Pla

MALAYSIA intends

to set up'govern-

ment-to-govern-
ment trade re-
lations with China
to ensure direct
trade between the
two countries, Act-
ing Prime Minister
‘and Trade and In-
dustry Minister Da-
tuk 8Ser!t Dr
thir Mohama
said yesterday.

The direct trade re-
lations, he sald, would
eliminate the need for
both the countries to
use third countries.

Replying to Datuk His-
hamuddin bin Haji
Yahaya (NF-Maran}),

TR
.l

triade ties

China —

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said another advantage
of government-to-gov-
ernment contacts was
that trade opportunities
could be distributed
equally
Malaysian busincssmen
of all races.

Lower costs

He sald Pernas Trad-
ing 8dn Bhd was set up in
1971 to improve trade re-
lations between Malaysia
and China and it was re-
sponsible for erranging
trade missions between
the two countries.

Since 1971, 19 trade
misslona, which included

127 bumiputra busi- .

nezsmen, visited China.
These missions gave

among -

bumiputra businessmen .

opportunities to go to Chi-
na at lower costs.

The exchange of trade
misslons, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir said, had re-
sulted in an increase in
trade between Malaysia
and China.

In 1071, total direct
trade belween both coun-
tries amounted to $6.3
million. The figure in-

creased to $6498 million‘

laat year.
Datuk Seril Dr
Mahathir sald 11

bumiputra companics
wore preasently involved
in the China trade.

Two of these com-
anies imported directly
rom China while the rest

traded through agents
from third countries.

He sald the bulancc ~of
irade was in favour 'of
China before the setthq_r
up of Pernas Trading bul

- 1t had now levelled.

To & supplementary
question by Mr Chan
Teck Chan (Ind-Kota
Melaka) Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathyr

Dr Mahathir said it de-
pended on bumipuiras
theinselves If they want
to Increase their business
in the China trade.

Encik Muhiylddin had

" asked wheiher the Min-

sald Pernas'’
gave opporiunties to all

i

businessmen who wished
to trade with China, {0 go :

wiih the trade missions.

Reluctant

“If some businessmen
were to go more ofien, it
would not befair 1o oth-
ers,” he added.
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istry was aware that the
Chinese preferred to
trade with traditional.
partners and were reluc-
tant "to trade with
bumlpuira businessmen.

Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir said it was
common all over the
world for buainessmen to
trade with their tradi-
tional partners.

He sald before the ap-

: pointment of Pernas
To another question _l. II)‘

rading, there were no

' bumipuira businessmen
involved In trade with
China.
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