT TO ESSO. 

ANOTHER AREA, COVERING 17,22r’,n S!?. M,CLES OFF 
SARAWZK, WAS CONTRACTED OUT TO S4,Ri:‘ddK SHELL. 
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HE SA lb IT WOULD BE PROFITABLE .TCj REDUCE THE #SI ZE OFrOlL 
EXPLORATION AREAS OFFERED TO THE CGM?aNIES;BUT ADDED TH4T SUCH 
REDUCTION SHOULD BE WITHIN l_iM!TS TO AVOID NEGATIVE RETURNS: 
--BERNAMA FI”ORE l?ic/MD / -:_< 
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SENATE-hAHATHI R -2 KUA,L’A LUMPUR, ‘) 
: 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR’ADDED.THAT THE SMALLER THE’ AREAS WERE 
‘: REDUCED THE.LONGER WOULD BE THE PRo’=IESS OF NEfX?TlATION~WITH 

COMPANIES CONCERNED IN VI,EW OF THE B~,G ,I-NVESTMENTS INVOLVED. 
REPLY f~NG’~,TO,: SEN . DATUK. ,1 SMA \ 5;. H4SH ( MI WE SK S,D, THE: GOVERNMENT 

::;.. WAS STILL STtJDYlNG TtiEi$%iS~lBl’~.I”T~ ‘OF;~EXqLORING OIL EN THE STRAITS: +’ 
,#, ‘; r. ,,.. ,’ 
~. .’ Of MALACCA. 

HOYEVER, HE SA In ,, NO I,NTEREST‘ .ti’AD Y E?~.:R& SHOWN BY 
; ANY QUARTER TO CARRY OUT .OI L EXfJt_ORAT_l~oN THERE, ‘I 

T-0: SEN., ABDtJL RAZ4K ,HdJt ‘ABU ,SAMAi-l ,’ T,HE,, PRIME MD’NI’STER ‘SAID,, * 
PETRONAS SOLD ‘ITS KEROSENE’ AND. Dl ESE~~THRO!KY~O~~T THE CO’UMTRY,, 
THROIJGH. 21 SKID TAN,K STAT;\ ONS’ AND,'ALL‘SO D$RECTLY TO GOVERNMEFT 
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.AGENC (ES ,. F ON. COMP,fit$ I ES,__ 1; ~..a.‘.‘. __‘__ .__ :. i__ ._- - . ., 

CI”.’ “,. ‘FROM jAN’U 
‘_K, cQl_l’fffES 

~jj$>~-;~‘Ti.dT&.~ ‘OF.?28 ,660 ‘? \ ’ 
\i,~;i.fRE?.,oF, DI E$.EL 1 ., 

WER’E SOLD. .‘” ‘.‘r, .I\ ,:_, “,,/’ ,;:. 1 k. ; ” 
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THE’PRiMF: V’lNISTE&‘SA)D THAT-PEiRONAS HAD CONTROLLED ITS .; :, ] 
SELLING OF DIESEL BASE&Ofd THE LivlT ,FiXED.‘BY THE’GOVERNMENT 

‘AS Of JAN. I., 19Hf1, THAT I’S 35 GALLONS (I i,;i ,jLiTRES) ?o 
4LL.TYPES OF LORRIES, ?7’3’., V4NS ANI) c)-fhER H,EAVY ,VEHI CLES,,, ,- 
AND,, EIGHT GAL,LONS (36 LJTRES) OR %Y.‘h TC TAX.1 $ . ‘, 
4ND MOT0RCAffS’ AND, FOR. ,~ER,RY CAN PURCHA,SE’S‘, .’ 

HE SAID StJCH A RESTRICTION WAS NECESSAR? .T” ‘KEEP-N LIN ,h’ITH 
_ THE NATlONAL DEPLETION POi_ICY. 
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DATUK SERt DR. MAHATHIR SAID P&WAS Dl’D.NO~ SE&l.TS, 

TO AN.Y STATE, IN THE ,COUNTRY s .’ 

TO SEN,, D4TUK’ ISMA'I~ ‘+IASH~'M'S Sllpp~~~~~.~~HX’QUiSTiONl 
HE SAID AN OIL REFINERY bk0IJLTI Be SsEr, gp, {fq;t;lAL,ACCA ,SOON. --tERNAM! ~ 
1915/MD ,. , .' __._I : :' ;'i 
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