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./,KUALA LUMPUR
V 'Mon — Datuk Seri Dr
%7 Mahathir_Mchamad
said tonight the nceds
"~ of the nation and the
#-people must always
over-ride the frcedom
- 0f the Press.
E’f’"’ He said the narrow in-
gg‘”fterests of the Press as.an
# .~institution faded into in-
“*gignificance “if we think
.of our country and our
people.”

Speaking at a National
Press Club dinner to-
night, the Prime Minister
said freedom of the Press
was a myth invented by
the “so-called liberal
West” to scrve its own
purpose.

“QOur Press should not
subscribe to that kind of
freedom, much less be a
part of their indirect in-
tellectual hegemony.

“We should think of
what is good for our coun-
try and our pecople as a
whole,” he added.

Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir said freedom of

the Press should be ex-

erciscd with restraint
and rcsponsibility.

But quite a few of those
in the profession felt that
this meant a limitation
on frecdom of the Press.

Brushing aside this

view, he said if total,

* licence is considered as
freedom of the Press,
‘then this did not exist
anywhere in the world.

“The loss of a minor
frcedom to an individual
is of little conscquence as

CO

being of a nation,” said
the Prime Minister.

Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir said the Press
was in an eminent posi-
tion to contribute
towards the needs of the
nation.

. ““Just as you can
agitate the people, you
can also calm them and
help them develop those
values that can con-

tribute most towards’
" their well-being.”

Ethics

He said Malaysia
needed a period of stabili-
ty to consolidate its gains
and ‘build up work ethics
and values that would
make it strong and
viable.

The Governmeni, he

' said, would do its best but

it needed the cooperation
of everyone, including
the Press.

He told the Pressmen:
“You have done well so
far but there is much
more to be done before
the people of Malaysia
are united with one single
objective — to bulld a

. greater ‘Malaysia wherce

peace and prosperity and
the frecedom of thec re-
sponsible are assurcd.”
Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir said he noticed
in some cascs a few re-
porters were somewhat
carried awgy with their
enthusiasm and zeal and
their reports tended to be
non-factual and verged

Lo

‘ry,
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ewsmen

on sensationalism.
“There have also been
cases where reports have
been anything but objec-
tive,” he added.
" While admitting that
the Press had theright to

cxposc any shortcoming,

whether, in the Govern-
ment or Yhe private sec-
tor, he said-it also had a
responsibility to present
a balanced picture.

“We should not forget

‘the success and achieve-

ments,” he said.

“Unless your reporting
is balanced you will be
failing in your important
function of keeping the
public informed.”

He said failure to
maintain a balance in re-
ports would create anim-

age of a country that did .

not seem to be able to do
anything right.

“Your know very well
that in the country we do
a lot of things right,” he
added.

Challenge

Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir said the re-
sponsibility of the Press
in Malaysia went.beyond
just accurate reporting
due to its multi-racial so-
cicty.

The sensitivities of the
various races had to be
considered, he said.

The Government, he
said, took special care
that political stability
and peaceful co-existence
were always taken into

consideration in its ac-

W

tions and policies.

“It would be inimical .
to the efforts of the Gov-
Jernment if the Press in

their overzecalousness
were to report events
without giving duec con-
sideration to the sensi-
tivities of the various
races,” he said. -

He, said some pcople
regarded the need to ex- .

ercise restraint as a limi-
tation to the proper and
effective working of the
media.

However, he said,
these constraints should
be regarded as a
challenge to the skill and
maturity of newsmen.

Absolute freedom of
the Press did not exist
anywhere.

There were always re-
straints, he said, whether
from the Government,
owners, advertisers, em-
ployces or others.

Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir said even with
him being the Prime
Minister, his words were
often twisted in order to
suit the purpose of partic-
ular journals.

He said he recently re-
fused to be interviewed
by BBC on the telephone
for his comments on the
Government's policy re-
garding British sup-
pliers.

He refused as he knew
that everything he said
would be used against
him and Malaysia.

“To me, the BBC is not
a part of the frec Press
system,"” he said
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