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.| AT THk—péa.k of cam-
paigning for the 1969 gen-
eral eiections, PAS can-
vassers warned party
members and supporters
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treatment from a certain
Maha Clinic in Pekan
China, Alor Star, the
story was spread that
should the chief practi-
tioner there discover that
they were Pas members,
he would administer a
lethal injection to them.
That chief practitigner
amad. 2

Hewas an nulg;{é‘;?‘}vi‘f‘
for a constituency then
known as Kota Star Se-

latan, He wag geeking re-

election from it and was a
gritched against Haji
usof Rawa, presently
Pas deputy president.
His was then the only
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When hE tafléd to re--
tain "his seafy political
analysts were convinced
that he lost because he
ignored their advice, ie.
to focus on religious is-
sues as much as possible
and quote as frequently
as possible from the
Koran and the Hadis re-
gardless whether or not
the c‘ltations were ap-
neAarnwinta
propriate.

rom the point of
strategy, the analysts
were right. Pas cam-
gaigners did just that.-
ut apart from his un-
willingness to be drawn
into the “free-for-all” use
of Islam for political
gain, the non-Malay vot-
ers, the buik of them Chi- :
nese, were also convinced |
that it was not in their!
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He was seen as anti-

Bumiputra-run private chinege because he often

clinic in Alor Star and
was very popular among
the kampong people who
were being graduaily in-
troduced to m”l n med
icine. NAL L

lamented how poorly the
Malays had fared in the
economic field, and that
the wealth of the country
" was concentrated in oth-
er races. Pas was quick;

“warst blow in its historﬂ
- — Dr Mahathir got bac

to capitalise

on this re-

'sentment. It not only.

gdrew the non-Malay

votes away from Dr
Mahathir but got some
for itself.

" Following the May 13
ouitbreak — a few days
after the general elec-

tions on which the ruling
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to his ‘clinie, treated
whatever patients he had -
left and wrote a book.

* The Malay Dilemma
was an over-night suc-
cess and was soon
banned. )

Is Dr Mahathir
against the ‘non-Malay?
It is an unfajr question to
asK. olnce nis 30 calieq
“rehabilitation” (follow-

‘ing his return to Umno "

aftor nariod of axnulaisn)
QIler periog oI expuision;

and in particular since he
was made a Cabinet
member in 197¢ by Tun
Razak, any accusation ot
“ultra-ism” against him
is totally unjustified.
His only “crime"” was

gerhaps that he tried to

ring into the open in a
manner not done before,
an issue critical to the

survival of the country..
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. about the precarious situ-

ation the Malays were in

~almost all
" elther to officiate at a fac-
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second. As far as foreign -
investment is concerned,.
he is. the country’s
Number One salesman.

. A close aide once lam-
ented that Dr Mahathir.
appe i
eserything to the point
that he will say ‘yes' to

11 invitations
invitalions,

trator first,

a

tory opening, inaugurate
a ﬁ)impfe.stiggl, attend an
annual dinner of some as-
sociation or even a fash-
ion show.
It cannot be denied.
"that but for his relentless
efforts at .home and
abroad, foreign and local
investments would have
not recovered so rapidly
from the misgivings that
arose in muany minds fol-
lowing the promulgation

~t tha TumAuctnial 'nordi-
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nator Act and the Petro-
leum Development Actin
‘the mid-1970's.

As for his:grooming
for the highest job, a par-
allel can¥be drawn be-
tween Dr Mahathir and
the late Tun Razak. After
May 13, Tunku. Abdul
Rahman concenirated
his effort on a goodwill
campaign, trying to
mnbalk 1 tha rift hatwaen
yﬂ.l,bll UP LisT 2aiv :dvuvv'vv--
the races, leaving the
day-to-day affairs of the

economically before the! country to Tun Razak.
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implementation of the; a 1
* Mahathir. Due to the
Dr Mahathir, in partic- -
ular since his elevationto:
the post of Deputy Prime
ster. is an adminis- -

New Economic Policy.

Min

Similarly for Dr

poor health of Datuk Hus-
sef®d Onn in recent
months, Dr Mahathir’s

politician |

ars to want to do:

ian what- would nor-
mally have been the case.
But he has no ‘cause to

complain about the rigor-
Ous apprenticeship. It
will certainly serve him
well in the Years to com

~e come.,

task . has’_been heavier ’
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	Mahathir  well - groomed for top post (Business Times 16/05/1981)

