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DiLtyk_&d-Dr.-M;chalhir 
Mohamad said today his ad- 
&‘iii”<<ration is “looking 
East”10 countries like Japan 
and Soulh Korea because 
their development is much 
more relevant to Malaysia’s 
growing economy. 

Also, there is “a need lo 
balance our people so that 
they will have a world view 
which is really a world vlcw, 
nQt a world view which is 
slanlcd towards one particu- 
lar group of countries.” 

The Prime Minislcr, 

speaking to reporters after 
b&fing- Malaysian envoys 
gathered here, on the new 
Government’s domes& and 
foreign policies, said the prc- 
sent emphasis is “to look 
East - the Eastern coun- 
tries that we think WC can 
Learn a IO1 from, namely 
Japan and South Korea.” 

In the past, Malaysia had 
emphaslscd more towards 
the West for the training of 
her people and education: 

“For example, we have 
something llkc 40,000 slu. 
dents studying in the We+ : 

Only a few hundred tn Japan 
and none at all in Korea. 
This has given us a lopsided 
view of the world,” said Dr 
Mahalhir. ) 

The Prime Minister said 
he has asked his deputy, Da. 
tuk Musa Hllam, who left fqr 
Japan last Friday for a few 
days’ visit enroule for a holi. 
day in the United Slates, to 
bring up two matters with 
the Japanese. 

Datuk Muss, who m’et 
Premier Zenko Suzuki, was 
to raise the subject of more 
Malaysian students to be 

sent to Japan, more for on- 
the-spot training than cn- 
trance into universities. I 

The other matter is th& 
abolition of the visa require- 
men1 for travel bqtwc.cn ., .” 
Japan and Malaysia. ” ._ 

Said Dr Mahathir:’ “The 
best thing we can do is to 

ti T 

send students for direct ap- 
prenticeship Or practicti J 
training, not necessarlly*in 
Japanescs universities but 
in the industries where it is 
much easier to gain entry.” 

“There Is, of CQUmC, a lan- 
guage problem. But it is_; 
‘worthwhile faking that p&b- 

I lem because of lhc benefits 
‘, we can get.” 

He said special institu- 
tlons would have to be set up 
to teach the Japanese and 
Korean languages to stu- 
dents who arc bound for 

1 these two countries. 
On bringing the Japanese 

and Korean instructors here, 
Dr Mahalhir said that de- 
pends on the need. In fact, 
there is already a suggestion‘ 
that they shopld come here 
lo help train Malaysian 
workers. 
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