MAHATHIR-ASEAN .

KUALA LUMPUR, APRIL 27(E£ERNA£1) - THE. ASEAN COUNTRIES MUST
BRACE THEMSELVES TO A NEW ENERGY REGIME WITH LESS DEPENDENCE ONM
OIL AS THE ENERGY PROBLEMS TO BE FACED BY THEM IN FUTURE WOULD BE
EVEN MORE ACUTE, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER/DATUK SER| DR« MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD \SA | D~ TODAY,
“""HE- STRESSED THAT IT WAS IMPERATIVE FOR THE ASSOCIATION TO
COOPERATE IN ENERGY N VIEW OF THE WORLD’S EMERGYDILEMMA AND THE
GRAVE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS CONFRONTED BY THE FIVE COUNTRIES, TOGETHER
WiITH OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, WHO SAID TH!S WHENOPENING THE SECOND
MEETING OF ASEAN' ECONOMIC MINISTERS ON ENERGY COOPERATION HERE,
HOWEVER FELT THAT THE ENERGY SITUATION WAS NOT COMPLEFELY
HOPELESS FOR THE GROUPING.

"Z574-), HE SAID, HAD BLESSED ASEAN WITH A CONS | DERABLE AMOUNT
ON ENERGY RESO!'>~FS. AND WHILE EACH OF THE MEMBER: COUNTRIES
MIGHT HAVE WIL  DIFFERING ENERGY RESOURGCE EDOWMENTS, ALL
OF THEM EXCEPT ../GAPORE, HAD PLENTY OF NON=OL ENERGY RESOURCES
WH1CW THFY HAD YET NOT FULLY UTiLISED.— BERNAMA MORE 1229 /MK
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POINTING OUT THAT REGIONAL SOLUT!ONS WOULD BOVIOUSLY AFFORD
THE ADVANTAGES OF ECONOMIES OF SCALE, HE SAIDy +IN CHARTING OUR
ENERGY. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES, WE MUST NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE.
ENORMOUS ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY ADOPTING A REGIONAL APPROACH '

- TO RESOURCE UTILISATION AND MANAGEMENT, -
+THE SLOW PROGRESS MADE IN THE UTILISATICON OF ALTERNAT!VE
SOURCES OF ENERGY: CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE MASSIVE INVESTMENTS -
REQUIRED FOR THEIR DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD BE TOO GREAT A BURDEN
TO - BE BORNE BY ONE SINGLE MEMBER COUNTRY.
+SUCH COST 'CAN BE MITIGATED BY JOINT COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOURS +
DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE ASEAN COUNTRIES WERE :
"EXECESSIVELY DEPENDENT ON OiL FOR THEIR ENERGY REQUIREMENT: ..
DEPENDENCE ON.OIL RANGED FROM 82 PER CENT FOR THAILAND TO ALMOST
100 PER CENT FOR SINGAPCRE.
THEREFORE, THE CURRENT INSECURITY OF WORLD O!L SUPPLY AND
THE DRASTIC RISE IN CRUDE OIL PRICES WERE COMPELL ING REASONS
FOR ASEAN COUNTRIES HOT ONLY TO LOWER THEIR DEPENDENCE OWN OIL
BUT ALSO 7O DIVERSIFY THEIR ENERGY BASE GIVING PROM|NENCE TO THE

LDEVELOPMENT AND UTILISATION OF ALTERNATHVE ENERGY SQURCESs
BERNAMA NORE 1240/MK - »
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THEIR PLANNING, HE SAID, MUST ALLOW FOR UNCERTAINTY, PART|=-
CULARLY WHEN SO MUCH wAS AT STAKE, . , o
+THE MAN IN THE STREET PUTS HIS EGGS N MORE THAM ONE BASKET,
AND WE MUST IN OUR TURN KEEP ENERGY OPTIONS OPEN WHENEVER WE CAN,
SO THAT RISKS CAN BE SPREAD OVER A WIDE FRONT, WE ADDED. _
+THE LESSONS OF THE LAST DECADE HAVE |MPRESSED UPON US ON 'THE
IMPERATIVE OF PURSUING STRATEGIES THAT WOULD ABSOLVE OURSELVES
FROM BEING CAPTIVE TO DISRUPTIONS IN OIL SUPPLIES SO THAT WE
CAN CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN OUR IMPRESSIVE ECONOMIC GRWTH RATES
DESPITE RECESS|ON AMONG OECD .COUNTRIES AND THE GROWING THREAT
OF PROTECTIONISM,+ | |
THIS, DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR ADDED, MUST SURELY BE THE
THRUST OF THE ASEAM ENERGY POLICIES. o o
. HE ALSO NOTED WITH APPRECIATION. THE V!GOROUS EFFORTS PURSUED -
BY THE ASEAN COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TO .EXPAND RESEARCH
'AND 3EVELOPMENT IN ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF ENERGY,——BERNAMA MORE
1313/AM ‘ \ '
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THE ASEAN POWER GRID WAS ANOTHER
ATTRACTIVE PROPOSITION FOR REGIONAL. COOPERATION, AND + PERHAPS
RENEWADLE ENERGY RESQURCES SUCH AS NTDNS SLERTRTe ks aearoceaL

DRO ELECTR _GEOQTH
POWER AMONG MEMBER COUNTRIES.+ - - ¢ AND.GF o

THECHNOLOGY WAS NOW AVIALBLE, HE SAID, FOR TRANSMISSION OF
POWER OVER LONG DISTANCES AT AN ECONOMIC COST PERMITTING THE FEA= -
SIBILITY OF TAPPING SITES FROM CENTRES OF CONSUMPT!ON. o

+THIS MEANS FOR INSTANCE THAT THE EXCESS HYDRO ELECTRIC POTEN-
TIAL IN SARAWAK BESIDES BEING TRANSMITYED TO PENINSULAR MALAYS!A
gguggigLSO PERHAPS BE SUPPLIED TO KAL IMANTAN {M INDONESIA,+

+LlKEy(SE, INDONESIA’S HYDRO'ELECTR{C OUTPUT FROM ASAHAN IN
SUMATRA ¢OULD BE EXPORTED TO PENINSULAR -MALAYS|Al+

CURFENTLY, THE ASEAN COUNTRIES, HE SAID, WERE DEPENDENT ON
OfL FOR ALMOST 80 PER CENT OF ITS TOTAL ELECTRICITY GENERATION
AND PECENT STUDIES REVEALED THAT ASEAN ELECTRIC POWER WAS PROJECTED
TO IACREASE BY ABOUT 35 GW BETWEEN NOW AND 1990.-—BERNAMA MORE
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TH INVESTMENT REQUIRED FOR THI'S PROJECTED INGREASE. .
% GENEXATING CAPACITY WOULD AMOUNT TO ABOUT 346 BILLION (ABOCT
US§20_BILLION). - - e e )
. i Re MAHATHIR SAID YHE SHEER MAGNITUDE OF THiS FIGURE
KADE A KEGTONAL APPROAC TO ELECTRLGITY SUPPLY PLANNING IMPERATIVE
IN ORDER TO OPTIMISE Thc UTILISATION OF CAPITAL AND ENZRGY .
RESOURCES WITH DUE CONSIDERATION TO THE 'BENEFITS THAT COULD AGCRUE
FROM POWER SYSTEM |NTERCONNECTIONS.



HE NOTED THAT STEPS WAD. ALREDAY BEEN TAKEN TO INTERCONNECT
THE NATIONAL ELECTRICITY BOARD (MALAYSIA) POWER SYSTEM WITHX THE

SYSTEMS OPERATED BY THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING AUTHORITY OF THA&LA&D‘

AND THE PUBLIC UTLITIES BOARD CF SINGAPORE.

HE -SAID HE WAS ALSO HAPPY THAT THE ASEAN HEADS OF UTIL:TIES
AT THEIR RECENT 'MEETING AT JAKARTA, HAD AGREED TO PURSUE THE
SUBJECT OF INTERCONKECTION WITH UTMOST URGENCY.

REFERRING TO COAL AS A VIABLE ENERGY OPTION, HE SAID THE ASEAN
COUNTRIES EXCEPT SiNGAPORE, WERE ENDOWED W!TH VARYING AMOUNT OF
COAL DEPOSITS RANGING FROM SOME 400 MILLION TO 500

MILLION TONS IN MALAYSIA TO SOME 15 BILLION TONS IN INDONESiA.~=
BERNAMA MORE 1328/AM ' . a
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HE ALSG WOTED THAT THE RECENT ASEAN EXPERTS GROUP MEETING OK
COAL. HAD STATED THAT COAL M ASEAN, IF OPTIMALLY DEVELOPZD,
WOULD BE POTESTIALLY ADEQUATE TO MEET REGOINAL CONSUMBTION
AS A FUEL FOR POWER GENERATION, CEMENT iNDUSTRIES AND OTHER
APPLICATIONE, |
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINIGTER, HOWEVIR, R;ﬁﬁgi~u&21v[§%*ﬁhgﬁ;ﬁ )
NGT JGNORE THE SUBSTANTIAL CORTRIBUTION THAT ENERGY CONLanVaiilh
' ‘ RAN o RS T Y. L0y [ eI
COULD PROVIDE; PARTICULARLY WiTr RISING Ok PRILSG,
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P P MUCH AS 9% PER CENT OF THEIR FROJECTED
COUNTRIeS TUulD RebuCe AL MULH AS 20 7 SR Lbie OF PASIR PaSety
; FFECTING & EROAD PROGRAMSE OF

ERERGY CONSUMPTION N 2990 BY &
ENERGY DEMAND MANAGEMENT.
IN THIS RESPECT, HE FELT THA
BE THE CORNERSTOND OF ASEAK ENE
DATUX SER! DR MAHATHIR SA&i
OUT THE GROUFING'S COOPERATIO
THE ASEAN EMIAGENCY Oli. SHAR
CUALTHAOUGH AL AYSIA AND
PETROLLLN RESOURTES )
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RPN iy 8 onr v s i en s g - & oa g g oy -
MALAYSIA AND (NDONESTA, HE BA1D, WAD RESPLNDLED
TO REQUESTFOR 0f #
COUNTRIES.
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L BUPRLIES FROGM QiU DEFICIT HMEMBER '
+WHAT MATTERS MOST HERE 15 NOT THE AMOUNT THAY 1S SUPPLIED

w ke
BUT THE SRIRIT OF COOPERATION THAT COUNYS,+ WE ADDED.

THE MEETING 15 CHAIRED BY THE MIKISTER OF LHNERGY,
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND POSTS OF MALAYSHA, DATUR LED HMOGHBIE, AMD
1S ATYENDED BY THC MiWi3TER OF SUISNCE, TECHKOLOGY AND ENE%G?

OF THATLANDG, WIHG COMMANDER Trii NANORN BHEANDUGRAVE, TE MIMISTER -
OF MINES AND ENERGY OF INDOHESIA, ., DR SUBROTO, THE MINISTER OF
TRADE ARY INDUSTRY OF 3INGAPORE, PROFESSOR ENCIX GOH CHOK TONG,
egfggg%‘ﬁaM5$TﬁR OF CNERGY OF THo PHILIPPINES, ENDIK GERUMING

EARLIER, DATUK LEQ HOGGIE, W Hi%
HAD BEEN DONE TO BUT INTO ZFFECT THE PLEDGES BADE o L
BY THE ENERGY MINISTERS SINCE THEIR FIRSYT MEETIHNG IW Ball SEVEN
MONTHS AGD,~-BLRNAMA MORE 1408/MK = S
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. HE SAID THE DEVELOPMENT AND UTILISATiON OF NON-OIL ENERGY ,'
SOURCES MUST SURELY BE AMONG THE MAIN THRUST OF THE ASEAN POLICIES
AND THE FOUNDATION OF THEIR JOINT ENDEAVOURS IN THE LIGHT OF THE
SARSH REALITY OF UNPREDICTABLE HIGH INTERNATICNAL ENERGY

RICES, o s L o

HE FELT THAT WHILE THEIR RESPECTIVE EMPHASIS ARD SCCPE MIGHT

DIFFER ARISING FROM THEIR ENERGY RESQURCE ENDQWMENTS, -
THEY ALL SHARED A COMMON ASPIRATION, THAT 18, TO DEPART FROM |
THEIR MEAVY DEPENDENCE ON OlL IN. MEETING THEIR ENERGY REQUIREMENT.,

~ <CERTAINLY, IN A WORLD PRESENTLY ENGULFED WiTH NUMEROUS
UNCERTAINITIES, WE CAM NO LONGER AFFORD TO POSTPRONE DECISIONS
TO PURSUE CONCERTED E-FORTS TO ACHIEVE OUR COMMOK GOALS,+ HE
ADDED.—~ BERNAMA 1420 /MK o :
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