
o d d ,  D a t u k  !ieri  Dr-
Mahathir’Mohama  told
IPaul
Wedel just before he was
sworn in as Malaysia’s
fourth  Pr ime Minis ter ,  i f
The Malay Dilemma,  the
controversial book >-he

’ authored in 1970 should
continue to be ba&ed.in
the country.

Thus when the l i f t ing
of the ban did come on
July 30,  1981, the deci-
sion was not really unex-
pected - perpetuation
of the ban would imply
that  his  thoughts  are  too
“sensitive.” for the
reading public.

the-f&ward,  ,they  believe .-’
the author’s  views should I

, , , . be read - whether or not 1
they share them;-“’ - ‘1;

They felt the author is
fully entitled to give his ”
interpretation of the
Malay’s viewpoint,
though not all Malays
may agree to his explana-
tions or his opinions,

In fact, the author
never intended to please
all readers.

But the book, the
latest edition of which,hit
the streets last week .is
recommended for every
thinking Malaysian’
though al l  may not  agree
fully with the thoughts
e x p r e s s e d .

As the ubliihers of
the first e ttion,  TimesB
Books International of
Singapore, pointed out in

“Indeed it is most
likely to cause
despondency among
some, and severe resent-
ment  among most  o thers .
No apologies are. offered.
What I have written is
writ ten with sinceri ty,‘ .’
said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir from Kota
Setai  in Kedah where he
lost his parliamentary. ’
seat in the general elec-
tions of 1969.

More than that, he
‘-was  writing ‘this during

his sojourn, into the :
poli t ical  wilderness after
having been expelled
from Umno’s Central :
Committee and later

from ‘Umno i tself  for-his
clash with the then Prime
Minister Tunku AbduI
Rahman  after the out-
break of the May 13
tragedy.

Elected to Parl iament
as representative for
Kota Setar Selatan  in
1964, Dr Mahathir had
soon ‘acquired a reputa-
tion for being a highly
vocal Alliance, backben-
cher.

-‘~~%ez+-.-_r~.c-  -.

, paper, he pbinted’  OI$ The’ Chinese in  turn,
with the. benefit of,hind-1  he said, were antagonis-
: sight that “racial bar: ed when the Malays  aired
mony in Malaysia was’  their grievances to the

neither real nor deep-i Government. ,‘,

While, ‘the Mulay
Di l emma seeks mainly to
explain the causes of the
May 13 incident, the
188~naee  diagnosis by
the medical pracitioner-
turned pol i t ic ian did  not
hide his fierce disagree-
ment with the ruiing  elite
under the Tunku.

Dr Mahathir in fact
chose to open the. book
by  questioning  what
COU!if  Ilwe  pIis  wriq’
with this  multi-ethnic
cout:tty.

posts to party chiefs who, was an example  of racial
w e r e “mediocr,e’  harmony. . .

.yes-men.” “The gulf between the
“It is clear by the time Government and the

the 1969 elections ap- people widened so much
proached, all sect ions of  1 that the Government was

I the ’ people were dtsen-  I’ no longer able to ieel  tile
chanted with the Govern- \ :pulse  of the people or m-

‘,‘$$
” said the author / terprete it correctly. It’
attributed the I was therefore unable  to

Malaya  dia&$afaet~on’  i a p p r e c i a t e  tilt: radiCa!
to  the  Government% i CiJall~C  in tbc  ‘rhinking  c*,
’ habit of continually fa- the p+e  from the time
I VOUrh  the Chinese of iudependencc  a n d  a s

without correcting “the I/ tile  1909  t;Lctions  ap-
i real imbalance’ in the
1 z$$,“t$  ‘p”@ess  O! “‘$$ finally  when  it

won by.a  reduced majori-

Mirkillg  it clc~ ILL it
is, not his “vindictiveness
but an exercise in social
responsibi l i t ies”  that  had
If;d,,@p  ,to,  put~pen,to,,1 WOES



.

- -  *‘I-
_ _  .&

into a htate  ;&.shbck  !- Wl&c  it mai &iiienl _I
which.  m&d”ib  ! jidg&:tific t0  K5y tl+  marr@gcs

merit,  And-.  so  murder”:  b e t w e e n  c!ose  felative?  :
and arson  and’:.anarchy  and those mvolvmg  pea-  /
exploded on May 13, ple. who are mentally,
1969. .r’ ” ,~. seta@@  4aue  lil  +&r.;

“That waS  what went : chance 0;
wrong,” Dr Mahatl ’

l&d&$?
mr deficient ,offsprings,  l$ ‘jI ~.said,  closing the  :hap:eT  statement that first /~~..L  *c.witn  ms usuill  Iorceful_^I^ ‘cousin manSages  are. still II

U”lE.

In another chqpter;
Dr Mahathir made “an
intelligent guess” as.  tb

.the  influence of heredi-
t, and environment. dn.-
tie  Malay race.

His v i e w s  hav.e,
however been met with
fierce objections on the
part of social scientists, I,
notably Dr Syed Hussein
Al’Attas.  Professor of (
Malay Studies in the-i
University of Singapore.,

A firm believer in

frequent among Malays’
and result in the ire-
pagation of poorer,’
characteristics is  not ade-
quately supborted.
- He  was definitely
more confident when he ’
talked about the effects’
of the’ environment on
the Malay race. .I

By arguing that the
Chinese  race  has  a
“history .  .  . littered with 1
disasters ‘. ‘ . and a ,i
custom’ d&e&g  that ’
marriage  should not be
within-the same clan,” :
the author saw a “hardy ;
race” hi  the Chinese. . . . , #.

ONSLAUGHT 1. ‘. ‘,

Mendel’s  Law of Here-
dity, Dr  Mahathir be-
lieved that “heredity
factors play an import-
ant part in the develop-
ment of a race.”

While he was vague-in 1
citine  the soecific  traits
of th>  Malays  which are
genetically determined,  i t
was obvious that he
believed genes exert con-
siderable influence.

He asks: ‘IHow  much
of the parents
characteristics are in-
herited? How much of
the less tangible
characteristics such as
intelligence, diligence,
resourcefulness, etc, are’
inherited?”

In contrast, the 1964
Unesco Statement on
Race states:  “According
to present knowledge,
there is no nroof  that
groups of  m&kind  differ
in their  innate mental
characteristics, whether
in respect of intellifience
o r temperament  . - The
scientific  evidence  in-
dicates  11::lt  ihc  range of
mental ..+ci!ies  in all
ethnic ;;:‘ou~ls  js ” .:ch
tbc  bnir~+:.”

By contras t , in
Malava  where “food
could-  be  found and
grown in plenty on these.i
plains, and fish and meat
must have been easy to -1
come by . . . the Malays
became . primarily
olainsmen, cultivators
&d  fishermen.“.

“The Malavs  whose
own hereditary and en-
vironmental influence
had been so debil i tat ing, .
could do nothing  but
retreat before- the,
onslaught  of  the  Chinese
immigrants,” the author
concluded.

Less  people, ‘including
political scientist Dr
Chandra Muzaffar of
Universiti  Sains Malaysia,
would argue against  the,
effect of geographical en- ;
vironment on humari
characters.

* M o r e , however,’
would object  to the,
author’s interoretation.of  ‘;
t h e  socio-kconotiic  i

../

histoj  of- the country, - A.&&a;  -.-the.
:-

‘Y
&hor-  .rl:  Ecooom in-

and the character of the argued that “in  order to ,:‘., traduced
Pol,&y  I

after tne  May
’ protect  and preserve: .  : l3 tragedy* 1Malay race.

The critics’ &i&d,:  their status, certain laws.,  clu;T,“lts;,to~w~no“~~
out  that  the l ives  of  rthe;  are  necessary.”
M a l a y  .farmers  and: “Unless  t h e  Chiii&e r,. ._  ,,__,much out of “academic”
ihhermen  were hot as; in  pa&ula
easy  as the author. had to h&l  ba

r are  wi&k  zo;  th~t~f;;“d’,“bb&

- Ick a&_ .aD-&ted  them  to be,  ‘- - - : - - - - - J r .  - - - -
Neither can the’M4ay.i

$clate  the need to br-‘,  b~a?+it-auth
ing the  Malays  up  in the’, or sam  1‘*  ‘hat

personality traits-‘ be  1 economic  field, not  even  :’ he.  $ll hold 1s on to the
generalised as fatal ist ic , : ,

.----A  :-
indlscipiined,

the  detemination of the  opmlon  expressco  111 t h e
non-

puc&ial,  incapabic  o f
Malays  and the schemes book and that  s ince then

?::I(!  work. ;nd easy-
of the Govetnmegt’  can “pebple  have come

:‘,  ,inp. he1P to “lve  the  Mday
1 around to my views

rather than I have. come-.  ---0.
* Cr Mahathir: ecomomit  dilemma.” arouno  10  I~-  d I- their views.”

.~:,rtinglr  b&&d  that the  :
British were ,:partly  to{
tilame  for the  backwkd-.  1

ness  of the Malay race.. I.-!
. .‘:The  British ,did’..hoti
merely divide the Malays’
from the  Chinese, l$$
went on to divide &;
rural Malays  from ti6;
town Malays  (which) %f-  :
fected  the character .‘>o$
the Malays  considerably,  ;

and rendered them ‘mbre  :
and more impotent
politically ‘-  a,fid,
economically, ” he said. .

T h e authoi ,.-h&d  ’
however some good -
words to say <about  the ;
colonial master::‘*Y’B6fore
‘Independence the Brit ish , .
ruled the country well.
They may not have given :.
the non-British in-
habitants the ‘best of i
everything,  but  c&tainly.l
they were expe&  ad- :
ministrators.” ,’

In like manner, he.
also believed that ?the. 1
feudalist *  inclination .’  of’
fhe  Malay is not damag-
mg,”  because “it makes’
for an orderly law-i’
abiding society.” 1

On the whole, the -’
author gave a very strong,
and val id defence  for the,  .
urgent need to co&&
the imbalances that  exist  ;,,.
between the Malays  and’;:’
the Chinese by a formula 11
which he called “ion-j
structive  protection,” i

the
Putting the Malay-in  ’

same category‘ with
the Red.  Indians of

He also believed that
at the initial stage, it is
necessary that “a select ‘/
few,’  among the Malays  !
should become r ich. - i

“With the  existence ‘/
of thk few  rich Malays  at
least  the poor Malays  can : b

.say  that their fate is not
entirely to serve the rich ’
non-Malays. From the, :

’
point of view ‘of racial; I

ego,  and this’  ego is  stiI$
strong, the<  un&e@ngly/i
existence of Malay 1%;
coons is essential,” he ra:l
tionalised. I

For non-economic
fo&ula  for interracial ”
harmony, the author i
-recommended that  !
“l~guage  and,  w in- :
timately .related  culture . i
‘remain Lssentiai  .factors  -
in the ‘establishment of

’ nat ional  unity.”
He believed that the

Malays, “the definitive
original people of
Malaya,” should  ins i s t
upon the non-Malays  to
speak nothing but
MW, “the definiti+e
l a n g u a g e  o f the
country.”

Incidentally, Revulusi
Mental a book oroduced
b y  the  Urn& Y o u t h
movement the same year

,T&he  Malay  Di l emma was ;
+?ublished,.  holds quite
&xpilar ideas particularly
‘those. .t.ouching  t h e  /
character of the Malays.

Dr Mahathir himself
was told that his book
was used as the basis‘for
drafting t h e  N e w

Perhaps,  the l i f t ing of
ban  on  The Malay
Dilemma, exDected  to hit
local sales iecord,  .will
helo.  the Prime Mmlster
to  *put  h is  p&onal  con:
vi&on  to his people in a
more positive manner
that  wil l  prove workable

‘for  the total  good of  the
country.
I__.
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