
I IN ALL probxbilily, it 
WILS the May l!W riots 
which gave the intcllcc- 
tual imuctus to Datuk 
Scri I>r Gahathir to write 
T/I~: Mtrluy Dilc?nmu.. 

Malaysia (1980) - to 
mention only two politi- 
cal works published 
before and after the 
D~ZCWLWL(L. 

‘=‘no matter what th’cv dc-’ 
scientific study to cnu- cidc to do. thin&% wili con- 
me1Xiltc their effects on 
the Malnys. 

tinuc Co slip &om their., 
control; that slowlv but 

I’crhaps it is timely 
now for schulars, cspc- 
c i a 1 1 y M a I a y s i a n 
;Ic;ldcmici;ms, to vcnlurc 
into dccpcr rcscarch on 
the uoints brought out by 
Dr &huthir. t; bring to- 
gcthcr disciplines such 
ns psychology, sociology, 
history, economics and 
uolitics cvcn txnctics. 

For the prcscnt. WC do 
not cvcn have data on the 

surely they arc bccdming 

cxtcni of in-breeding 
disposscsscd in their own 

among Malays and a 
land. This is the Malay 
Dilemma.” 

Al lhc- lime. hc was 
ncithcr MI’ nor I’rimc 
Minister: Now that he is. 
his views may not have 
ch;lngcd; howcvcr. hc has 
‘dcclarcd “thcrc arc 
,p,,any roads to the same 
.dcstin;ition.” 

A good number of HC- 
~0unts have of course 
&en written about the 

‘bnckground of that sad 
day in Malaysian history, 
including one by the then 
I’rimc Minister and an- 
.gthcr by the Govcrnmcnt 
of 111~’ diiy, not to mention I 

’ the mimy sensational rc- i 
ports in thr foreign press. ! 

Unlike those ticcounts. i 
‘Dr ‘MahiLthir’s essay is 
more rcflcctivc. Iu&ng 
cullur;;l and historic!:tJ 
fisclors inlo an imalysis 
of the rcirlity Of I’cnin- 
sulrir politics. 

In this respect, I find it 
certainly more worth- 
while reading than books 

According to- the au- 
thor OS the Dilc~n.?r~cr., gc. 
ncticiil factors -- hcrcdi. 
ty and variation (CSPC, 
cially in-breeding) -.- 
play an important part, 
itlong with cnvironmcn- 
till factors, in placing the 
Mirlaya in a lower cco- 
nomic position than the 
immigrant communities. 

Debate 
For a long time more, I/ 

suppose. pcoplc will dc-4 
bate the influcnccs of in- 
breeding on the poor cco- 
nomic achicvcmcnt of! 
the Malays. Dr Mahathirj 
is at Icast brav.c enough,’ 
as a Malay, to highlight1 
the gcnctic;ll factors. and 
I would suggest further 

/ 
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sample study could 
throw some cvidcncc pn 

And so, WC get a feel, 

the points mudc by Dr 
bcforc reading further, of, 
what the bulk of the book 

Mnhathir regarding the 
cffccts of hcrcdity. 

Is going to be about: 
ethnic politics, with spe- 

T;w .‘hcr-cdity iactors--:i &~l rcfcrcncc to the cco_ 
cause the most dcspon- 
dcncy in attempts at solv- 

: nomic plight of the 
Malays. 

ing the problem of Maluy Dr Mahathir opens up 
backwardness. 

The author places the 
with a chapter cntit!cd 
Wl~frt Wcnl Wrony? to 

CnVirOnmCnt nCXt to hc- out]inc the C~USCS of the 
rcdity in m-oducira such +,,t;~l disruptions, stat. 

inrr “What finally led to bnck&rdSness. In most of 
the book, hc tackles, prin- 
cipally, the cnvironmcn- 
In1 factors and offers an 
analysis on the Malay 
dilemma, which hc cx- 
plains in the book’s in- 
troduction thus: 

the outbreak of Giolcncc 
on May 13, 1969, started 
the moment the Union 
Jack was lowered and the 
Malayan flag went up.” 

Even prior to that, hc 
contends, thcrc ncvcr 
was true racial harmony 
and hc rcscrvcs his 
scathing attack on suc- 
ccssivc (Alllancc) “Gov- 
crnmcnts of mcdiocrc 
pcoplc... The Malnys 
wcrc disenchanted bc- 
‘cause in their cycs the 
Govcrnmcnt continually 
favourcd the Chincsc and 
had failed to correct the 
real Imbalance in the 
wealth and progress of 

“The Malays seem to 
bc tccthcring between the 
dcsirc to assert their 1 
iights and arrogate to 
thcmsclvcs what they 
consider to bc theirs. and 
the ovcrwhclming dcsirc 
to bc polite, courteous 
and thoughtful of the 
rights and demands of 
others. 

“Deep within them 
thcrc is u conviction that 

. . . 
the raccs...Thc Chincsc 
demands increased as 
Govcrnmcnt concessions 
whcttcd their ap- 
pctit‘c...And over and 
above these racial reac- 
Lions was the increasinp- 
ly diminishing faith yn 
the ability or the dcsirc of 
the Alliance Govcrnmcnt 
to rule and rule well.” 

Thus (the less than 
favourablc) results (to 
the Alliance) of the 1969 
general clcction. And it 
took only the opposition 
victory procession to 
make the tension cxplodc 
qn May13. 
‘,, AlJ+t@is iippcnrp likiz 
angry sweep indeed and, 
must have touchqd the ‘,. 
sensitivities of those whb 

ruled bcforc Dr 
Mahathir. Ncvcrthelcss. 
as a broad summation, it 
cnnnot be dcnicd that the ., 
author’s view rcflccls the ‘. 
truth, unpleasant as it 
may sound. 

The chapter on the in- 
flucncc of hcrcdity and .‘ 
cnvironmcnt on the 
Malay race ts sclf-cx- 
planatory. and WC Jlavc 
mcntioncd Dr Muhathir’s 
view on hcrcdity. 

. 
Factors 

Hc annlyscs tlrc cn- 



vJrOnmcnta1 factors with 
lhc geographical factors 

the rivcrinc scltlc- 
mcnls conditioning the 
Malays Lo lcisurc! amidsl 
natural surroundings. 
1Wudal and customary 
polity incrcascd the con- 
scrvatism of Chc Malays, 
and lhcir adoption of ls- 
lam as their religion con. 
SolidJ~tcd Ihc sitllalion 
makitrg Ihc Malays im- 
previous lo non-Islamic 
lnfiucnccs. 

And Ihcn came Ihc 
punch: “Ncxl Lo Islam the 
single most important 
change in the Malay cn- 
vironlncnt was Ihc 
massive influx of Chi- 

l ncsc immigrirnts. Until 
the coming of the Chi- 
ncsc, Lhc Malays of pure 
or mixed blood w-a-c not 

only the peasants. but 
also 1110 petty Iradcrs. 
craftsmen, skilled work- 
crs. and. through the sys- 
Icm of ]~c:?r~/l~J~hts and 1‘~ 
jtrs, the administrators in 
MJ_tlJJyJl...” 

On the cffcct of Chi- 
ncsc immigration -~- cn- 
couragcd by the British 

hr: cites displaccmcnl 
of M;tlil.ys in the urban 
itrcils. further division 
bclwccn the Malays and 
Chincsc. cvcn further 
division bctwccn thc’ru- 
1.11 I illld thC! (Jl,Uch 

smaller in mJn\bcr) town 
Malays, dcstructiorl of 
Malay self-rcliuncc, and 
hc brings the history to 
Indcpcndcncc, which 
’ ’ TV r 0 u g Ii 1 p 0 w c r n II d 
wc111tl1 10 lhc new MILI~IY 
CIILC.” 

And then the iruthol 
asks: “How will heredity 
and this JJcw cnviroJJ- 
mcnt ;~ffccl the Mal;lys?” 
His i~nswcr is gloomy bc- 
ci~usc the M;tl;iys GJill 

txcomc softer and less 
JJblo lo ovc’rcomc dif- 

. 

c!cssfuI COIISC~SUS~ Ulldcr 
such ill1 arrangcmcnt. 

Also, Ihcrc is already 
widcsprcad acccptancc 
that 1 hc Malay economic 

problem is lo bc treated as 
JJ national problem. Thus, 
Ihc New Economic Polie 
cy is hcrc to stay, and 
criticisms of the NEP is 
nowadays Iimitcd to 
modes of implcmcnWion 
OJlly.' 

The book is ‘about 
polilics but praclicai 
politics will get ,nowhcrc 
in a democratic system if 
lhc cconomi,c questions 

nrc not faced wilh scri- 
WJSJJCSS by those who arc 
in politicnl power. 

Thcrc arc signs that 
this is being done. What 
can bc dOJlc rcmnins, in- 
deed. short of what cvcry 
cthinic group aspires to. 

Displacement 
If ~~olitics is truly Ihc 

art of the possible, few 
OthCJ countries can 
m ii t c h M ii I a y s i a ’ s 
;IChiCVCmCntS since ils 
i~Jtl(:I,c,Idc~~c:c. ‘I’hCrC 
~;Jvc been numerous 
~!OmprOmIScS itnd thcrc 
will h;lvC to bc many 
more, unless Of COUSSC 

(hc country cmbarlcs on 
diJngOrOUS cxpcrimcnts 
In cxlrcmism. 

Those who have the 
fulurc.of tlJc counlry at 
hcarl will obviously 
avoid such cxpcrimcnts. 
It is best Ihilt proponents 
for change to the politic&l 
system justify thnt 
chnngc is nccdcd. 

The ;tulhOr, howcvcr. 
]!ropouCs no change in the 
political syslcm to ,hclp 
~ctllc lhc Malay:cconom- 
i(: dilemma. . ’ 

11~ tracts th;LI dilcm- i 

ma, in hislorical terms. 

JICSC. “Compctilion.. 
which should bc bctwccn 
individuals and business 
groups, has dcvclopcd 
into competition beLwccn 
racial groups in which 
one group has an’ 
absolute advantage over 
the other”. 

Known business prac- 
ticcs of the Chincsc - 
secret deals, family and 
clan tics, exclusivity of 
guilds and chambers of 
commcrcc, to name a few 

worsened the Malay 
economic dilctima. 

The real problem is 
Lhat Ihc Chincsc arc 
“cslilblishcd”. The su- 
Lhor’s conclusion is given 
cvcn bcforc the analysis 
OS follows: 

“Unless the Chincsc, in 
pilrlicular, itrc willing to 
hold thcmsclvcs back 
nnd ilpprcclatc the need 
Lo bring Ihc Malnys up in 
Lhc economic field. not 
cvcn Lhc dctcrmination of 2 
the Malays and the 
schcmcs of the Govcrm I 
mcnt can help to solve I 
the Malay cco,nomic 
dilemma.” 

It is a credit to D; G 
Mahathir that hc was ’ 
bold enough to say wha< 
hc said. Solutions to ovci+- , -. 
coming the Malay ccp- . 
nomic dilemma cannot 
bc achicvcd with speed : 
but the passagc can bc 
mndc smoother by. un- 
derstanding, cspccially 
by Chincsc Malaysians. 

‘Among the Malays 
thcmsolvcs thcrc should 
bc full rcalisation. that 
ultimate success can ncv- 
cr bc theirs simply ‘by, 
shouting. Economic ad- 
vilnccmcnt. which ccr- 
Lain individuals may 
achicvc by mcrc luck, for 
ii whole community is a 
process of djligcnL aJJd 

qucility - it point made 
long ago by such 
writers as R.H. Tawncy 
nnd it good number of 
others. Tawncy. for cx- 
iIJnplC, wrote filly years 
ago thikt athc important 
thing is nol that equality 
should bc complclcly al. 
lained but that it should 
bc sinccrcly sought. 

Balanced 1 

If cilizcnship is con- 
lcrrcd on races other 
Lhnn Mnlays, it is bc- 
cnusc Malays consent to 
this. The consent is condi- 
tional. 

Dr Mahalhir argues’ , 
Ihill certain spccifjc I 

mcnsurcs such as laws 
on Malay land rcscrva-‘%! 
lion, distribution of schol- j 
nrships and civil scrvicc 
jobs lo Malays arc ncccs- ~ 
sirry to compcnsatc for 
the low economic status 
of the Malays: those ap- 
parcnlly discriminalory 
l~tws &nd politics arc not 
mcant lu give ildvantagc 
to one community over 
clnolhcr, but arc in fact 
dcsigncd to prcvcnt this 
from happening. 

11 is condition&l upon 

recognition of thcMalays 
as .thc dcfinitivc pcoplc, 

and cspccially rccog- 
nition of ,thcir multi- 
fncctcd problems, tJic 
slow solution of which cn- ‘; 
LiJiIS understanding and 
positive support by the 
non-MiJIilyS. 

Since hc wrote the 
book, WC know of course 
of the various measures 
nlrcndy cmbarkcd -upon, 
by Govcrnmcnt to 
furlhcr assist the Malays 

in the current 
Malaysian context, all 
bumiputras -- including 
Ihci rcccnt launching of I ,, the *mnnah Saham Na_ I :scnsc of history in order 

sion;tl, t 0 g i v’c t h c p _~J’J’rC~.Wq4hC ,~T+,i 
bumiputras larger need for solving the 
participntion in the; M&lay dilemma. 

Dr Mnhathir points 
out that the (cspccially 
colonial) policies of 
pushing into lhc buck- 
ground the claims of the 
Mnh~ys as the dcfinitivc 
pcoplc of the Malay Pe- 
ninsula h;lvC put all of US 
into the prcscnt com- 
munal divisions which 
pJ-OdUCC a PCrmanCnt 

source of conflict. 
All non-Malay citizens 

, hnvc to bear a strong 

Malaysia. that is. pcoplc 

modern -sector, to ovcr- 
COJIIC. as the author’, 
wrote in 1970 “an inc. ’ 
quality of wcnlth, an inc. 
quillity of opportunities, 
and an inequality Of dc- 
vclopmcnt.” 

Dr Mahathir’s pica is 
clear: for the Malays t0 
achicvc racial CqUality 

lhcrc must bc no dis-, 
criminalion against 

who set up the first gov- 
crnmcnts and thcsc gov- 
crnmcnts wcrc the ones 
wilh which other coun- 
tries did official business 
and had diplomatic rc- 
lations. 

’ Claims 

All-of us, especially the 
younger citizens, should 
apprcciatc why the J’JEP 
WiM nccdcd and there is 
no reason for pessimism 
WC have many things in 
our favour, not the lcast :’ ~ 
of which is God’s given 
variety of riches to make 
possible 11 Malaysia 
equitably shared by all 
citizens. 

. 
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. 



ficultics on Lhcir own. 13~. 
CAusc of lhis, politic;il 
power might UlLimiitcly 
prove their complctc 
dOW~~fIlll.” 

I)r’ Mahalhir brings 
forth no solution to Lhis 
p r 0 b I c 111 , hut simply 
mcnliuns IhaL Lho answer 
scclns to lit in il sort of 
“tronslructivc protcclion” 
worked out aflcr a 
c;lrcr”l study of Ihc: cf- 
fccts of hcrcdily iind cn- 
vironmcnt.” 

Truths 
One mighl spcc”lalc 

lhitl lhC views Of lhc au- 
thor such its summariscd 
ilbovc wcrc the causes of 
lhC biin 011 his book, f01- 
lowing Lhc racial lroublcs 
of l!lti!). liowcvcr. Lhcrc 
shollld bc no doubt. cspc- 
c:i;~lly ;~flcr his pronoull- 
ccmcnls since becoming 
Dcpuly and then I’rimc 
Minislpr, lhal Dr* 
M;ihaLhir is noL im nd- 
voc*;ilc of cxtrcmism in 
I)ulilics. 

11 is it fact of course 
th;lL Lhc book was an cara ’ 
SJly Of tl><! (lily by il CBII-’ 

didatc who hat1 IosL in the 

clcclion and was un;lblc 
Lo do something pracLic:;ll 
polilicillly. Ncvcrthclcss, 
lhr iiulhor’s points con- 
t:~in many truths. cvcn lo 
this day. 

Ilowcvcr, Lhc climate 
has bcon changing since 
1970. On Lhc politlci~l side, 
lhcrc is lhc broader NIL- 
lional Front govcrnmcnt. 
While it is still clhnical-’ 
ly-based, Lhcrc can bc 
wider optin~ism for sue- 

beginning wilh Lhc period 
during which Lhcrc was 
roll M;I~;L~ economic in- 
dapcndcncc, cvc,, though 
iL was i~t a low lcvcl of 
economic sophistication. 
when the Malays wcrc 
“cxclusivcly involved in 
milrkcling, pcLLy trading, 
importing and exporting 
and c vcn manufac- 
Luring in the early Malay 
SUlliLIlUtcS. 

The Malay cconomi,c 
dilcmmn is lirgucd to 
hclvc slrlrlcd with the in-, 
flux of Chincsc into the 
peninsula when Malays 
undcrwcnt the process of 
“displaccmcnt” from UT- 
biin economic occupa- 
tions. 

British colonial policy 
nssistcd and accclcratcd 
this tr;msformation, and 
cvcn after World War II 
the Mnlays had to “~ELCC 

lhc same old pattern in 
which the Chincsc con- 
Lrollcd all business thal 
W~LS noL big enough for 
lhc big British busincus. 
ho”scs”. 

‘I’hcn followed gov- 
Cr~llllC~llitl altcmpls lo 
iisvist MiLlays in corn-- 
mcrcc and induslry, 
which wcrc accclcratcd 
81 flcr Indcpcndcncc. 
“Indcpcndcncc,” says the 
tluthor, “has dcfinitcly 
booslcd Mal:ty ~IIVO~VC- 
mcnt in the commercial 
IifC Of thC ni~lioll.” 

Faults 
. . 

111; t , a s s C r l s I> i 
M>th;lthir, Lhc Malays 
h11vc ncvcr been able lo, 
and cnn ncvcr hope. to 
ciltch up with the Chi. 

purposeful hard work. 
Dr Mahnthir dots not 

brush aside the ft~lt~ of 
Lhc M~ilays bccausc hc 
UIIYS, “The M&~ys must 
bc aware of Lhcir own 
fi~ulls ns much as lhc. 
faults of olhcrs.” It mai. 
cvcn bc useful for Malays 
and Malay lcadcrs lo sub- 
stitutc their many slogan 
songs with a small pas- 
sngc from Shakcspcarc:. 

T/t c Jcmll, clerr.~. ~+tus, . 
is ml i7r OW?’ SlW<V. . 

Et141 ill oIL?w11M3~, llbtcl 
Ii)<: u)‘c uwfhqi?lys. 

Dr. Mahalhlr has 
stilted that ccpnomic 
wrongs do exist. HC is _. . . 
currently best-plnccd to’ 
put into prnclicc what j 
Govcrnmcnl can do to ,: 
corrcc,l those things 1 
wrong with lhc Malays, 1: 
rrnd hc dcscrvcs the “n- :, 
dcrstanding and co-opcr- I 
;rtion’of both Malays and i 
non-Mtllays. 

ICEill caualitv is mcnn- 

I would think the real 1 
mcssagc Dr. Muhnthir 
w+rntcd lo give is cncom- : 
pirsscd in the lhrcc chap- 
tcrs WC have rcvicwcd.‘r 
The other scvcn chapters. 
of uncvcn lcnglh can pos- 
sibly bc dcscribcd.as pro-,, 
viding background and 
rillionalisation for his 
views which some have 
lcndcd ip lhc pi& wrong- 
ly litbcllcd as “ultra” or 
cxlrcmist. 

Dr Mahathir, without 
doubt, is well-read 

,bcyond his medical jour- 
IlCllS, in history rind 
philosophy and other 
matlcrs. Hc asserts that 

lhcm. The Malays and 
Lhc non-Malays, cspccial- 
ly lhc Chincsc. arc dif- 
fcrcnt in character and 
bchaviour and Lhcrc will 
hilvc lo bc adjustmcnls to 
crtch olhcr which can 
only bc achicvcd by un- 
IcrsLsnding. goodwill and 
Lime. 

Thcsc: arc balanced 
views and not cxtrcmisl 
words of a disappoinlcd 
author. The same can bc 
said about lhc author’s 
view in rcspcct of pro- 
moting national unity in 
our multi-racial nation 
through Bah‘asa 
Malaysia as well as other 
ilcccssory mclhods such 
(IS focusing loyally to 
lhc King, leaching of na- ! 
tionel history and so 
forth. 

Hcgarding lhc rc- 
habililation of the; 
Malays and the Malay’: 
dilemma. Dr Mahathir 
skclchcs, and it is no : 
more than a bare outline, 
the need la urban&r iho ! 
Malavs in iL nlanncd and 
thorough fashion. 

But the Malays them’- 
sclvcs need lo acquire 
new skills and accept, 
new vnlucs. When all Lhis 
can bc achicvcd is indeed 
difficult to gauge. but in 
1970 Dr Mahalhir nl- 
ready told us that somc- 
thing radical has to bc 
done. 

.E’or lhc apparcnlly in- 
lcl)-rncinl tranquility and ( 
htlrmony is fraught with i 
diingcr. The author asks 
“How much can the 
Malay problem be blown 
up bcforc it bursts’!” 

inglcss in lhc fact of so. - -- . - -- . . -- 
(:iill :lnd cconon~ic inc- -wxlJ arIl P3Pa333nE -_ ~--_ -_-a_____ ___?_I.! 

Dr Mahalhir lamcnlcd 
n 1970 that Lhcrc has 
,ccn no study and 
analysis of the clhical 
:odcs trnd vnluc systems 
,I Lhc Maluys. A book 
,ublishcd in 1977 (Tham 
icong Chcc, Mtrluys CL?& 
~?odcr~~istr liox) touches on 
j<>mc of lhcsc and their 
:ffccts on modcrninsing 
.hc Malays. 

Dr Mahathir rightly 
oullincs Lhc diffcrcncc 
bclwccn lhc Malay value 
systems and those of 
wcstcrn civilisalion. 
(The serious students 
mny want lo pursue Max 
Wcbcr’s 5%~ Prolcslanl 
&I& crnd f/l& Spiril of 
Col,iltrlis?n and other 
such works). 

Influence 
Hc. almost 

pcssimislically, notes 
lhal il. is unlikely that 
mcrc changes in cnviron- 
mcnl will bring about the 
ncccssary change in 
Malay values Ls an cx- 
lent that they will be able 
Lo compclc with lhc drive 
of the other communities 
or races. 

Again. lhc Malay gcn- 
cral clltitudc lo property 
and money is quite unlike 
the Chincsc, nnd lhc 
problem in solving the 
Malay economic dilcm- 
nut is lhc juxtaposition of 
lhc spiritually-inclined 
Malays with matcrial- 
istic, cspccially Chinese, 
non-Malaya. 

_- 
Of lalc, WC have heard,> 

. 
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xhortationY from Malay 1 
:adcrs lhal heed be paid 
.j non-materialistic. par- i 
iCUliL<ly religious. mat- 
ers. Thcsc arc dircctcd i 
o the Malays, possibly to j 
CSSCII the influcncc of an I 
bpposition religious par- 1 
Y, 

If thcsc exhortations 
I~C clcartv direct4 al.30 
.i other cilizcns, and CY- 
)ccially if they arc 
:chocd by non-Malay 
Icadcrs, it will perhaps bc 
bcYt ior all of us. It is 
hoped that the Prime, 
Minister is looking into 
this mallcr. 

Traits 
The author does not 

view traditional traits in. 
the MalayY, such as 
adhcrcncc to feudalistic 
characlcristics 0.r deep 

Malays must bc pursued 
with vigour. The need is 
foti accelerated practical 
mcasurcs to cnsurc: 
grcatcr cxpovurc of the 
Malayy in modern sector 
nctivities. and given 
tinic, the rcquircd 
changes will follow suit. 

Now, almost a dozen 

religious inclinations ay years smcc Dr Mahathfr 
dclctcrious. Hc howcvcr wrote his book, Malaysia 

rcgrcts the lack of r is already in the second 

frankness, the adherence ‘half of the NEP which 

to traditional bchaviour incorporktcs Govcrn- 

of yclf-restraint and a dc- ! md 10% ran@ ,atta+s 

-‘_ 
, ._ , . :, c, ., * 

iirc not to dlspleasb be- 1 to b&k away from-the -:thc ~contit~uing demand 
:auYc thcsc cannot make ~ historically-set pattern ,’ 
hc Malays prominent tn 1 uf idcntifidion of race’ 

for such an approach. Let 
us look forward to the 

in aggrcsvivc modern SO- with economic functions day when there shall be 
:1cty. of citizens. 

Unless, of course, the 
” real integration among 

The NEP is already 
Malays follow the thcsts ’ widely accepted. At ‘the 

the communities in this 

Of getting away from un- i background of the for- 
country. 

A prc-condition for 
qu&tioning loyalty cnun- ’ mulajors of the Second 
cintcd in a rcccnt book / Malaysia Plan,’ which 
(Aliran, 1979, P~ofeofor~) ’ launched the NEP were 
the solution is still. far the .cumulative argu- 
away. I for one, dp not ments forthrightly 
agree with the implied brought out in The Mulay. 
concluyion in PrOlCClOrS Dilemma. In this context. 
nor, I think. does Dr Dr Mahathir can be 
Mahathir. named as contributor to 

Mcanwhilc, changing . the NEP, even though he 
Lhc attitudes of the entered the Cabinet well 

after the NEP’s 
launching. 

I have indicated above 
that Tfm Molar Dilc?n?na 
is a book on ethnic 
politics. On’ politics and 
parties the author openly 
states that it is the 
Malavs who most favour 
a conimunal approach to 
politics. The truth, ,of 

this, and this in my view 
is vital, is abundant rca- 
sonablcncss amone: those 
who choose to be pGlitica1 
lcadcrs of the nation. The 
author ‘of the Dilamma. 
whatcvcr others have 
said bcforc about him, is 
no advocate of Malay 
chauvinism (if thcrc is 
any such thing). 

course, is that all parties 
of some significance in 
this country approach 
politics communally,, il- 
lustrating, to tl& day, L. ‘., . . 

This country dcscrvcs 
lcadcrs who can rule well 
with the head; but equal- 
ly important, our country, 
rcquircs leaders who rule 
with the heart as well. I :. ~‘. 

Hc deserves our sup- 
port to bring further ma- 
tcrial and moral 
progress to this young, 
nation now that hc is at 
the helm of govcrnmcnt. 
WC should wish him well 
in his attempts to rcmovc 
all forms of incom- 
pctcncc. 

. 
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