
BANGI, Tues. - Datuk Seri ,, Dr. ’ ‘~‘$~$r”,‘~~~~j;;;~ 
jMahathir_._mohamad today sug- which will bring benefit 
gested the formation of a con- T&P,nlyb$ $: piz;t 
sultative body to ensure that de- hereafter. 
velopment programmes con- “I feel that the holding 
formed with Islamic values. of the seminar on De- 

velopmcnt Concept in Is- 

P 

He said the proposed body should corn- lam now is appropriate,” 
rise Government officers, scholars and he added. 
blamic professional groups who would He said the Gdvern- 

eXamin63 and make ~SSt?SS~ClltS on Islam-,‘ment would launch the 
ic values so that the findings could be used Fourth Malaysia PIan 
as a basis for drawing up development short1y which would ex- 
pro ammes. 

8 
tend the orevious efforts 
taken by the Government e added that the COnSUltatiVC body to develop the natlon and 

could give first and second ppinions tttr people. 
besides making the necessary mod- Ho said that looking at 
iffcations to technology which, until today, the successes in 1m- 
had been imported frog the West. plementlng develcpment . . . -- 

I ’ proJecta m me past, It 
The Acting Prime: was evident that more 

: Minlster w&a speaking concerted effort was 
tL;;=&P”$ ,‘h; needed. I 

;Datuk Serf c D-r_. 
hfhthathir said the people 

iz~d -complement. the 
eflorta mqde by the Gov- 
ernment and utilise’ 
whatever opportunities 
crellted through the varl- 
ous development pro-, 
grammes. 

He said it was impor- 
tant that discussions on 
the relationship between 
development and Islam. 
be held to eliminate any 
doubt and misconception 
regarding their re- 
latlonship. 

He added this w&s’ es- ._.. 

Development iConcept 
in Islam at the Univer-’ 
eiti Kebangsaan,,here. : 

He said due attention: 
should be given to the Is-, 
lamic socio-economic, 
monitoring system in] 
case the recommenda-’ 
tions towards modifying 
development structure 
‘according to Islamic val- 
uea could be tested, T 

On criticisms by re-1 
liglous leaders against 
Government develop- 
ment projects, Datuk Seri 
Dr. Mahathlr said they 
should offer alternative pec1allY so in view of tne 
suggestions rather than ,fact that more and more 
merely crltlclsing what- Muslims in Malaysia 
ever weaknesses there were giving greater 
were in the present sys- thought towards iSSUeS 
tern. related to Islam and re- 

liglon. 

Datuk Seri Dr. 
Mahathir said such 
views would only result 
in brln 

f 
ing about a situ- 

ation 0 non-action. 
He said religious val- 

ues did not represent 
negathe factors in ef- 
forts towards develop- 
ment. 

1sla.m was a way of life 
and aa such all aspects in 
carrying out daily ac- 
tivities could be suited to 
Islamic teachings. 

Similarly, he said, 
whatever development 
projects carried out by 
the Government were 
meant to improve the 
livelihood of the people in’ 
conformity, with the Is- 
lam@ way of life. 

He’aaid it was lm- 
parative that steps were 
taken to include experts 
on ‘Islam in any dls- 
cussion on development 
p&s. _ ‘, 

,“If we can find consul- 
rzants In various pro- 
fessional fields, we can 
also find experts on re- 
ligious studies. 

“Such officials can be 
engaged to offer advice 
on Government devclop- 
mont projects,” he added. 

L’ 



First step I 

He said although dis- 
cueslons on efforts in im- 
proving th$ livelihood of 
bumtput’raa had been 
held frequently,: 
bumlputra Pevelopment 
according to Islamic 
principles had rarely 
been discussed. ; 

“This seminar 1s the 
first step towards study- 
ing in depth the develop- 
ment of the Muslim corn+ 
munlty or bumlputras, 
la lng emphasis on the 
Is amlc phllosophy and I 
concepts which must be 
understood by. Jeaders. 
planners, Implementors, 
admlnlstratlve officers, 

-“This development 1s 
encouraging, but it also 
requires that whatever 
development that is 
being carried out is not 
done in a manner that is 
contradictory to Islam,” 
he said. 

group6 that purposely 
mlslntorpreted the rc- 
latlonshlp between de- 
velopment and Islam. 

They #resTed that Is- 
lam was’ eohservative. 
out of datepnd did not fit 
Fa,;lth development, he 

These groups cited, 
whatever failures there 
were as examples for 
their argument. 

He added there Bere 
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