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KUALA LUMPUR, APllRl. IOERNAMA) - MALAY&A CANNOT ISQtAfE 

l?sELF FROM THE DECCSlONS OF OPEC TO RAISE OIL PRICES, THE PEWAM 
_ RAKYAT WAS "FOLD TODAY, 

YAS EFPORTED FROM OPEC COUNYFZIE-S, 
k!_Si>, THE BF?ICE OF OlL PRODUCEG BY MALAYS8A WOULS IIEPEND ON 

?1_tC F’R ECE DETERMI NED BY OPEC, HE SAi D IN REPLY 
S’O A tiRf TTEN QUERY FROM ENC iK CWkN TECK CWAN ( LNDEPENDENT- 
KG-i-A MELAKA) DUR I NG QUESTi ON 7-l ME, 

&EVERTHELESS, HE SAi 3 THE GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN NOT LESS T%AN 
Ft VE STEPS TO PREVENi^ THE EFFECTS OF AN 0 OPEC OEL F381CE,HEKE 
G;\! I-i% COUNi'SY, THE DEPU?Y PR 3 id;E ;\r! id 1 STER Sk I II: 
-3ERMAMA 2644/AN 

._ _ 
PARLIAM&+-OPEC 2 KUALA LUMPUR 

Lh ._;; 

HE SAID THE STEPS INCLUDED ’ 
REDUCiNG THE DEPENDENCE ON-FOREIGN IMPORTED OIL BY 
DEVELOPING OFF-SHORE GAS RESERYES, ECONOMlSE ON KNOWN OIL RESERVES, 
CONTINUE WITH EFFORTS TO EXPLORE FOR GAS AND.USE HYDRO-ELECVRIC 
POWER. 

ON OIL EXPLORATION .HE SAID PETRONAS PLANNED TO OPEN UP TWO NEW 
CONTRACT AREAS .OFF SAkAWAK THIS YEAR. 

REPLYING TO ANOTHER QUESTI~M FROM ENc~K CHAN ’ DATUK SERB ' 
DR.MAHAfHIR SAID THE QUESTION OF WHETHER MALAYSiA WANTED TO BE 
A MEMBER OF OPEC DID NO? ARISE AS THE CONTRY'S 'EXPORT OF PETROLEUM 
WAS STILL SMALL. 

THIS POSSIBILITY ALSO DID NOT ARISE BECAUSE MftLAYSld WAS 
A NET IMPORTER IN 1978 AN,D ALSO MALAYSIA HAD NOT BEEN JNVtTED ?O 
BE OME A MEFJIBER,OF OPEC. 
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OPEC HE,ADDED, WAS AN EXCLUS, “E’ORGAN ISATlON CtiNSlSViNG OF 
X3 MEbBER COUNTRIES ONLY ALTHOUGH THERE WERE MORE THAN 40 

OIL-PRODUCING CQUNTROES IN THE WORLD. 
THE CONDDTIONS OF MEMBERSHIP OF OPEC INCLUDED ONE WHICH 

STIPULATES THAT A COUNTRY I’4UST PRODUCE AND EXPORV'A? LEAST ONE 
PER CENT OF ITS VOTAL PRODUCTION OR ABOUT 600,000 
BARRELS PER DAY. 

.REPLYING TO ENCIK LEE LAM THYE (DAP-KUALA LUMPUR BANDAR)' 
DATUK SERI DR.MAHA?HIR SAID THE GOVERNMEN? DID NOT PLAN A Nh 
POLICY ON PRODUC?ION BECAUSE THE PRESEN? POLICY ENSURED 
THAT THE PEOPLE'BENEFITTED FROM'IT. , 

TO A QUESTION FROM ENCIK MUHAYIDDIN HAJI MOHAMAD YASSlN (BN- 
PAGOH) HE'SAID MALAYSIA WAS NO? OBLIGED TO SUBSCRIBE ?O ALL THE 
DEclslbNs OF OPEC BUT WHEREVER SUIPABLE AND WHEN THEY EENEFlf 
?ED THE COUNTRY, SOME DECISIONS WOUL'D BE FOLLOWED. 
I. TO ANO?HER QUESTION FROM THE KOTA MELAKA MEMBER DATUK SERf 

DR. MAHATHIR SAID ,?HERE WAS NO? A SINGLE GOVERNMEN? ,IN THE WOl'sLD 
WHICH COULD PRflM!-SE TWA? THE OIL PRICE 
WOULD NOT GO !' .iS YEAR. 
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