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KUGHI NG, JUNE 23 {ﬁsnmm) “ SARMWAK H A S  TREMENDOUS COAL
POTENTIAL wﬁ }CH COULD BE EXPLOITED TO MEET NOT ONLY LOCAL REQU! RE~-
MENTS BUT POSSIBLY ALSO FOR EXPQRT.DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER {(DATUK
SERY DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY,
AN AMERICAN cOMPANY 'S INVESTIGATING A 200 MILLION TON-DERPOSIT

IN AN UNDISCLOSED AREA, ME TR A PRESS cowrsnemce.. HERE ¢

+A3 SOON AS SOME ACREEMERTS CAN o CONCLUDED WITH TEM | AM
SURE THAT THEY WIiLL BEGIN A MORE DETAILED FEAS{BILITY STUDY AND
EXPLOITATION,+ KE SAID,

HE ADDED THAT AT sELATlK, IN SARAWAK®S FIRST DIVISION A 12
MILLION TON DEPOSIT WOULD BE JOINTLY EXPLOITED BY L6CAL AKD PENIN=-
SULAR MALAYS |A INTERESTS , INCLUDI NG THE KADAH STATE GOVERNMENT AND
JAPANESE CONCERNS e

DATUK SERJ DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT CGQAL WAS NEEDED FOR THE CEMERNT
PLANT TO BE SET UP IN LANGKAWI, KEDAH AND THE H1GH QUALITY COAL
%%%léz}'nso BE EXPORTED FOR USE IN STEEL PLANTS, =~ BERNAMA MORE

NO&D3 F)
MAKATHIR AL 2 KUCHING

HE ADDED THAT ANOTHER AREA N BINTULU HAS, ALSO BEEN IDENTIFIED
WiTH A DEPOSIT OF NEARLY 80 MILLION TOWS,

ON HYDRO=-ELECTRIC POWER (HE)}) DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAI D
THI$ WAS ANOTHER AREA OF POTENT AL FOR THE STATE AND }F PROPERLY
EXPLOITED T WOULD BENEF{T THE COUNTRY,



HOWEVER , ®ROBLEMS Lt KE HIGH CAPITAL COSYS , WOULD HAVE TO BE Y e
DECIDED BY fHE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WHiCH MiGHT CONSIDER RAISING
LOANS FOR SUCH PROJECTS, 8 IM ILARLY W ITH OTHER B §G PROJECTS { N
THE COUMT®Y HF, ADDED.
HE POINTED &UT THAT THE HYDRO-POWER —POTENTIAL IN 5ARAWAK WAS SO
GREAT INAT THEOREITICALLY, IT 1S CAPABLE OF SUPPRLYING THE
ENTIRE NEESS OF JAPAN.
EVEN THE BALU!/PELAGUS PROJECT IN THE SEVENTH DIVISION COULD
SUPPLY A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE ENERGY NEEDS OF PEN! NSULAR
MALAYS 1A BY THE YEAR 2000. = BERNAMA MORE 1623/t B

MARATH § R=CO AL 3 KUCH ING

DATUK SERY DR, MAHATHIR WHO VISITED BINTULU YESTERDAY, AND
ATTENDED A DEVELOPMENT BRIEFING GIVEN BY THE GENERAL MANA&ER OF
THE B | NTULU DEVELOPMENT AUTHOR | TY (BDA } ENCI K SULONG, MATJARAEE , M

PROGRESS TO TURN THE AREA INTO ANINDUSTRIAL COMPLEX HAS BEEN
SMOOTH DESPITE SOME PROBLEMS ,

THE SUCCESS OF THOSE PROJECTS WOULD DEPAND ON THE RESPONSE
Egrﬁg%u BY SARAWAK JANS, TO TAKE PART IN ITS DEVELOPMENT,

o : .

HE ALSO INDICATED THAT AR ALLUMINIUM SMELTER PLANT MiGHT BE
LOCATED IN BINTULU, BUT THIS WOULD DEPEND ON.THE AVAILABLITY
OF CHEAP ENERGY. ' -

THE GOVERNMENT. HWE SAID, HAD NOT GIVEN UP HOPE
OF 178 ORIGINAL PLAN TO HAVE A SPONGZ IRON PROJECT IN BEINTULY
BUT A $TUDY 3HOWS THAT THE FIRST PLANT SHOULD BE LOCATED IN LABUAN,
SABAK MATH THE SECOND ONE ON TRENGGANU.

DATUK SER{ DR, MAHATHIR ALSO HELD BRIEF DISCUSSIONS WITH
CHIEF MINISTER DATUK AMAR HAJI ABDUL TAIB MAHMUDMWITH THE SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY ANRD ENVIRONMENT MINISTER,TAN SRl DATUK ONG KEE HU}
AND THE MINISTER OF ENERGY, POSY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS , DATUK
LEO MOGG IE PRESENT

IN THE ﬁeﬁiﬁvﬁmﬁﬁg&g}m NED STATE MINISTERS, STATE ASSEMBLYMEN
AND HEADS OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AT, A.STATE LUNCHEON HELD

?E?E}%BANQUE? HALL OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY BU {LDI NG, =~ BERNAMA
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