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PRIME Minister Datuk 
Scri Dr Mahathir 
Mo&m&%&~%ifh- 
his Singapore coun- 
tcrpart. Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew. tomorrow is not a 
“getting-to-know-you” 
session. 

The two lcadcrs know 
each other and have in 
Lhc past met for official 
discussions. The last 
mccling was in May 
when Dr Mahathir, then 
the Deputy Premier, at- 

tcndcd the funeral of 
Prcsidcnt Benjamin 
Shcarcs. 

With this mutual ad- 
vantage. they will most 
certainly get down to 
brass tacks straight 
away With a minimum of 
time-wasting prc- 
liminarics. Thcrc 6 plen- 
ty to talk about, but’the 
lcadcrs’ preoccupation 
will naturally ,be 
bilateral qelations and 
Ascan. 

With Dr Mahathir’s vi- 
sion of Malaysia becom- 
ing the advanced in- 
dustrialiscd nation in 
this region, hc is cx- 
pcctcd to vigorously 
pursue joint economic co- 
operation for mutual bcn- 
cfit. 

In his May 1980 visit to 
the Republic. Dr 
Mahathir’s prcdcccssor, 
Tun Hussein Onn. and, Mr 
Lee agreed that this co- 
operation should bc 
strcngthcncd. 

Dr Mahathir and M/ 
hc. being both vcr:J de- 
cisivc nlcn, mny CVCli , 
identify the sbccifir 
arcas. Mr Lcr has st+tcd 
that the Singapore Gov- 
C 1.11 m C n t w o u ; d c n _ 
cuuragc those induslrjes 
which arc planning to rc- 
locate clscwh~r(? to go to 
Ma!aysia with its &vail- 
able land and tither re- 
SO”I’CCY. 

‘l’ h c IO-per-cent 

participation by Singa- 
pore in Kcdah’s 
Lnngkawi Ccmcnt is a 
start. 

Malaysia and Sisga- 
port enjoy good relations 
but “thcrc is room for im- 
provcmcnt”, said Dr 
Mahathir in a rcccnl in- 
tcrvicw. adding that "WC 
shall strive to find ways 
of further improving po- 
i-‘:ical and economic rc- 
lations bctwccn the two 
couztrics.” 

Once the two lcndcrs 
have dccidcd on the arcas 
to be pursued, the high- 
powrrcd Intcr-Gov- 
crnmcnlal Committee 
(IGC J set up last Decem- 
ber to “promote ,and 
foster closer co-operation 
bctwccn the two coun- 
lrics in all arcas” will 
have a lot to do. 

Issues 
The IGC. which is 

directly .rcsponsiblc to 
the Prime Ministers. is a 
ncccssary machinery to 
solve problems quietly. 
given the scnsitivilics bc- 
twccn the two 
ncighbours. 

“It undcrlinbs their 
commitment to improv- 
ing lhc climate of re- 
l+tions bclwccn the two 
countries. by ensuring 
that minor pr‘oblcms do 
not, in Ihc process of bu- 
reaucratic wranglings, 
bccomc intractable ones, 
disregarding the larger 
interests at stake.” said 
Singapore Foreign Min- 
ister S. Dhanabalan at 
the ICC’s inaugural 
meeting. 

The outstanding 
bilateral issues lhat need 
to bc ironed out by the 
two Prcmicrs arc: 

0 MALAYSIA’S rc- 
quest for additional land 
for its naval base in 
Woodlands which Mr Lee 

h;ls agreed to consider 
favourably. What rc- 
mains to bc resolved arc 
lho lcrms and conditions 
of lhc land tcnurc. 

e SINGAPORE’S rc- 
quest for part of the land 
occupied by Malayan 
Railway at Tanjung 
Pagar for the East Coast 
Jurong Expressway. It is, 
a pressing need to Singa- 
pore. The question is an 
alternative site for 
Mnlayan Railway’s 
marshalling yard. ’ 

0 RETURN of the 
former Khatib army 
camp -- now used as a 
store by Malaysia - to 
Singapore. It is a legacy 
from the colonial days. 

0 THE Johorc Flight 
Information Region 
(FIR). Malaysia is seck- 
ing a return of a major 
portion which is now con- 
troll&d by Singapore. 
This follows the improvc- 
mcnt of its civil aviation 
facilities and the dcvclop- 
mcnt of Scnai airport. 

Singapore controls all 
flights into the island 
from the Indian Ocean, 
the north-cast and >thc 
north-west. Aircraft from 
west to cast Malaysia 
and oul of Scnai have to 
get through this FIR and, 
thcrcforc, nc&l clcarancc 
from Singilporc. 

Dr Mahathir has said 
hc would inform the Sin- 
gaporc Government 
about lhc impending 
standardised time zone 
for Peninsular Malaysia 
and Stabah ‘and Sarawak. 

It is widely expected 
that Singapore, for prac- 
tical reasons, will follow 
Peninsular’ Malaysia’s 
time, switch to that of 
Sab;lh and Sarawak 
(half-an-hour ahcad) 
which may be im- 
plcmcnlcd from Jan. 1. 

Officials from both 
sides of the Causeway cx- 

peel the two Prime Min- 
islcrs, who must have 
taken each olhcr’s mcas- 
urc, to bc businesslike 
and to talk on the same 
wavclcngth in their dis- 
cussions for which a 
whole afternoon has been 
set aside. 

“Both arc tough and 
rcalislic and want to get 
things done quickly,” 
says an official. 

“This does not ncccs- 
sarily mean that pro- 
bcms will bc disposed of 
hurriedly. They will be 
frank, with no ambiguity 
about things. And If any. 
ambiguity should 
cmcrgc from the talks, it 
would bc dclibcratc.” 

Dcdicatcd to their job, 
the two Prime Ministers 
,arc not dissimilar in ccr- 
tain rcspccts in running 
their administrations. 

Potential 
A medical colleague 

says Dr Mahathir “has 
‘always hated incfficien- 
cy”. 

In his .National Day 
siccch this year. Prc- 
micr Lee summed up the 
Singapore situation sue- ’ 
cinctly: 

Both Icadcrs have a 
strong conviction that 
they arc able to find solu- 
tions to_‘national prob- 
lems. B’oth abhor the 
waslcfulness of incffi- 
cicncy. 

“We have got only one 
little island - 6OOsq. kilo- 
mctres. You unwind this 
and you will not drop 
down on soft padi fields. 
It is hard concrete and 
your bones arc broken. 
And it’s baput! 

This involves good 
work ethics and a clean 
administration. Corrup- 
tion is a cancer. It erodes 
cfficicncy and destroys 
public confidence in pub- 
lic scrviccs. This saps the 
credibility of the Govcrn- 
mcnl and the whole na- 
tion, which can tarnish 
the nation’s international 
image. 

“And you know that 
Singapore has only one 
chance and that is to go 
up --~ tighter. more clis- 
ciplincd, up the ladder. 
You unwind this and it’s 
curtains for everybody.” 

Both lcadcrs have said 
that Western notions of 
libcrialism a n d 
progrcssivcncss often do 
not fit the needs of the 
economics of developing 
countries. 

The two Premiers set 
high standards. ‘The ac- 

ti Most advanced coun- 

cent of their adminis- 
‘tries do not appreciate 

trations is on prod- 
the problems of dcvclop- 

uctivity. They expect 
ing nations. Certainly, in- 

lhcir teams to Fork hard 
ternational organisations 

in the scrvjce of the na- 
still arrogate to them- 
sclvcs the prerogative of 

tion - lo bring about lhc 
maximum bcncfit to ‘hc 
greatest number of pco- 
plc in the quickest way 
possible. 

In the cast of 
Malaysia, Dr Mahathir 
sec.3 great potential as 
the country is blessed 
with an abundance of nat- 
ural and human re- 
sources. qis greatest 
challenge is to motivate 
the people - not just gov- 
crnment servants - to 
harness these resources 
to greater effect. 

Singapore has no natu- 
ral rcsourccs to speak of_ 
and has to .rely on the 
rcsourccfulncss of her 
people. That is why Mt 
Lee has never let up in 
exhorting and driving his 
pcoplc to greater heights 
of achievement for the 
survival of the nation. 

telling developing na- 
tions what is good for 
lhcrn. 

Both nations have 
made it known al interna- 
tional forums that this is 
simply not on. Any in- 
tcrnational arm-twisting 
will bc seen as gross in- 
tcrfcrcncc. 

Dr Mahathir’s style -- 
judiciously aggrcssivc 
and decisive - sets him 
apart from his predcccs- 
sors. 

Says a ranking Singa- 
port lcadcr of the new 
Malaysian Prcmicr: “Dr 
Maha:hir dots not mince 
his words. He tells a man 
o;i if he tries to be funny. 
With him around, nobody 
zan play games.” 

Both countries have _ 
strcsscd ‘the importance 
of cmcrging generations 
maintaining and 
strcngthcning the bonds 
between the two nations. 

While the lcadcrs ;re 
working on this, the peo- 
plcs too must play their 
roles conscientiously. 
Any remnants of preju- 
dice must be scl aside for 
healthy relations. 
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