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_litical career for a time,

approa

AS a politician ' Datuk

Seri D Mahathir
Mohamad " hgs tasted’
both™defeat and vic-;

utory. In spite of losing';

his parliamentary seat;
and  being expelled ;
{from Umno, he was.
still able to come back’
to the fore of national!
politics. B
Therefore his ap-
Fointment as Malaysia’s!
ourth Prime Minister,
Succeeding Datuk Hys.
sein  Onn, must have
been doubly satisfying.
en he first enter-
ed Parliament in 1964,
€ was one of the most
Promising backben-
chers,, articulate apd
outspoken, and wag the
arling of the txtreme
wing of Umno in those
ays.
Between 1964 and
1969, he was one of
Malaysia’s most contro-

_versial politicians, res-

‘pected -and feared’ at-

- the same time. But the

anti-Alliance * tide of
1969 disrupted his po-’

Being out of parlia-.

‘Meaningful

As a medical praetj-
Lioner, - he belongs to
one of the most sought-
‘after and Prestigious®

‘professions. Anyone

who could get into the
University of Malaya -
medical . school in
Singapore in the fifties
had to be a cut above
the others academical-'
ly. This is true even tq-
day.

. Sometimes, it is
pity the best brains in
this country have gone 4
into medicine since this .
1S a ‘waste. Such bril-
liance should be used
or other more. "
I’unctions;'
than taking a patient’s-:
pulse or-temperature, -

Dr. Mahathir does
not lack the brain
gower for the post and

e is also said to think -
fast on his feet. He
rated as one of the

. h
finest debaters, in bot “will no' doubt have oo,
) imlportant effect on his
poli

Bahasa Malaysia and
English, in the country.
.Like..most...doctors, 1

‘he is a good listener and

ment was bad enough;iS Patient with ordinary

and when this was fo]. People

he ‘comes in

lowed by attacks on the:‘cqntact with. While he

! will  not

Abdu Ropmon fhunku heak his mind, those
’ who.-have dealings wi

fapelled from " Umno. him:find him very calm

even ‘under very trying

In l'rustration,

wrote  The Malay

Dilemma which is stji] °°','1§hi“°n& o

banned in Malaysia.

€ teachers, in !

. the

hesitate to .~

t- meetings with
%gf}? local and foreign
businessmen have help-
ed to re
confidence - and
improve
ment climate.

He will be the first
Prime Minister who is
not educated in the
United Kingdom as his
predecessors were.

Being such a.contro-

' versial figure in the

past, there are some
who may harbour a

doubt 45 to whether he

-is _still’'an" extremist, a
label+-he ‘Picked up in
esixties. .
But.  people: do
change and with age

rébuild the -
thus
the invest-~

and political maturity, -

he has definitely mello-
wed. He ‘is a far cry

from the firebrand of -

and : has
radical

sixties
moved _ his-

. Stance to the centre.

His defeat in 1969

tical outlook and a
constant reminder that
No  one can operate
within a

in isolation, .
Such ‘a person will

than_ those “who thave

; hever suffered such an

unfortunate fate. Unless
2 politician - has tasted
defeat, there will

particular |
group or community or:

be more sympathetic -

It  will be interesting,
to see how he views the
National “Front, whet-
her it is a'political- party
or merely an extension

quite different

of the existing compo- -

nent parties.

During his day, the

‘Tunkugregarded it as a

coalition in that the

leaders of the MCA and .

the MIC had overall say
+ as to’'who in their res- .
pective parties should

in the Government.
“ Tun Razak followed

this line until 1973 .
when he disregarded
the advice . of Tun

Tan Siew Sin as to who -

should be in the Cabi-

fet. This policy was re-

versed” ' by . Datuk

Hussein, -~ -+ .

"' Dr ‘Mahathir’s -ap-
ointment as Deputy

rime Minister created

some problems in
Umnoe and among the

other component par-'

ties.: When Encik -Gha-
far-Baba, -the front-run-

ner, 'did not get the jpb, ;

he resigned.

He needs the co-ope- |

ration _and ‘backing of
not only frowe Umno

but of the other Natio’ |
nal Front members ag ;
well. It is quite certain |

that he .will .get the

" and MIC

support .of _the MCA [

As Prime Minister;

he is.almost all-power- |;

ful' and calls the shots

o

\
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During his  sojourn {)}z‘xrticula: those from
from U 1 . the
briefly é?{‘hopa};eb\?&tﬁg‘ schools, have reasons to
did not last. When Tun be satisfied ‘with his
Razak became Prime term  as ducation
Minister, Dr Mahathir Minister. H re-opened
was able to return to those teacher training
the Umno fold colleges which had for

It would appear that some mysterious rea-
he had not lost his po- sons been mothballed

bt and new ones were
El?zlx‘:myhi? gir?fré?e:cneds darted o e
were  only. with the ;‘;2‘3@?1“(15 of teachers
Tunku and not with the It was also - Dr
rank and file: He pro- Mahathir who allowed

. ve.d .this when he ab-:

~ tained the highest vojes;

~“in his bid for a Supreme:

Councjl seal in 1972:7
A year later, he

those with Senior Mid-
dle Three education to
continue their training
sor Datuk Hussein Onn
appointed to the Senate. ﬁ?‘d.e him deputy Prime
but resigned in 1974 to .mlerl\;flce;}ne}gz éas%;;g;x_;sté ‘
' he 17 @
i Z;g::tt‘)‘gt'\s LHE w‘éflnet’l"?e;"x to-most people though
Kubang Pasu parlia-l © wgs 3};‘ ualified as
_ mentdty seat and Tuni anyta(:, old this im- |
Razak appointed him. ortant posifigRie sl
Ed‘{caﬁgn Mi“is‘geo'ii i al; the school holidag((,s :::

n Umno . ir pay was -
terms, education is an g?géraglgimprovecl.
jmportant portfolio " As Trade and Indu-
and no education minis” v Minister, he b
ter has yet lost a bid as :ﬂ{ay the fears of
the = party’s vice-Dresl. Cpinese businessmen.
dent. True to this tradi- Syer the Industrial Co-
tion Dr Mahathir Was ordination Act that was
olected  to this position  regponsible . thte
in his first try 10 1975, gharp drop 0 invest--

-1

ment when it was In-
TERS duced in 1976.
DEBA -uoDr. Mahatdir amend-
He was involved in ed some of“the 'moge
ther  controversy obnoxious clauses
?;l't)en Tun Razak died The Act and his ‘f;g—

in 1976 and his succes=

Chinese-medium " €
-.-w~For one thing,aper-
.son’ having- undergone’.
“*such an expetience will
s-he . umble.:
“though- some,, will” turn’
. -bitter. For ancther; he;
“will realise that hisstay

_ plementation

_in )
" of the civil service to
reflect this new ~di-

- aJways be alacuna in.

his- political: education

‘moye - - h

in office -is entirely.in..
the hands of his-electo-.
rate and so-he must
“jaga” his constituency
prog:erly. B
. Mahathir’s style

. will be quite different

from that of his pre-
decessor. He is more
accessible ~and .- out-
spoken though he' has -
steered clear of contro-
versy . for some time.
He is fully aware of
the sensifivities . of
a multi-racial society
and will take a middle

course. He is expected™
_to take .a’tougher line

when_ it comes to 1m-
“of Go-
vernment . .- policies.
There may .be .changes
the upper echelon

rection.
He is likely to doall
that is expected of him

when it comes to pro- .

viding greater opportu-
nities for the under-pri-
vileged and even-hafd-
ed in dealing with the
_otherraces. . .

© tled is who is going to

- automatically  become’

and anyone who does |
not accept the situation
is unlikely to be in the
Government for long.
‘What remains unset-

be the next Deputy |
Prime Minister. Thgs 13;
likely to be settled in |
next months’ Umno.
election. The person
who is elected as the
.party’s president will

the next Deputy Pri
Minister. Ry l

Viewed from - all
angles, Dr Mahathir has
the qualifications and
experience to be a good:
and  effective ./ Prime
Minister provided all
the component parties
in the National Front
give him their unquali-
fied support. .’
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	Mahathir's approach will be quite different  (National Echo 16/05/1981)

