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HITTING word’s 
said 1, a quiet voice - 
that is he style of Datuk 
Seri DA;., Mahathir b& 
M_oh,%nad.* 

Some years ago the 
voice was strident. 
“When you are outside 
and have no authority, 
you have to shout to be 
heard,” he told A. Nadir 
Jasin of Business Times 
In an interview last year. 

Today, as Number 
Two in the Cabinet and 
Umno, Dr. Mahathir has 
no more need to “shout”. 
But his words remaln 
tough, for he retains his 
old role of the man who 
says what needs to be 
said, which few can or 
want to say. 

In 1969 when he wrote 
that fateful letter to the 
Tunku. he was giving 
voice to the frustration3 
of a group hi Umno over, 
the plight of the Malays 
as they saw it. 

The voice was a trifle 
harsh, perhaps, and the 
volume was magnified 
manifold when somehow 
the letter got circulated. 
It was Dr. Mahathir who 
paid the price - ex- 
pulsion from the party he 
had served since his stu- 
dent days. 

He took it with’ for- 
titude. His loyalty never 
wavered. 

Nor did he appeal to be 
taken back, even after the 
top leadership - and the 
policy - changed and be- 
came distinctly more 
conducive to his return. 
“I will’ not crawl back,” 
he said. 

to others while they lived 
off the profits. 

“This. I wish to stress, 
is not the way to run a 
business. There is no rea- 
son for bumiputras to feel 
ashamed to work with 
their hands, as business 
bas always been hon- 
oured in any communi- . . ty:. 

Later in the same 
month he emphasised the 
need for a “give-and- : 
take” attitude amongst 
the communities, “to pre- 
vent the demands of one 
community from being 
excessive.” 

He is only too aware of 
the realities of racial feel- 
ing. “Although it would 
be ideal.” said he, “to 
have a non-communal- 
party like the Gerakan. 
the fact of life is that 
many people in the coun- 
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disagree with him on 
these and other issues - 
like his comments on stu- 
dent demonstrations, the 
MAS strike, and 
Malaysian unions and 
their international con- 
nections. 

What is reassuring, ) 
however, is that he does 

offer argument3 to sup- 
port a decision. 
Articulate, and with aglft 
for ‘repartee, he enjoys 
debates and quqstion- 
and-answer sessions. 

Those who have 
worked closely ‘with him ‘. 
in the Education Min- 
istry and the Trade and 
Industry Ministry say 

..’ that he is a firm believer 
“in and a pra&i.tioner of 
I’consultation. His de- 
.’ &ions are made fairly 

fast,but not before he has 
looked at all angles. 
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try still feel ap- 
prehensive about the 
oositions of their com- 
-munities.” 

Balance is what he 

Contribution 
‘He is aa outspoken on 

the interriational scene as 
on the national. At .the 

Umno Youth pressed 
for his return. the top 
leadership made a de& 
nite gesture, and in 1972 
he rejoined the fold on the 
cle& understanding that 
he was free to express his 
views so as to make a 
meaningful contribution. 

strives to attain and 
maintain’ - a balance 
necessarily baged on po: 
litlcal pragmatism, but, 
also taking into account 
human absolutes like 
fairness and self-respect. 

It has also been Dr. 
Mahathir’s unenviable 
task to take the bull of 
emerging religious fa- 
naticism by the horns - 
at the verv real risk of 
being gore& 

11th special session of the 
UN General Assembly in I 
New York in August iast 
ye,ar, speaking on the I 
“new international eco- ; 
nomic order” (NIEO). he 
took developed nations to 
task’ for “wasteful con- ’ 
sumptlon” while “some 
700 mIllion people in the 
develomg countries suf- 
fer fropl malnourish- 
ment..:” 

He st&ssed that the 
developing countries are 
not “setik!ng a re- 
lationship pf charity and 
‘dependcnte” and that 
their focus “has long 
shifted, from aid to 
trade”. : . 

He crlticised the “bla- 
tant negativeness and in. 
explicable resentment” 
of some develoDed cotm- 
tries towards tee NIEO. 

“I have not changed 
any of my principles,” he 
said soon after. He added 
later, “I never was 
against the Chinese or 
other non-Malaya. I just 
wanted to correct the lm- 
balance.” 

In 1974. coming into 
his first Cabinet post as 
Education Minister. he 
told the present writer in 
an interview: “I want to 
do my best for all 
Malaysians.” 

Now that the Govern- 
ment has done a lot to 
correct the “imbalance”, 
Dr. Mahathir finds 
himself telling 
bumiputras to discard 
“get-rich-quick” at- 
titudes, and to be self- 
reliant and less depen- 
dent on outside help. 

With typical direct- 
ness he said, in April: 
“There have been in- 
stances where many, af- 
‘ter obtaining permits for 
stalls, left thelr business 

false teachings...%‘hen 
racial trouble breaks out, 
the group’8 leaders will 
benefit politically, and 
move into positions of in- 
fluence.” 

In December that ye& 
he advised Malaysians 
not to be misled by~fanat- 
ical groups and ex- 
tremists. 

mitted in Islam.” 
He cited the recent 

case of‘ 16 under- 
graduates of loca! uni- 
versitie’s who gave up 
their studies giving this 
belief, as the reason. 

Dr. Mahathir pro- 
ceeded to explain the true 
Islamic stand on the mat- 
‘ier of acquiring, knowl- 
edge - that .Muslims 
should p5rsue knowledge 
in all fields, secular as 
,well as religious. 

R&ice and religion are 
kxplosive issues which 
are favourites with some 
who swk power, but 
which many who already 
have-power would prefe? 
to side-step. 

It is ‘a measure of Dr. 
Mahathir’s quality as a 
leader that he meets 
these issues full on, puts 
his popularity at stake, 
and somehow, so far, gets 
away with it. 

In May 1979 he spoke 
out clear and strong 
against a group of Mus- 
lims who had desecrated 
several Hindu temples in 
tho country. 

“Their actions,” he 

The reison 
“Islam does not 

preach extremi?m, but 
moderation,” he said. 
“...It is the Government’s 
policy of mqderation 
which has brought 
Malaysia throuzih 22 
years- of indepeniience t 
and made it a land of 
abundance for all com- 
munities.” 

said, “are in conflict with 
Islamic teachings and 
can spark racial enmity. 

“The group has made 
use of twisted interpreta- 
tio,ns of I.slamic 
teachings for the benefit 
of several of its leaders... 
The r)otion they spread is 
that those who destroy 
idols in temples will go to 
Heaven, even if they had 
earlier committed acts 
against Islamic 
teachings. 

“They intend to cause 
racial strife in the coun- 
try by propagating such 

, He polnted out the in- 
terdependence of’ all na- 
tions - developed as well 
as develdping - for pros- 
perity avid for survival 
itself. “*The developihg 
countries are not seeking 
benevplence from the ig 
fluent but a state of 
mutual survival under 
/ -.A. 

In April this year, he 
crlticised a group of “so- 
called intellectuals” who 
had tried to discourage 
Malaysian students from 
contindng their studies 
because these were “set- 
ular and thus not per- 
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ihil& many strongly 
sqppoit him in his stand 
ofthese matters, others 
may just &B vehemently ,- : 
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conditions of pcacc and 
stnbllity.” 

Early this year. at the 
Third Islamic Summit 
Canfcrcncc, Ds. 
Mahnthlr said lhcre was 
%X%iough meaningful 
economic cooperation 
among members of the 
Organisation of the Is- 
lamic Confcrcncc (OlC). 
Islamic icadcrs should 
not “delude” thcmseivcs 
into thinking thal much 
had bcon done. What had 
gone into this economic 
cooperation was a “mcrc 
drop in lhc ocean” com- 
pared with the tolal in- 
vcstmcnls in other coun- 
tries by lhc Islamic na- 
lions. “...I1 is money from 
the Islamic world that is 
propping up the in- 
duslrics of Europe and 
America...” 

Blunt words, but ncc- 
csaary and salulary. Dr. 
Mahathir is not one to 
call a spade a gardening 
Implcmcnl. If need bc, hc 
will call it a rusty old 
cangkul. 

His candour, however; at the University of’ -1972,“appolnted a Senator 
does not seem to have 
hurt Malavsia’s imaee in 1949 ‘to 1955; On gradu- 
the cycs of forcigi in- sing 88 a doctor, he he was returned unop- 
vestors. QUNC on the con- ,. jolned theKedah Govern- posed in the .Kubang 
lrary. When Dr. mcnt, aa. B medical of- Paaa parliamentary con- 
Mahathlr took over the ; flecr,.rcsignlng after four stitucney. 
Trade’ and Industry year&to start his own 
portfolio in early 1978, practice. , 

.At’ the Umno General 

practically. no invcst- 
Assembly in .?une 1975. 

mcnt wlt3 coming in be- 
He was Secretary of Di;Mahathlr waselected 

&he, Kedah .Malay Union-i:* one’of,. three Vice_presi- 
cause the Industrial CO- : very’eariy in_ his twcn- I ‘d+t& ’ xn 1979 he was 
ordinalion Act (ICA) was 
badly misunderstood. 

th. At the univerdty, he &son by Datuk Hussein 

NC went on scvcral 
was active in the Stu-: &‘to be Deputy Prime 
dents’ Union and’ was 

trips abroad to donvincc 
‘:M$ister. In the general 

foreign inv’cstors that the 
Presldent~of t,he,Muslim; !‘:,e)ections of 1978 he de- 
SoCicty. At the same time.’ “f&ted’ Haijm Arsh& of 

ICA was a normal piccc he was a committee’:yip&: :;.-... 
of lcgisldion ,and should 
bc no cause at ail for anx- 

mcmbcr of Umno Kedah. ‘;.;:-,&qL Mahathir’s politi_ 

lcty. Hc was able to as- In 1959 he succcssfully.~:,~*~~~ j:carcer has been 

sure them that there was contested the Kedah $ ,$@$rked by a sudden 

a reasonable guarantee State elections. In 1964 her::‘ectipse followed by a 

of adcquatc r.cturns for 
was returned in the Fed-, 1: swift rise. Neither seems - 

thclr investments. et-al elections by the Kota: ;- to have shaken him undu- 

Investment offers Star Selatan constituen:? ly. ) 

have since come in such cy. He was a member of I ’ [ ‘, A. s&soned.politician, 
num,,crs (hat Malays, 
In a position to pick an 
choose. &n 1969 he lost the elec-‘: 

Dr. Mahathlr was bo 
In Kedah on 20 December 
1925. His cducatlon was swift blows. After his re- 
first in Malay and then in turn. he was re-elected to 
English. Hc did medicine the Supreme Council in 
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a level-headed thinker, a 
firm moderate, a natural-’ 
at ,human relations,’ the”, 
chances are he.wilI. when ‘.’ 
the time-comes. make a : 
more than decent job of 
leading this challenging- .’ 
ly plural society*of ours. 
_ ‘. * 
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