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I- -*.- Kampucheti issue, Datuk
,-. - Seri Dr\ Mahathir said

though’ Vietnam still do
not want to Ieave Kam-

:&KART$,rFri  - IIa- j pi g into the
seri

ahathir ;,;III & not aris~&h&‘;~ha; hdve their own
*Jd&as. ‘33ut  we will con- :

&%amad b e l i e v e s He said that Chiha and
Vietnam is serious in
w a n t i n g  t o  rebui1.d
itself and so will_  not

-i---  --  _, The statement s&d puchea and there were
both leaders had an ex- still various factions
tbnsive exchange of claiming to represent the
views on developments in country, the door to nego-
tpe region and expressed tlatlqns was still  open.
cpnfidencc in Asean as a Though Asean could
vf?hicle for regional co- not force-Vietnam to ac-
operation. cept the sdlution, it could
1 They noted that Asean make a Political of-

h;ad made a significant fcnsive through the sup-
pk-ogress  in developing p$rt,f  the nations of tpe
itself  into a cohesive re-
@onal  grouping, capable Such suphort  would
of playing an independ- have, the. desirqd effect
ent and positive role in its
endeavours to contribute

~b~o;$~s~~ld  want

tO the political stability He said afte;?  getting
and economic viability of the moral support from
t+e region. I the nations of the world,

: The statement said
Asean could go on with its
political action to get the

have the time for k lot
of advcnturcs  outside.

WC told a Press cen-
ference at Wisma Ncga-
ra, the State guest house,
before departing ‘for
home after an overnight
visit, that he also did not
believe that Vietnam
would invade Ascan
countries.

He said the Malaysian
analysis of the situation

: in Vietnam was that if
the political and military

problems were resolved,
then Vietnam would con-

/
centrate on its internal
affairs and “so will not
constitute a threat to Ase-

an.”
He was replying to a

qucstlon  whether  Vict-
nam would constitute a
“small frying pan” to
Ascan as against Russia
and Chlna being the “big

! frylng pan.”
D a t u k  Seri D r

Mahathir, who is making
his first visit overseas
since becoming Prime
Minister  last month. said
the question of Asean

Zone of Peace. Freedom
and Neutrality (Zapfan),
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said Malaysia believes
that for ai area to be
neutralised, it has, to be
respected by the big
powers,

“We are not worried so
much about the small
powers. They cafi’t send
battleships to our waters.
But we are worried about
the activities of the big
powers.”

Neutrality’
Zopfan, he said, would

not be effective unless
there is some form of rcc-.
ognition  by the big
powers. “So, it is neces-
sary for us to cultivate
the views of the big
powers - Russia, China
and the United States -
so that neutrality will bc-
come a reality.”

He conceded that it
would not be easy to per-
suade the big powers as

region.
He said he did not see j

how the superpowers
need to worry about the ;
state of the region be- !
cause “once they have ac- ’
cepted Zopfan they don’t :
have any need to in-
terfere and we will feel :
safer and not be threat-, t
ened by China or Russia.”

I n  a  j o i n t  PEess )
statement issued at the
end of the visit, Datuk -’
Seri Dr Mahathir atid  !
President Suharto ex- i
pressed their conviction
that apolitical solution of
the Kampuchean prob-
lem was vital for the re-
alisation of Zopfan.

They believed that re-
alisation of the concept
would provide countries
in the region the op- I
portunity to devote their
undivided attention to de-
velopment of their re-
spec  F/J. --y-y-Q.:;

, q :.. ..’

both leaders were con- support from all factions
cbrned over the still un- in KampuchTa to work at
resolved Kampuchean a solution.’
pboblem  but were en- D a t ’ u k  S e r i  D r
couraged that the In- Mahathlr expressed con-
ternatlonal Conference fidence that all1 parties,
on Kampuchea recently
had received overwhelm-

including the big powers,

itig support from the in-
wduld support the Asean
move because it did not

iernational  community. advocate the destruction
They felt that the dcc- of Vietnam or that it be-

laration and resolution of cOme a satellite of any
the conference would fa- power.
cilitate  a concrete move
forward towards a com-

China had already ac-

prehensive and durable
cepted this and if Russia

political solution to the
was also to agree, it

problem.
would be a positive-move
to achieve peace in Indo-

To a question on the China, he added.
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