
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The doors of the 
Barisan Nasional arc open not only to Pas 
but also to other political parties which are 
willing to conform to its principles, Datuk 
Scri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today. 

How’cvcr;WZE&sXn-&&nal will not take 
the initiative to invite the partics to join it, hc 
added. 

MC told ncwsmcn after chairing an Umno 
Suprcmc Council meeting here that there was 
no ncccssity for the Earisan to hold discussions 
with Pas on the subject and that so far there had 
been no official’contacts over the issue between 
the two sides. 

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir, who is also chair- 
man of the Barisan Nasional, was comment ing 
on rcccnt cxchangcs in the Press regarding the 
possibility of Pas rejoining the Barisan. 

Pas had left the coalition in late 1977 follow- 
in&the Kclantan crisis. 

c said this matter was not discussed at 
today’s meeting. 

The Prime Minister said thd Supreme Coun- 
cil had given its unanimous support to the 
Govcrnmcnt for its directive that all contract 
offers to British companics be rcfcrrccl to his 
dcpartmcnt. 

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir said he had CX, 
plaincd to the council the Govcrnmcnt’s receni 
move on tcndcring of contracts to British firms 

Hc added that hc had not rcccivcd any re, 
ucst for further clarifications from the British 

8. rgh Commission here on the matter. 

. 

’ DatUk Scri Dr 
Mahathir had rcccntly is- 
sued adircctivc that Gov- 
ernment agcndics which 
wished to tcndcr out con- 
tracts to British firms 
must first submit tke 
nilme of an altcrnstivc 
firm, which must not be 
British. to his Ministry. 

This dircctivc is un- 
dcrstood lo mean that 
Malaysia ‘wants to rc- 
duct the number of con- 
tracts given to British 
firms. 

British commercial 
circles had reportedly 
stated that they would 
seek further clarification 
on’khc move but it would 
not be from the Prime 
Minister “to avoid a con-’ 
frontation.” 

The Supreme Council to- 
day approved the appoint- 
mcnt -of new com6ittcc 
mcmbcrs to the various bu- 
rcuus of the party appointed 
t11 nn carllcr meeting. 

The cOuncil dccidcd thnt 
nil donution drives, or- 
gclniucd by cithcr the 
brnnchcs or divisions. must 
first rcccivc the green light 
from the party head- 
IWnrtcrs. 

ThiY mow2 wus to p&!cvcnt 
such activities from being 
cnrrtcd out without pcr- 
mission and in a wrongful 
mnnncr. 

The meeting discussgd 
lhc ways of ovcrsccing thcsc 
Rctlvitlcs 8.3 some Umno 
branches had compromised 
the good name of the party. 

Duluk Scri Dr Mahathir 
paid some schcmcs of the 
brnnchcs hod no1 been au- 
thorlsed by their divisions. 

Daluk Seri Dr Mahathir 
said in r&ply to II question 
that the council did not dis- 
CUSS the position of Pahang 
Mcntri Bcsar Haji Abdul Ku- 
urn Baker. 

Asked if the meeting also 
dlscusscd the date for the 
gCllCral clcctions 
spcculatcd to take place 
nCXt year. hc said it did not. 

“Even if it was discussed, 
I will not 1Ct you know.” hc 
added in a lighter vein. 

Datuk Scci Dr Mahathir 
stntcd Datuk Haji Mustaphn 
was still the sccrctary-gcn- 
crtll of Umno. 

Hc said the position of Da- 
tuk Haji Mustafa was not dis- 
cussed nnd added: “The sec- 
rctary-gcncral of Umno still 
sits on my Icft.” 

Thcsc comments wcrc 
seen as finally putting an end 
to reccnl Press spcc*ulation 

thit the post would bc given 
to Dcrtuk Haji Harun Idris. 

Wntuk Hnji Harun had 
said hc would accept the post 
if dircctcd to do so by the 
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