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BANGKOK, AUA, 3 3CANALAY —IDATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMA
SAID TODAY HE WOULD CONTINUE TO Bl . g
STRONG FOUMNDATL ON HF #AD | NHER ITED FROM H IS THREE PREDECESSORS
FOR DU T LD I NG A PROARESSTVE PROSPERQUS AND UN ITED MALAYS | A,
THE PRI!)MECPIJ‘E' N§STFW SAID THAT HE SHARED THE SAME OBJECTIVES
OF H I PREDECESSORS ALTHOUGH +MY APPROACH AND STYLE MAY BE
DIFFERENT .+
ADDRESS NG A LARGE LUNCHEON GATHER ING ORGANISED BY THE FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENTS CLUB OF THAILAND (FCCT) AT THE ORIENTAL HOTEL HERE, "
DATUK SER| DR, MAHMATHIR SAID MALAYSIA% FIRST THREE PRIME
M{ NISTERS HAD TOJLED HARD TO BU ILD THE COUNTRY INTO WHAT IT WAS
TODAY .
+THEY HAD THEIR DREAM AND V I1S§ON OF A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
MALAYS 1.A. OF MALAYS1ANS UNITED AND DISCIPLINE. | SHARE THE SAME
DREAM AND VISION. «HF . TOLD H1S AUDIENCE OF BANGKOK-BASED FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENTS , DRI QUATS AND SENIOR THA! GOVERNMENT OFFICi ALS,
+RIGHTLY OR WRONGY Y.+ HE HAD ACQUIRED MANY LABELS DURING HIS
POLITICAL CAREER AND SINCE BECOMING PRIME MINISTER THERE HAD B E E N
MORE SPECULATION AROUT HIS BRAND OF POLITICS AND THE COURSE OF
ACTION HE WOULD..TAKE HE SAiD, ‘
HE SAID TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN,.H'J.W.W.ZAK AND TUNM HUSSE | N ONN
HAD SPARED NO EF F O R T 1IN PURSUMG THEST NOBLE GOALS AND THE
RESULT WAS AN ACH PEVEMENT MAL/AYS t ANS WERE JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF,
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+NOW THE BURDEN OF GUITING MALAYSIA IS ON MY SHOULDERS. IT
IS NOW MY TASK TQ PURSUE PME VISION OF MAKING MALAYSIA INTO A
PROGRESSIVE, PROSPLROUS AR UNITED HATION,+ DATUK SER| DR,
MAHATHIR APDED, ! ' |
+#1Y APPROACH AND STYL%’MAY,BE DIFFERENT BUT THE OBJECTIVES
COARE THT SAME, | WILL SORYINUT TO RUILD AND IMPROVE ON THE STRONG
FOUNSOHATION THAT | HAVT IINFGITED, + ,

I AL30 PLEDGED TO FIDEAVOUR TO STRENGTHEN AND ENHANCE THE
CLOSE TIES AND COOPERA'{ ON WHICH HAD BEEN FORGED BY HIS PREDECESSORS
IN RELATION WITH MALAYXIA'S NEIGHBOURS AND OTHER COUNTRIES,

SPEAKING ON +THE MALLYS AN EXPERIENCE,+ DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR
TRACED THE DEVELOPMENTS) !N MALAYSIA SiNCE 1MDEPENDENCE
WHEN MALAYS | AN LEADERS STARTED +GRAPPLING WITH THE PROBLEMS OF
BUILDING A NATION.+ ! | ‘ L




THE LEAR S,‘__HE-SAIDh WERE DETERMINED TO BUILD A UNITED
MALAYS | AN SOCTETY A N D 'y THE PROCESS HAD BORROWED SOME |DEAS
AND EXPERIMENTED WITH (HEORIES AND- CANCFRTS BUT A GREAT DEAL WERE
INNOVAT |ONS COMPLETELY THE IROWN, — RERNAZA M O RE 1635/5Z
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THE MALAYS IAN EXPER/ENCE HAl} SHAPED AND MOULDFD POLACIES,
INSTITUT1ONS MEASLIRE/ AND THE RESPONSES, THESE HAD INCLUDED THE
ALL | ANCE GOVERNMENT , /HE CONFEREXCE O F RULERS|THE NATIONAL
OPERATIONS ROOM, BUM' ‘?UTRAS, +THE MALAY DILEMNA %5 T H.E SEDITION
ACT. THE BARISAN NAS INAL ARD THE _HEW ECONOMIC POLICY.

fHE MALAYS IAN EXPJRIENCE ALSO HAD ITS SHARE OF STRESS AND
STRAIN, SOME OF THEM{WITHBITTER. AMD TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES. HE
CITED PHE 1047=104n IMERRENCY AND' THE MAY 4.969 11ICIDENT AS
EXAMPLES, 3 L

CHOWEVER, WE  SA1} +THE POLITICAL PRAGMATISM OF OUR™ EXPER |ENCE
HAS BROUAH S STARDTY, S7CURITY AND A MEASURE OF URNITY WHICH
(HAS EMABLED IS TO B1USUE CCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF
oun ProPLEy | S ‘

THE MALAYS 1 AN EXF{G 1F 106 HUAD ALSO TAUGHT MALAYS TANS. NOT QNLY
TO LIVE AND SAFEGU.D THEMSELVES | ¥ PEACE AND HARMONY INTERNALLY
BUT ALSO TO COOPERIFE WITH THEIR NE IGHBOURS, MALAYS IA VALUED
COOPERATIVE ENDEAIDURS W1ITH TS 4E IGHBOURS AND, THE PARAMOUNT
IMPORTANCE OF PEACf A N D STARILITY | ¥ THE REG 0N,

MALAYSTA WAS Ab-Q FOUALLY, CONCERNEDR WITH T H E BROADER 'ASPECT
OF INTERNATIONAL JOPERATION AND OF GLOBAL PEACE AND SECURITY,
HE SAID, =~ BERNAYA 1640/SZ
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