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MALAY SLA intends 
to set up’govern- 
ment-to-govern- 
ment trade re- 
lations with China 
to ensure direct 
trade between the 
two countries, Act- 
ing Prime Minister 

‘and Trade and In- 
f;$y yi$jer Da- 

Dr 
J!&&athir MohamaQ 
nald yeaterday. 

The direct trade re- 
latlone, he sald, would 
eliminate the need for 
both the countries to 
use third countries. 

Replying to Datuk His- 
hamuddln bin Hajl 
Yahaya (NF-Maran), 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathlr 
said another advantage 
of government-to-gov- 
ornment contact8 was 
that trade opportunltles 
could be distributed 
oqually among 
Malayslan buslncaamen 
of all races. 

Lower costs 
He said Pernaa Trad- 

Ing Sdn Bhd was set up in 
1071 to improve trade re- 
latlonn between Malaysla 
and Chlna and it was re- 
sponsible for arranging 
trade mbslons between 
the t\vo countries. 

Since 1971, 19 trade 
mlsslona, which included 
127 bumlputra busl- 
newsmen, visited China. 

Thcsc mlsslons gave 

bumlputra buslncssmon 
opportunities to go to Chl- 
na at lower costs. 

The exchange of trade 
mlsnlons, Datuk Serl Dr 
Mahathlr said, had rc- 
suited in an increase In 
trado between Malayelu 
and ChIna. 

In lQ71, total dlrcct 
trade betwocn both coun- 
trieo amounted to $0.3 
million. The flgurc ln- 
creaeed to $64W million 
last yoar. 

Datuk Serl Dr 
Mahathlr sald 11 
bumlputra companies 
wore preaently involved 
In the China trade. 

Two of these com- 

4 
anlea lmported dlrcctly 
rom China while the rest 

traded through agents 
from third countries. 

Hc said the balance!-of 
trado was in fuvour ‘of 
Chlna bekrc the settlilg 
up of Pernas Trading but 
It hud noti IevclIod. ’ 

To a supplementary 
qucstlon by Mr Chall 
Tack Ghan (Ind-Kota! 
Mclaka) Datuk Serf Dr’ 
Mahathjr aald Pernas:, 
gavo opportuntics t0 all i. 
bu:~lncssmen who wlshcd 
to trado with China, to go : 
wlih the trade mlsslons. 

Relucbnt : / 

“If some buslncasmen I 
were to go more often, It 1 
would not be’ fair to 0th. 
erB ” ho added. 

j 
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Dr Mahathir said It de- 
pended on bumlputras 
thcmselvos If they want 
to lncroase their business 
in the Chlna trade. 

EnclkMuh~IyIddin had 
asked whether the Mln- 
Istry was awaro that the 
Chlnosc preferred to 
trade tiith traditional. 
purtncrs and were reluc- 
tant -to trudo with 
bumlputra buslnessmon. 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathlr said It was 
common all over the 
world for buslnessmcn to 
trade with their tradl- 
tlonal partners. 

He said before the ap 
polntment of Pernas 

TO another question I Tradlng, there wore no 
Enclk Muhigiddin ;/ bumlputra businessmen 

Mohamod Yassin I Involved In trade with 
(NF-Pags~Ji), Datuk Scrl 1 ChIna. 

c 

. 
. 


	Plan for direct trade ties with China - Mahathir (NST 24/03/1981)

