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: KUALA LUMPUR, SEPT. 15 ERNAMA) —— THE GOVERNMENT HAS
LODGED A STRONG PROTEST WITH THE AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION
(ABC) AND THE AUSTRALIAW GOVERNMENT OVER REPORTS BY THE MASS
MEDIA OF THE COUNTRY, ESPECIALLY THE ABC, WHICH HAD TARNISHED
THE GOOD NAME OF THE'PRIME MINISTER, [ATOK SER1 DR, MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD .
\'TTTE’;ROT?ZST WAS MADE BY THE MALAYSIAN HIGH COMMISSICN M
CANBERRA, A STATEMENT FROM THE FORCIGN MINISTRY TODAY SAID,

THE STATEMENT FOLLOWED A REPORT IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER ABOUT
THE CRITICISMS MADE OF DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR, FOR NOT ATTEDDING
TH? COMMONWE ALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING [N AUSTRALIA LATER
THIS MONTH,

THE STATEMENT SAID THAT THE PRIME #INMISTER COULD NOT ATTEND
THE MEETING BECAUSE OF PRESSING DUTIES IN THE COUNTRY.

+THE REPLY HAD BEEN CONVEYED TO THE AUSTRALIAN GOVFRNMENT,

+WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT THE AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTOR
HAS ISSUED A STATEMENT YESTERDAY CRITICIS NG THE ARC, THE
AUSTRAL {AM SOVERNMENT HAS FXPRESSED REGQRET OVER THE H‘!CQDEF~.‘T,+
THE STATE YT ANy e BERNARA ONLA /MK .
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