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¥UALA LUMSUR . MAY 15 (BERNAMA) == A FIVE-YEAR-LONG TEST OF
g T (T IES ARD APFITUDES , H1S ACGEPTANGE BY ALL
MALAYS (4G 16 OVER, [DATUK SER| DR. MANATHIR MOHAMAD HAS PASSED
WiTH ELYING COLOURS. AND IS POTSED TO BE THE NEXT PRIME MINISTER,

#38 Ewh SHMOOLD SEE THE NATION ACHIEVING GOALS FOR wnzcué S
WHUR RE € IROT GSPOUSED THEM, HE WAS BRANDED AN wmaé EXTREMIST .
AND RACIALiG7e — FOR {DEAS WHICH WERE ONLY TOO FAR AHEAD OF THEIR
TN, , > S
PEAAT CALLED FOR MALAYSIAR SOCIETY TO BE RESTRUCTURED ‘
S0 THAT M ISUTRAS HAVE A MORE MEANINGFUL STAKEs WE HAD URGED
THAT POVERTY, ESPECIALLY N THE RURAL AREAS, BE ERADSCQTED% .
HE WAD VANTED NATIONAL UNITY TO BE FORGED THROUGH A SINGLE LANGUNK
B "OIUECHGY BEEN ACCEPTED BY MALAYSIANS AT ALL LEVELS — |
HERESY TO THEM ARE NOW ACCEPTED FACTS OF LIFE,
CIVES. T
S0 MANY 2 iDEAS OF HiS, INCLUDING ONE FOR +RICE- ESTATES«
Yo o s £ 1468 MORE VIABLE, ARE ONMLY NOW SEEING REALISATION,

; OUYER THE MATION®S LEADERSHIP AT § TIME yﬁﬁh Hisg

LINE OF YR imSiNS AND THAT OF OTHER MALAYSIANS AS A WHOLE ARE
CONGRUENT . ~ BERNAMA MORE 1730/A41
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~ MANY ST{iLL REMEMBER THE SHOCK THAT REVERBERATED FROM DATUK
HUSSEIN ONN’S SELECTON OF DATUK SER{ DR, MAHATHIR AS HIS KO,
g?Ggg%N SEVERAL BARISAN NAS JONAL LEADERS-FOU&P FT’HARD T0

2 . . !

BUT HIS QUALITIES AND LEADERSHIP STYLE WERE SOON APPARENT we
A PRAGMATIC, QUTSPOKEN MAN WHO SEES HIS RESPOMS {BILITIES CLEARLY
AMD EXECUTES THEM FIRMLY, DECISIVELY. HE TOLERATES NO NONSENSE, v

WHILE BEING DEPUTY PRéMﬂERg HE ALSO HELD THE EDYCATION PORTFOLIO
AND LATER, YRADE AND INDUSTRY, to ,

THE Eﬁﬁ@ﬁ?f@@ BYSTEM SAW S{GNIFICANT EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT:
ADWMINISTRAY (0N OF TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS WAS STANDARDISED: DI3C]P-
%&g%oéﬁgﬁﬂ STUDENTS MORE STRICTLY ENFORCEDs THE TEACHMERS® LOT

i g -

TRERE WAS A SURGE OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT INTO MALAYSIA: THE
COUNTRY®S |KBUBTRIAL BASE DIVERSIFIED AND EXPANDED: HEAVY INDUSTRIES _
HAVE BEGUN TO GAIN A STAKE N THE ECONOMY: BUMIPUTRA PARTICIPATION
IN BCONCMIC ACTIVITIES WAS ACCELERATED THROUGH VARIOUS SCHEMES

AND INCENTIVESs THE MALAYSJAN ECONOMY HAD BECOME TME ENVY OF EVEN_fgfgng.

BEVERAL DEVELOPED NATIONS, —— BERNAMA MORE 1734/Af
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DATUK SER| DR, MAMATHIR WAS ONLY 20 WHEN HE BECAME ACTIVE IN
POLITICS, AT WAR'S END HE WAS SECRETARY OF THE KEDAH MALAY UNION.
ARD JOINED UMNO SOON AFTER DATUK HUSSEIN’S FATHER, DATUK OKN
JAAFAR, FOUNDED T iN 1946, v

1N THOSE PRE-{NDEPENDENCE DAYS HE WROTE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ON
- THE PLIGHT OF THE POOR, THE RURAL FOLK, THE LESS PRIVILEGED. A

KEDAR BOY, ME SYUDIED MEDICINE IN SINGAPORE AND SERVED IN HIS
HOME STATE FOR FOUR YEARS BEFORE EMTER ING PRIVATE PRACTICE IN 1957,-
HE WON THE KOTA STAR SEAT TO BECOME AN MP iN 1964, AND A YEAR
LATER BECAME AN UMND SUPREME COUNCIL MEMBER, i

THE 1969 GENERAL ELECTION WHICH SAW THE EROSIOM OF THE NiCY J5

CHOLD OVER THE ELECTORATE ALSOG COST DATUK SERH DRe MAHATHIR HIS

SEAT : S
H%& ORASH QUTBPOKENESS ON MATTERS WHICH WERE THEN CONS {DERED
TOO BENSITIVE LED VO HIS EXPULSION FROM UMNO THE SAME YEAR, .- . .

TWO AND A HALF YEARS SAW A MORE SUAVE MAHATHIR REJOINING UMNO
UNDER TUN A3DUL RAZAK®S LEADERSH{P, HE WAS RETURNED TO THE SUPREME
‘gggggit WITH THE HIGHEST MEMBER OF VOTES IN THAY YEAR’S GENERAL

BLY o ) o, . ,

HE WAS APPOINTED A SENATOR IN DECEMBER 1972 AND MADE CHAIRMAN ¢
OF FiMA (FOOD IWDUSTRIES OF MALAYSIA SDN BHD), A GOVERNMENT-OWNED
COMPANY, -~ BERNAMA MORE 1739/A1 :
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T OHE WO naED I KUBANX PASU TO RETURN TO TH .
mkxﬁi?wgg gggiéﬁﬁﬁﬂaaﬁﬁma ZDUCATWON MINISTER IN TUN RAZAK'S {RST

BARi%“@sfég%g§ﬁ%&cgg%§EZSOD JOB — FOR ALL MALAfsiANs,+ HE SAID

APT&% @%§u§£§%vgggigﬁémwo VICE~PRES IDENT N 1975 ANDLA YEAR LATER

STEPPED UP TO BECOME ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY PREMIER,
— BERNAMA 1741741 -
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