
-MNANG, sat.- D&I-‘. 
ty Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Set-1 Dr Mahathir 
Moh%!ii%K3aid--today’ 
he tried his best to pei- 
suade Datuk Hussein 
Onn to stay on as 
Prime Minister and 
Umno Presldent. 

“However, Datuk 
Hussein said he was 
firm in his decision to 
step down,” he added 
when opening the State 
Umno Convention at a 
hotel here. 

Datuk Sert Dr 
Mahathir said Datuk 
Hussein wanted to step 
down “quite long ago” 
but he made clear his 
decision to him (Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir) 
about a month later 
when he appealed to 
Datuk Hussein to stay, 
on. 

“I abked him to stay 
on then but he said that 
because of health rea- 
sons, he could not give 
hlo full attention to run- 
ning the party and car- 

; rying out his duties as 
1 Prime Minister,V9 he 

said. 
“1 told Datuk Hus. 

sotn that his leadershlp 
was still needed and 1 
.volunteercd to do the 
routine jobs of the 
Prime Minister while 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said Datuk 
Hussein said he was 
firm in his decision to 
step down and “he told 
me that he could not 
take a salary without 
doing his Job.” 

The Deputy Prime 
Minister said perhaps 
Umno members ail ,’ 
over the country could 
try to get Datuk Hus- 
sein to change his 
mind. 

“I think Umno has 
yet to appeal to him as 
we do not know how 
Datuk IIusseln wlll 
react if all Umno mem- 
bers appeal to him to 
stay on,” he added. 

He said Datuk Hus- 
sein Onn’s decision to 
ntep down was a very 
sad one. lie would bo 
mlssed very much by 
ail the National Front, 
parties. 

He said under Datuk 
Hussein’s leadership, 
the National Front had 
done very well in the 
1978 general election 
‘and I personally want 
him to stay on to lead 
us in the next general 
elocfion.” 

Datuk Seri Dr 

. 

Mahathir said that ex- 
cept for the 1955 gener- 
al election in which the 
Alliance won 51 out of 
the 52 ‘seats it con-i.: 
tested, the party inr 
power did not do as! 
well in the other gener-? 
al election until the, 
1978 general election, 
and tNs was because of 

L Datuk Hussein’s lead+; 
ership. 

“Today, all our raceri - 
have improved their 
standard of living and 
have enjoyed the taste 
of living in a rich coun- 
try. We all hope Datuk 
Hussein will changehis 
mind and accept our 
appeals to stay on,” he, 
said. 

Datuk Ssri Dr. * 
Mahathtr also said thad 
the Umno Supreme- 
Council, after studying 
the party constitution, 
decided that the varl- 
ous State Umno corn; 
mitteqs should hold. 
conventions every. 
year. ,L 

He said this ‘wou& 
help because at pre-., 
sent, all the problem,q! 
affecting_: Malays Ina 
their respective States 

‘were brought up for 
discussion at the Umno I 
General Assembly. 
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