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KU4LA LUMPUR, OCT. 12 BERNAMA) -- THE PRESS CAN CONTRIBUTE 

TO YHE.GREAYER NEEDS OF T& NATION AND PEOPLE BY THINKING OF 
UtiAT OS GOOD !=Off THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE 4s A WHOLE IN CARRYING 
OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, PRIME MINISTER, (DATUK SERI DR.MAHAT&,_R_!MyQh!!&!~ 

SA l D TON I GMT. 
HE SAID THE PRESS HAD DONE WELL SO FAR BUT THERE WAS MUCH 

MORE TO BE DONE BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLES OF MALAYSlA WERE UNITED 
WITH @NE SINGLE OBJECTIVE TO BUlLD A GREATER MALLI%,& WHERE 
PEACE AND PROSPERPTY AND THE FREEDOM qF THE RESPONSIBLE WERE 
ASSURED. 

SPEAKING ON THE RbLE AND RESPONS,B,ilTlES OF THE PRESS AT ’ 
A NAYIONkL PRESS CLUB DINNER HERE, HE SAlDri +IF WE THINK OF 
OUR COUNTRY &ND OUR PEOPLE. THEN THE NA.RROW -1 NTEREST OF THE - s 
PRESS AN AS’INSYITUTION F&S ,NTO 1NSIGNlFECANC.E. 

+THE NEEDS OF THE’ N.AT,,;~NX~~‘N~::.THE PEOPLES ARE I NF’, N,T;LY .c,‘.. >; .“.~~&&;h+,,,~~ _ .; GREATER+. ‘, ,.‘- “:,‘+s.~* 

HE ADDED THAT’MALAYSIA Id&&D A PERlOD OF STABILITY DURING - 
WHICH TO CONSOLIDATE ITS’GAINS AND TO aukb UP THE WORK ETHICS 
AND VALUES THAT WOULD MAKE‘ IT STRONG AND VI ABLE. 
-BERNAMA MORE 2tIo/AN 

: 

NlOI 
MAHATt-! I i”;RE,C 0 3 L KunLa LUMPUR (EMBARGO) i 

+THE GOVERNMENT WILL DO ITS-BEST. BUT, THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS 
THE COOPFRATlON OF EVERYONE, INCLUDING, OF COURSE, THE PRESS,+ 
HE SAID. 

DEAL, NG w,‘TH FREEDOM OF THE PRESS DATUK SER, DR,MAHATHl R 
SAlD’lT SHOULD BE EXERCISED WlTH REShAINT AND RESPONSIBILlTY. 

WHlLE THE PRESS HAD THE RIGHT TO EXPOSE ANY SHORTCOMINGS, 
WHETHER IN THE GOVERNMENT OR IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, IT ALSO HAD 
THE RESPONSlBlLlTY TO PRESENT 4 BALANCED PICTURE. 

HE ADDED THAT FAILURE TO.MAINT4,N BALANCED REPORTING WOULD 
RESULT IN THE CREATlON OF AN ,MAGE OF A COUNTJIY THAT DID NOT - 
SEEM TO BE ABLE TO DO ANYTHING RLGHT. ‘..;;;:; __. -. 

DATUK SER, DR,,MAHATHI R ALjib SA(D ‘THdT-~,-~~~‘~~~T,-RAC-, iL C6UNTRY Lh ” \;,$5s/ 
M4L4YS I4 ,, THE, RFSPONS I B I L I TY OF THE PRESS GO’ES : BE.YQ+iq ;JL!ST: , 
ACCURATE REPORTING. 

.I .,,‘i, ‘.> :: ., 

HE 4DDEDl +THE..SENSIT,VQIEi OF ,TiiE vAdl’OUS”kbc~~S”‘~AVE TO BE ” I_“’ 
CONS, DERED, ..# ., 

+POLIT,I.CAL STAB;.rtTY AND-iHE PEACEFUL CO-EX, STENCE AMONG THE 
RA$ES ‘ARE TWO IMPORTANTS 
TO -PROMOTE GND PRESERVE.+ 

CONDITIONS WHlCH’ THE GOVERNMENT STRIVES 

--BERNAMA,MORF 2117/.AN 
;.- * 
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+THE GOVERNMENT WILL Dd ITS BEST. BUT, THE GOVERNME;NT HEEDS 
THE COOPERATION bF EVERYONE, iNCLUDlNG, OF COURSE,,THE PRESS,* 
HE SAID. 

DEAtlNG WITH FREEDOM OF +H.E PRESS DATUK SERI DR..MA’HAtHIR 
SAID IT SHOULD BE EXERCISED WITH REStRA'INT‘ AND.,RESPONSlBILITY. 

WHILE THE PRESS WI THE R1GHT TO EXPOSE ANY SHORTCOHIWGS, 
WHETHER IN THE GOVERNMENT.OR IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR; IT’ALSO HAD’ 
THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PRESENT A BALANCED PICTURE.’ 

HE ADDED THAT FAILURE TO MdlNTAlN BALANCED’REPORTING WOULD 
RESULT IN THE CREATION OF AN IMAGE OF A-COUNTRY.,THAT D,lg NOT 
SEEM TO BE ABLE TO DO ANYTHiNG RIGHT’, 

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR 4LSO SAID THAT IN A MULTI-R&AL COUNTRY 
LIKE MALAYSIA, THE RESPONSIBILITY OF,THE PRESS GOES BEYOND JUST, - 
ACCURATE REPORTING. 

HE ADDED1 *THE SENSITlVITIES Of THE VARIOUS RACES HAVE‘TO BE 
CONSIDERED. 

+POLITICAL STAB I LI TY AND THE PEACEFUL CO-EXI STENCE ‘AMONG THE - 
RACES ARE TWO IMPORTANTS CONDITIONS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT STRIVES 
TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE.+ 
-BERNAMA MORE 2117/AN \ 
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HE SAID THAT IN ALL ITS ACTION AND POLICIES THE GOVERNMENT 
TOOK SPECIAL CARE THAT THOSE TWO FACTORS WERE ALWAYS TAKEN INTO 
CONSIDERATION. 

IT WOULD BE INIMICAL TO THE GOVERNMENT’S EFFORTS IF THE PRESS, 
IN THEIR OVER-ZEALOUSNESS WERE TO REPORT EVE TS WITHOUT GIVING 
DUE CONSIDERATION TO THE ~NSITIVITIES OF THE $ ARIOUS RACES. ” 

‘DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR S4lD SOME MEMBERS OF THE PRESS REGARDED 
THE NEED TO EXERCISE CERTAIN RESTRAINT IN ORDER NOT TO RUFFLE 
SUCH SENSITIVITIES AS A LIMITATION TO THE PROPER AND EFFECTIVE / 
WORKING OF THE M MEDIA. 

al BELIEVE HOWEVER .THAT THESE CONSTRAINTS SHOULD BE REGARDED' 
AS A C CHALLEiGE TO THb SKILL AND MATURITY OF OUR JOUR- 
NALISTS BROADCASTERS AND OTHERS IN THE MEDIA AND ALSO AS A TEST 
TO THE16 SENSE OF RESPONSlBiLiTY + HE ADDED. 

DATUri SERI DR.MAHATHIR SAID Hi DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ABSOLUTE 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS EXISTED ANYWHERE AS THERE WAS ALWAYS SOME 
RESTRAINTS EXERCISED, IF NOT BY THE GOVERNMENT, AT LEAST, 
BY THE OWNERS, ADVERTI SERS, EMPLOYEES AND OTHERS. 

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THAT AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION 
OF THE PRESS IN A DEMOCR4TIC SOCIETY WAS TO EDUCATE AND lNFoRM 
THE PUBLIC ON ISSUES SO AS TO ENABLE THEM TO MAKE THEIR CHOICE. 
-BERNAMA MORE 2135/AN * 
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*THE BETTER INFORMED THE PUBLIC .IS ON ALL iSSUE$‘THE 
BETTER ARE THEY ABLE TO MAKE THE RIGHT DECISIONS ‘4s TO, 
WHICH PARTY SHOULD FORM THE GOVERNMENT,+ HE ADDED. 

HE WAS HAPPY To SEE THAT THE PRESS IN THE COUNTRY WAD DISCHAR- 
GED THIS iMPORTANT FUNCTION ADMIRABLY. . I 
--BERNAMp, 21?7/AN 
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