
KUALA LUMPUR -Pri
-JL!!fu.k_Seti.Dr  h’faha:
thir.Mohamad  was tod-
day officiall~~~declared
Umno Malaysia’s fifth

- f)r~!~pntH~~eisuccee~

who did not contest in
the#;;$  e&p;.  Ma-

hathir was returned
unopposed to the post
when nominations clo-
sed on June 9.

Umno permanent
chairman, Datuk Haji

Sulaiman  Ninam Shah
_ made the official declal

ration at the close of
today’s session of the
three-day Umno Gene-
ral Assembly at  the
Nirwana ballroom of’
Hilton Hotel here.

The announcement
was met with applause
from delegates present

Datuk Seri Dr Maha-
thiJ. 56, who was  once
sacked from the party;
on disciplinary grounds
.is certain to take eve;
the rein of the’ Covern-
ment when the Prime
,Minister  retires, probab-
ly next month.

He entered politics
at the age of 20,
and during the past 36
ggye,fyo  hgj ;ip’d”e’d”;
cated,  sincere  and able
leader.

Datuk
when

Hussein,
the

doctor fr%?%dah  as
l&dyputy  i n  1 9 7 6 ,

1, $11 .tv  .my
fJcYi9 I (F)

best to shoulder the
heavy responsibpity  tf;;
the benefit
people and the nation.”

D a t u k  S e r i
Mahathir  has fulfil%
his pledge - he is
now known as a pray-
matic,  straight forward
firm but Just leader.

set up private pratice.
Hi.+  experiences du-’

ring the Japanese and
British rule made him
realist  the importance
of political struggle.

His political activi-
t ies started in 1945
when he joined a num-
ber of organisations, in-
,cluding  Seberkas. Kesa-_. -_

In the international
field, he had succeeded ’

tuan Kedah, Kesatuan
Petruda  Melayu  Kedah,

in reviving the confi-
befgre  entering  Urnno

dence of t h e  f o r e i g n His leadership was
investors in the invest- : : tested when’ -he was. . 1  I -_
m e n t  c l i m a t e  i n  the fxpenea
country. m 1 9 6 9  *gem  wkrnFz  *

Today, Malaysia is admitted’ into the par-
flooded with applica- ty later by the late
tions from foreign in- Tun R a z a k  a n d  h a s
vestors to set up in- never look back since.
dustries.

With sheer dedica-

Datuk Seri Dr tion and sincerity, thii
son of an English
school teacher managed
to regain confidence
of the party.
Noone can deny
that hisleadership was
accepted by the people
and, because of this
.his  r e t u r n  t o  t;Urnno
was a historic occasian..

The future’ ‘.I?rime
M i n i s t e r  wants a  re-.
structured Malaysian
society in which the
bumiputras have a more
meaningful place in
their own land.

He is determined to
eradicate poverty, par-
ticularly ’ among the
rural. people, and create
unity through the use

E:;;hir  i s  p o  ularly
a s  “8oktor

Umno” in his home-
town. Alor Star.

He received-his early
education at the Se-
berang Perak Malay
school and later went .

- t o  t h e  S u l t a n  Abdul ’
Hamid College in Alor
Star. - I

On completion of
his secondary edu-
cation he went to
the University of Mala-,
ya in Singapore where1
he obtained his MBBS
de e e .

Batuk Seri Dr
Mahathir served as a’
medical o f f i c e r
Kedah and Perlis befoE’<
resigning from the’
government in 1957 to:.,

of a single -language,
Bahasa  Malaysia.

These  views of his
are, now $c;gzd  by
society.
idea, of establish&

his
a

pad1  plantation to make
the smallhorder  indus-
try more profitable is
now reality. - Ber-
rzzna.-

.


	Mahathir is new president (National Echo 27/06/1981)

