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LABUAN, Tues.\—

By AMIN OMAR | U/
Malaysia will work towards regw;_;

lating the in-flow of the “much-needed” Indonesian‘
‘1labour force, said Datuk Seri :

here today.

3 Saying the matter

. Dr Mahathir Mo ! .

*

of Indonesian workers was dis-.

cussed with President Suharto in Tawau yesterday, the
Jacting Prime Minister said the entry of Indonesian
. .workers should-be conducted in a broper manner.

he said at. a pre-de-
ariyre press con-

day visit to Sabah.
He did not elaborate on
the proposed regulations.

sian illegal immigrants
now in the country, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
‘sald: “We will legalise
them if possible, other-
wise we will send them
back."”

Malaysia wanted"
thesc foreign workers -
as legal labour and not’
as illegal immigrants, °

efence after a four-

Asked about Indone-

Although he e¢X- [billion allocation undér”
‘changed views with Pres- | the Fourth Malaysia
ident Suharto on interna- ! Plan, he,said the amount
tional matters, the thrust - agked for was “big” and
of the informal talks was | came Lo aboutl one-fifilyof
on furthering economic | the plan's lolal allocition
co-operation, specifically | of about $40 billion: )
:m energy supply andmo- ©  He realised Sabah.

Or Cars. _ inceded a bigger alloca-,
» He sald he obtained | '{jon, but h'§ & as '?,_?SLO
from the President a, jwyre thatthe Statg was
firm commitment for the | capable of obtaining al-
supply of liquefied petro- . (arnative financial
leum gas (LPG) and coal - gources. .
— the former for use by ,  He¢ added-thal the’
motor ‘vehicles and the' pgurth Malaysia Plan
. latter for electricity and will be tabled in Par-
industries, particularly )jament next month.

-
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| ment,"” he said.

He sald that during his
talks with the Indonesian
President, he expressed
Malaysia's gratitude to
Indonesia for allowing
Indonesians to come to,
Malaysia to work.

“The Indonesians are
good workers and they
have helped in
Malaysia's develop-

He estimated that

there were more than

100,000 Indonesian work-

erslnSabah
Datuk Seri

fair to put the entire |
blame on Indonesian/!
workers for crimes..in!

certain areas, although i, I
- President Suharto as-"’
i-sured Malaysia thal In-
~donesia will be in a posi-. ;

some may be involved.
The acting Prime Min-
ister, however, sald
Malaysia only needed to,
import foreign workers!
for certain areas where,
there were labour short--

ages.
Study

“If other countr!gs can

take our workers, t‘hen we !

can take wox:kers ‘from.
other ¢tountries,” he said.

He cited Sam}i Arabla

and Singapore 'as among
those using Malaysian
manpower, ‘but ‘said:.

“These are frigndly coun- . .
-tries and'the presence of '

our workers:there does
not mean'we must start a
confnontation with'
them.” *

Dr,
Mahathir said it was un- r

cement.
Malaysia, he said, was

conducting a feasibility:

study into the use of LPG

as a substitute for petrol|.

in motor vehicles.
‘Malaysia’s ‘LPG will
not come on-strcam for)
some time yet and the
LNG, which will be avail-
able earlier, was not suit-
able for motor vehicles.
. It was esscniial for|
Malaysia to know -wheth-

er Indongﬂa.go&lt_i_gyply

the LPG in casc the stud-
ics show that the swilch

from pctroleum codld: hey.
‘cfiected: .immediately,

-The' quantium ‘of - LI’G
supply from” Indonesia
was not mentioned, bul

tiqn to fulfil her needs.
On coal, Datuk Seri Dr

A large crowd of Stale
dignitaries, led by Chicf
Minister Datuk Harris
Sallch, bid the acting
Prime Minister {arcwell

" at Labuan airport.

In Jdakarta, Bernama
rcports that Indonesia

“will supply coal from iis

- mines
Malaysian power plants. .

in Sumatra for

Mines and. Encrgy
Minister Prof Subroio

said the mines wereiclose |
Lo Peninsular Me. l.aysm )

and there were adgquate
supplies to mecet
Malaysia's nceds.
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Mahathir said it was c¢s- -
seniially for the cement
industry and ncew elec-

iricily power statlons.
Oil, the present energy

.»source for both, was ex-

. pensive and the swilch to -

coal would stabilisc ce-
ment prices and clectrici-
Ly ralcs, he said.

On his visit 1o Sdbah.
the acting Prime Min-
ister said it had béen
most beneficial
was salisfied  with the
rate of development’in
ihe State.

Asked whether this
will mean Sabah:oblain-

- ing the requesled $8

and he. |

.
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