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. KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 17 &?VRNAMA) — DEPUTY PR IME MIN!QTERLDATUK
SERY DR, M xnhnwﬁfw mouawa SAID TODAY THE UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TS
TOO CLOSE NOW FOR HIM TO IPiiiuT& ANY COMPROMISE 1IN THE ELECTION
FOR POST Or DEPUTY BRESIDENT OF THE PARTY. :

DELEGATES HWAD THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHMOM THEY WANT AS DEPUTY
PRESIDENT AND {T WOULD BE WRONG FOR HIM TO USURP THIS RIGHT, HE

" TOLD PRESSMEN AFTER OPENING THE DAMANSARA UMNG DIVISION DELEGATES®

MEETING HERE,
DATUK SER{ DR, MARATHIR, WHO 1S UMNO DEPUTY PRESIDENT, SAID THAT
EYEN THE POST OF PRESIDENT HAD BEEN LEFT OPEN AS DATUK KUSSEIN
UNN, WHEN ANNOUNCINS WIS DISCISION TO STEP DOWN, HAD NOT STATED
13 PREFERENGE iN CHOICE OF H1S SUCCESSOR AS um&o PRESIDENT,
THIS CHOICE WOULD BE MADE BY THE DELEGATES AT THE PARTY

" ELECTIONS (N THE ASSEMBLY N JURE.

DATUK SER DR, MAHATMIR SAID Hf WAS AWARE THAT CERTAIN CANDIDATES

HAD BEEN NOM{NATED FOR THE PARTY PRESIDENCY AND ADDED THAT HE

WAD YET TO SE0N THE FORM AGREEING TO ACCEPT NOMINATION FOR
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ME SAID THAY WE WANTED UMNO - MEMBERS TO CLOSE RANKS AFTER
THE ELECTJONS WERE OVER REGARDLESS OF WHO WERE ELECTED TO OFF ICE,.

EARLIER, IN OPEMING THE MEETING, HE SA(D THAT UMNO WAS A ,
DEMOCRAT IC POL ITICAL ORGANISATION 'AND AS SUCH. IT WAS THE MEMBERS
AND NOT THE LEADERS WHO HELD THE REAL POWER BEGAUSE. THE IR VOTING
RIGHTS ENABLED THEM TO MAKE OR BREAX LEADERS,

ALTHOUGH THIS RIGHT WAS EXERCISED ONLY ON SPECIFIC OCCAS {ONS,

IT WAS NEVERTHELESS A POWERFUL VEAPON, *

HE STRESSED THAT UMNO MEMBERS SHOULD BE CLEAR IN TYEIR MIND AS
TO WHOM THEY WANTED AS LEADERS BECUASE PARTY ELECTIONS CAME ONLY
ONCE IN EVERY THREE YEARS AND THREE YEARS WERE A LONG TIME TO WAIT
EgggthTHEY REGRET THEIR CHOICE AND WISH TO ELECT OTNEQ :
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DATUK SER{ DR, MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THE WHOLE WORLD wovnn Bh
WATCHING THE UMNO SUPREME COUNCIL ELECTIONS FROM JUNE 26 TO 28 .
BECAUSE THE RESULTS WOULD HAVE INTERNAT IONAL AS WELL AS NAT IONAL
iMPL ICAT {ONS~—~BERNAMA MORE 2208/MK -
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ON THE NEW ECORNOMIC POLICY, HE SAID THAT ﬁRO MILLION HAD BEEN
INVESTED IN THE NATIONAL UNAT  TRUST SCHEME SO ‘FAR, THE TAR&ET
WAS #16,000 MiLLION BY 1990,

HE DéSCRIBED THE AMOUNT AS STILL SMALL BUT WAS CONF |DENT
ﬁg§$HBUM'PUTRAS WOULD INVEST IN THE SCHEME BEFORE END OF NEXT

3
- _ HE STRESSED THAT SUCCESS OF THE SCHEME WOULD G IVE BUMIPUThAS
AT LEAST 30 PERCE T OWMERSHIP OF THE CORPORATE SECTOR IN THE
COUNTRY. =~T"DNAK 2015 /MK
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