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Seri Dr

M r Mahathir
Mohamag} s meeting with
his Singapore coun-

- terpart, Mr Lee Kuan
‘x'cw tomorrow is not a

gcttmg to-know- you"
session.

The two lcaders know
cach other and have in
the past met for official

~ discussions. The last
meeting was in May

when Dr Mahathir, then -

$la o T4 oo

the Deputy Premier, at-
tended the funeral of
President Benjamin
Shcares.

With this mutual ad-
vantage, they will most
certainly get down to
brass tacks straight

away yvlul a minimum of

time-wasting pre-

liminaries. Thore & nlon-
................ ¢ & plen

ty to talk about, but'the
leaders' preoccupation
will naturally be
bilateral relations and
Ascan.

With Dr Mahathir’s vi-

sion of Malaysia becom-
ing the advanced in-
dustrialised nation in
this region, he is ex-
pected to vigorousiy
- pursue joint economic co-
operation for mutual ben-
cfit.

In his May 1980 visit to
the Republic, Dr
'I\{Iuhathir's predecessor,
lun Hussein Onn, and Mr
Lee agreed that this co-

chanld
5a0uia OC

opnoeration
cgpceration

strengthened.
Dr Mahathir and

Mahaih ang

Lee, being both very. de-
cisive men,
identify the specifie
arcas. Mr Lee has stated
that the Singapore Gov-
'ornmcnt wouid en-
courage. those industries
which are planning to re-
locate elsewhere to 50 to
Malaysia with its avail-
abic land and cther pe-
sources.

The 10-per-cent

may even

participation by Singa-
porc in Kecdah's
Langkawi Cecment is a
start.

Malaysia and Singa-
porc cnjoy good relations
but “there is room for im-
provement”, said Dr
Mahathir in a rccent in-
terview, ,adrhnﬂ' that “we

shall SU‘IVQ to fmd ways.

of further improving po-
Fiical and cconomic re-
lations between the two
countries.”

Cnce the two leaders

have decided on the arcas
to be pursued, the high-
powered Inter-Gov-
crnmental Committee
(IGC) sct up last Decem-
ber to "promotce :and
foster closer co-operation
between the two coun-
tries in all arcas” will
have a lot to do.

which
dircctly responsible to
the Primc Ministers, is a
necessary machinery to
solve problems quietly,
given the sensitivilics be-
tween the
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“It
commitment
ing the climate of re-
lations between the two
countries, by cnsuring
that minor problems do
not, in the process of bu-
reaucratic wranglings,
become intractable ones,

disregarding the larger
interests at stake,” said
Singapore Foreign Min-
ister S. Dhanabalan at
the IGC’s inaugural
meeling.

The outstanding
bilateral issucs that neced
to be ironcd out u.y the
two Premiers arc:

® MALAYSIA'S re-
quest for additional land
for its naval basc in
Woodlands which Mr Lec

is

fo improv-
p

two

underlines their’

has agreed to consider
favourably. What rec-
mains to be resolved are
the terms and conditions
of the land tenurc.

® SINGAPORE'S re-
quest for part of the land
occupicd by
Railway at Tanjung
Pagar for the East Coast
Jurong Expressway. It is
a pressing need to Singa-’
porc. The question is an
alternative site tor
Malayan nauway ’s
marshalling yard.

- @ RETURN of the
former Khatib army
camp -- now used as a
storc by Malaysia — to
Singapore. It is a legacy
from the colonial days.

© THE Johore Flight
Information Recgion
(FIR) Malaysia is seck-

a 4ay 0 m
lllb a relurn o1 a u.&]G!‘

portion which is now con-
trolled by Singapore.
This follows the improve-
ment of its civil aviation
facilitics and the develop-
ment of Senai airport.
Singapore controls all

Malavan
iviasayan

ﬂights into .the island

from the Indian Occan,
the north-cast and the
north-west. Aireraft from
west o cast Malaysia
and out of Scnai have to
get through this FIR and,
therefore, ne@d clecarance
from Singapore.

Dr Mah‘xthir has said
he would inform the Sin-
gapore Government
about the impe g
standardised tlme zone
for Pcnmsular Malaysia
and Sabah and Sarawak.

It is widcly- expected
that Singapore, for prac-
tical recasons, will follow
Peninsular' Malaysia’s

time, switch to that of
Sabah

Sa Rl

Sarauwasl
sarawadn

(half-an-hour ahcad)

which may be im-

plemented from Jan. 1.
Officials from both

an¢
and

sides of the Causeway cx- -

peet the two Prime Min-
isters, who must have
taken cach other's meas-
ure, to be businesslike
and to talk on the same

wavaloneth in thoeir disg-
waviingia in L4aeir adis

cussions for which a
whole afternoon has been
sel aside.

“Both arc tough and
rcalistic and want to get
things done quickly,”
says an official.

“This does not neccs-
mean that pro-

garily
bems will be disposed of
hurricdly. They will be

frank, with no ambiguity

about things. And {f any.

ambiguity should
cmcrgc from the talks, it
would be deliberate.”

Dedicated to their job,

tho two Prime Ministers
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are not dissimilar in cer-
tain respects in running
their administrations.

Potential

A mecdical colleaguc
says Dr Mahathir “has
always hated inefficien-

cy”. .

Both lcaders have a
strong conviction that
they arc able to find solu-
tions to.national prob-
lems. Both abhor the
wastefulness of ineffi-
ciency. .

This involves good
work ecthics and a clean
adminisiration. Corrup-
tion is a4 cancer. It crodes

efficiency

public confidence in pub-
lic services. This saps the
credibility of the Govern-
ment and the whole na-
tion, which can tarnish
the nation's international

destirovs
QeSreys

and
ang

image.
The two Premiers set |
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}iibll atailual us, Thb a3
cent of their adminis-
tr ons is on prod-
uctivity. They expect
their teams to work hard

in the scrvjce of the na-

" that

' trics do not

tion — to bring about the

maximum benefit to the
grcatcst number of pco-
pic in the quickest way
possible.

In the casece of

Malaysia, Dr Mahathir
sces great potential as
the country is blessed
with an abundance of nat-
ural and human re-
sources. His greatest
challenge is to motivate
the people — not just gov-
ernment servants to
harness thesc resources
to greater effect.
Singapore has no natu-
ral resources to spcak of

and has to.rely on ihe
‘resourcefulness of her

That is why Mr

people.
Lee has never let up in
exhorting and driving his
people to greater hexghts
of achievement for the
survival of the nation.
,In his  National Day
spccch this year, Pre-
mier Lee summed up the
bmgapore bllu&LlUll bUL-

cinctly:
*We have got nnl

little island — 600 sq. “kilo-

ong

~metres. You unwind this

and you will not drop
down on soft padi fields.
It is hard concrete and
your bones are broken.
And il's (ia‘pijt

“And you know that
Q.m:mnorr_- has nnlv one
chance and that is to go
up — tighter, morc dis-
ciplined, up the ladder.
You unwind this and it’s
curtains for everybody.”

Both leaders have said

Wostorn notions of
that yesiern neliens

liberialism and
progressiveness often do
not fit the needs of the

~economics of developing

countries.

Most advanced coun-
appreciate
the problems of dcvelop
mg nations. Certainly, in-
ternational organisations
still arrogate to them-

selves the prerogative of

telling
tions what is good for
them.

Both nations have
made it known at interna-

tional forums that this is

developing na-
ping na

- simply not on. Any in-

ternational arm- tw:stmg

will be seen as gross in-
terference.

Dr Mahathir's style —
judiciously aggressive
and decisive — sets him
apart from his predeces-

s0rs.

Says a ran mg Singa-
porc lcader of the new

Malaysian Premier: “Dr
Mahathir does not mince
his words. He tells a man
oii if he tries to be funny.
With him around nobody
can play games."

Both countrxcs have
stressed 'the 1mportancc
of emerging generations
maintaining and

o the bonds

ne o2enhds

atronotho
siréngund

between the two nations.
While the leaders wre
working on this, the peo-
ples too must pldy their
roles conscientiously.
Any remnants of pre]u-
dice must be sci aside for
healthy relations.




	A common desire to get things done quickly (NST 16/12/1981) 

