
MAHATHIR-ASEAN 
. . 

KUALA LUPIPUR, APRIL ‘27 --‘7wE. A~~~~UNTR~ES’~ST 
BRACE THEMSELVES TO A HEW ERGY REGIME,WOT# LESS DEPENDE#CE ON 
-01~ AS THE ENERGY PROBLEMS TO BE FACED BY THEM IW.FUTURE YQUl.D BE' 
EVEN MORE ACUTE, DEPUTY PRi?‘IE MlNDSTER/DATUK SERl DR. HAMATHIR 
MOtlAHAb \SA I D-, TODAY, 

_- I _ 

-HE-‘STRESSED THAT IT WAS IMPERATIVE FOR ,TME ASSOCIATlON TO 
COOPERATE IN ENERGY IN VlEW OF THE UORLD’S’EMERGYDIBEXMw A’Dd’D,THE 
GRAVE ECONOMI‘C PROBLEMS CONFRONT’ED BY THE FlVE CBlJNTRIES,~QGETH&R . I 
Y{TH OTHER DEVELORING COUNTRIES, . ’ ,.’ \ ; 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, WHO SAID THIS WMENOPENING TH&ECONIl 
MEETING OF ASEAN’ ECONOMIC MlNl’sTERs ON ENERGY COOPEWATiQN HERE; 
HOWEVER FELT THAT THE ENERGY SITUATION WAS NOT: COMPLEQELY ., 
HOPELESS FOR THE GROUPING. 

-574~), HE SAID, HAD BLESSED ASgABS WlTM A CONSldRABLE A#OUNT 
ON- ENERGY REsO\l*PFS, AND WHILE EACH Of THE MHP$ER* COUNTRIES 
MIGHT HAVE,WIL DIFFER I NG EKERGY RESOURCE EDOWMENTS’, ALL 
OF THEM EXCEPI u, IdGAPORE, HAD ‘PLENTY OF NON-OIL ENERGY RESQUriCES 3 
v~!r~ THFY HAI) YET NOT FULLY UTtklSED,- BERNAMA MORE 1224/## 

- ASEAN 2 KUALA, LUMPUR’ , MAHATH I R i 

i’Ol NTl NG ‘OUT THAT REGIONAL SOLUTI ONS WOULD BOVSOUSLY AFFORD 
THE ADVANTAGES OF ECONOMIES OF SCALE,, HE SAIXh *IN CHARTING OUR . 
ENERGY: DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES, WE MUST NOT LOSE S8GHT OF THE. 
ENORMOUS ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY ADOPTtNG A REGi~WAL~+PPRQACH . . 
TO RESOURCE UTlLlSATlON AND MANAGEMENT. 

, 

+-THE SLOW PROGRESS MADE IN THE UTILISATION BF ALYERNATiVE 
SOURCES OF ENERGY; CAN BE ATTRIBUTED T@ THE SHASSI VE 1NVESTMENTS 
REQUIRED FOR THE I R DEVELOPMEP!T WHICH’ WbULD BE TOO @EAT & BURDEN’ 
TO BE BORNE BY ONE Sl NGLE MEMBER COUHTRY,<t 

+SUCH COST ,CAN BE Mi TIGATED BY (4OlNT COQPERATOVE ENDEAVBURS,+ 
DATUK SERI DR.. MAHATHIR SAlD THE, ASEAN COUHTRtES WERE 

EXECESSIVELY DEPENDENT ON,OiL FOR THEIR EWEROY REQUIFqEMENTs’ 
DEPENDENCE Obi *OIL RANGED’ FROM 82 PER CENT FOR+ THAICAND TO AL?b$T 
100 ,PER CENT FOR SI NGAPORE. 

THEREFORE, GHE,CURRENT INSECURITY OF MJBRLD Ofh SUPPLY AND 
THE DRASTIC RISE IN CRUDE OIL PRICES WERE COMPELLDNB REASONS 
FOR ASEAN COUNTRIES NOT ONLQ ?O LOWER. TWEIR DEPEWDENCE ON OIL ’ 
BUT ALSO TQ DIVERSIFY THEIR ENERGY S@E GlV!b#G,pRO#lNEMCE TO THE 

JIEVELOPMEMT AND PTI t I SATI ON OF ALTERNATD VE ENERGY’ ~SOUWCES,- 
‘BERNAMA MORE 124O/MK ,J 

. 

W 



N010 (F) 
, \ 

MAHATHIR-ASEAN. 3 KUALA LUMBUR ,’ ’ 

THEI‘R QLANNING HE SAID ‘MUST iLLOW FOR UNCkRTAHdTY, P+RTl- 
CULARLY WHEN SO MbCH WAS A+ STAKE, , 

+THE MAN IN THE STREET PI;ITS Hi S EQOS ‘IN MORE THAIi OW BASKET, 
AND WE MUST IN OUR TURN KEEP ENERGY OPTIONS OPEN WHENEVER’WE CAN, 
SO THAT RISKS CAN BE SPREAD OVER A WIDE FRONT, HE ADDED. 

+THE LESSONS OF THE LASY DECADE HAVE IMPRESSED UPON US ON ‘THE 
IMPERATIVE OF PURSUING STRATEGDES THAT WOULD ABSOLVE OURsELVEs 
FROM BEING CAPTIVE TO DlSRUPTlONS IN Oil. $UPPblEY So THAY WE 
CAN CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN OUR IMPRESSIVE ECONOWIC 6RWTH RATE8 
DQPl TE’ RECESS I ON AMONG OECD’.COUNTR i ES AND THE 6ROW I N6 ,TWREAy 
OF ~P2OTECTIONISM.+ 

THi S DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHi R \ADDED, MUST SURELY BE THE 
YHRUSY ~YHE ASEAN ENERGY POLICIES. 

HE &So NOTED WtyH APPRECiATiON.THE V!BOROU&EFFORTs PURSUED .’ 
& THE ASEAN,cOMMITYEE ON’SCIENCE AND 7ECHNOLOGY YOxKPAND RESEARCH 
.,AND DEVELOPMENT IN ALTERNATIVE SOURCES of ENERBY.-WRNAMA MORE 
f313/AM 
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- ASEAN 4 KUALA LUMPUR , I 

THE ,DEPUTY PRIME MlNtSYER SAID THE ASEAN POWER GRID WAS ANOkHER 
AJ-TRACTIVE PROPOSlTlON FOR REGIONAL, COOPERAVION AND + PERHAPS 
OFFERS THE BEST SOLUTION FOR THE POOLING OF,NQN:TRAN$PORTABL.E AND 
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES SUCH AS HYDRO ELECTRIC AND,QEBTHER#AL 
POWER AMONG MEMBER COUNTRIES.+ 

YHECHNOLOQY WAS NOW AV’IALBLE, HE SRI D, FOR TRANS#I &ON Ot ‘\ 
POWER OVER LONG Dl STANCES AT AN ECONdMl C COST (PE WI TTI #Q THE FEA- l 

S \B! L 1 TV OF TAPPI NG s’i TES FROM CENTRES OF CONSUMP I ON. s 
+TH! S MEANS FOR INSTANCE“THAT THE EXCESS HYDRO ~ELECYR ii POTEN- 

YIAL IN SARAWAK BESIDES BEING TRANSMiTYED TO PENINSULAR MALAYSIA 
;;UtJlr;LSO PERHAPS BE SUPPLIED TO KALIHANTAN IN INDONESIA,+ 

+LIK;Wl’SE, 1 NDONESI A’S H;;RO- ELECTRIC &jTPUy FRO%19 A$AHAN IN 
SUMATRA dXkD BE EXPORTED TO’ PEN I NSULAR: .HALAj’si’A*+ 

CURgNyLY, YHE ASEAN’ COUNTRir ES HE SAID WERE DEPENDENT ON ’ 
OIL F_M ALbOST 80 PER CENT OF lY§‘TOTAL E&YRtcCTY QENERATION 
AHD WXNT STUD I ES ~ REVEALED THAT ASEAN ELECTR I C, POWER WAS PROJhXD 

‘. 

TT, !hCREASE B’f, ABOUT 3G 4% BETWEEN NOW’ AND 19$0,,-BERNAMA MORE / , , ., 
‘Wf4 ’ (F) 

\ 

MAHljTtit~fk - ASEAN 5 KUALA LUMPUR . . , 

TH'E CAPITA; INVESTMENT REQU.lREP FOR Ttsl,$ PROJECTED INC;RE%GE., 
IN GENERAYING CAPACJTY’WOULD AMOUNT ,To ABOUT,846 Bl.Lk.‘,iaN (Ai%OGT 

F 

US$20 BILLION), 
DATUK SER I DR, MiHAYiil R ;di D ?HE SHEER MAiil\a i‘PUbE OF, TH1 S F 1 GURE 

MADE A hEGlONAL APPROAC’i TO ELECTR &I TY WFW.Y PCANNiivGP IMPE.RAYtVE 

IN ORDEi? TO ‘OPY1‘MlSE Ttli UTILISATIO& OF CAPlTAi; ANii ENERGY . 
REi;OURCES WI Tk DUE CONSI DEHATiON TO THE !BENEtiI-7S TUT C0U.D ACCKUi( , 

FROM Pt)WER SY’STEM I NTERCONNECTI ONS, 

. 



HE NOTED THAT STEPS HAD. AiREDAY BEEH TAKEN TO ~WdTEiiCO?dN&CT 
THE NATI ONAL ELECTRICITY ,BOARD (#AlAYSI A) PQWER. SYSTEM ‘d1TH THE /’ 
SYSTEDJlS OPERATED BY THE ELECTR 161 TY GENERATI’NG AUTHOR i TY OF TMAj,L,A%G) 
AND THE PUBL tC UTLi TI ES BOARD OF $1 NGAPbRE, 

HE ,SAi D HE WAS ALSO HAPPY THAT THE ASEAN HEADS OF UT:iLr TI ES 
\ 

AT THEIR RECENT’MEET1idQ AT JAKARTA,, HAD’ AGREED TO PURSUE THE 
. 

SUBJECT OF INTERCONNECTION WITH UTMOST URGENCY. 
REFERRING TO COAL AS A VIABLE ENERGY OPTD,ON, HE SAID THE AS&AH 

COUNTRIES EXCEPT SINGAPORE, WERE ENDO,WED Wl7’bl WARYtNG AMOUNT OF 
COAL DEPOSITS RANGING FROM SOME 400 )rllLLlON TO 502 
MlLLlON TONS IN MALAYSIA TO SOME 15 BILLION’TONS IN INDONESIA,-- 
BERNAMA MORE 1328/AM 
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MAh/;T)j $ ;i’__ &rj;+Ay;‘U’- & gb&t,.,I, 4 I,_i.MPbF? 
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HE ALSC) r,OTk;i, ytik~ ‘i_;ic -&&+g- +.&~~~q ,EXFER-F’$ &jfX_fP @&E-F.! tJL8G oh 

(.wol”i,_ fg&g S”i”fi’TEij 7Tij19-r (pjAl, l& &pQl, IF .(-@TlH&_LY aEVEkQP~:~3, * 

WouLC BE i;SL?‘~Ei’“~‘~~ i *~[,,‘f ,Ai’jE{-&$tTII ‘To ,ikI,E;ET -2zGO i fi& c&$$&@‘% ii oh! i 

AS w FUEL 
F:‘i3;q p-t’w’E2 GEiqEg&“j- 1 Of,& E;g;&jc:;pg i; &oU$-fR t ES _ A;!!3 c,m4-m 

. 
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HE ?$A9 D -WE DEVE9_OPWEMT AND uT9.t9$kTD QN OF HOM-O9L U’WtQY’ 
iWRCES MUST SURi-il_Y BE AQiZQt\36 T# PiA9M THRUST OF THE ASEAN p6b9CO'E$ -' 

AND THE FQUNDAT~ON OF %HEBI? dO9NT EWDEAVOURS PPI THE LBBHT OF THE 
HARSH REALDTI' OF UtdPREDi6Tbd,,E M'9Gt4 DWTERNATO ONAL. ENERGY, : _ _ 
PRICES, 

HE FELT 
DIFFER AR9 
THEY ALL S 
THE9R MAW 

+CERTAl 
UNCERTA9N9 
TO PURSUE 
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